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OWEN Farrell hailed 
the resolve of  his 
Saracens side as 
they returned to the 
top of  the English 
game by beating Sale 
Sharks 35-25 to win 
their first Premier-
ship title since 2019.

In a see-saw thriller at 
Twickenham, Saracens 
pulled away in the final 
quarter with tries by 
Ivan van Zyl and Elliot 
Daly securing the north 
London club’s sixth title 
to go level with Wasps 
and Bath.

The club’s salary cap 
breach and subsequent 
season in the Champion-
ship was followed by a gut 
wrenching last-minute 
loss to Leicester Tigers in 
last year’s final but Far-
rell was delighted that 
they went one better this 
time around. 

He said: “It wasn’t our 
best performance of  the 
season and it was proper 
tense finals rugby. We had 
to stay in the game when 
it looked like we weren’t 
at our best for the most 
part. For us to be able to 
stick in and close out a 
tough final makes me im-
mensely proud. 

“I want to continue 
getting the best out of  
myself  and the best out 
of  the group, this team 

works hard at doing that. 
We had our setbacks in 
recent years, losing the 
final and everything that 
went on before that but to 
see how strong this club 
is is fantastic. We hope to 
be in the big dance again 
as we want to be here ev-
ery year.

“It’s not about redemp-
tion, it’s more about get-
ting the best out of  our-
selves. We closed up shop 
in the final last year, so 
this year was about doing 
enough and thankfully 
we did.”

Sale were competitive 
throughout and played 
their part in a thrilling 
final by taking the lead 
for the first time in the 
second half  with Bevan 
Rodd’s 52nd-minute con-
verted try, but ultimately 
came up short in their 
first final since 2006. 

Departing Jono Ross 
was proud of  the journey 
Sale are on and how the 
club have utilised their 
“Northern rugby mat-
ters” campaign to put 
their club on the map.

He said: “I’m massive-
ly disappointed but I’m 
proud of  the group and 
fair play to Saracens 
they’ve probably been 
the best team this year. I 
think this is the start of  
a journey for Sale Sharks 
and hopefully the first of  
many finals. 

“Saracens won those 
fine moments. We were 

CARDIFF are involved in a stand-off  with the Welsh Rugby Union over their bid to sign a stand-
off  from South Africa, Ti-
nus De Beer.

A last-ditch attempt is being made by the Arms Park club to overturn the Union’s blocking of  a transfer on the grounds that the former Junior Springbok poses an ob-
stacle to home-grown talent with international ambitions.

Unless their impas-
sioned appeal succeeds, a club famous for its trio of  Lions’ fly halves – Cliff  Morgan, Barry John, Ga-
reth Davies – will stum-
ble on into the summer without one following the departure of  Rhys Priest-
land and Jarrod Evans.

De Beer, uncapped, unsung and relatively unknown outside Super Rugby, had been lined up to fill the void left by Priestland’s retirement and Evans’ joining Har-
lequins rather than stay-
ing put on a markedly reduced contract.   

The financial crisis en-
gulfing the wider game has forced the regions to slash budgets, in Car-
diff ’s case by more than £3m. A club mourning the death of  its perennial saviour, Peter Thomas, cannot afford to bring Rhys Patchell back.    

Four years on from starting for Wales at the World Cup third place decider against the All
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Super Saracens 
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Champions: Owen 
Farrell holds the 
trophy aloft after 
Saracens triumph 
at Twickenham

PICTURE: 
Getty Images

Match report - Page 8

THE BEST COVERAGE FROM ALL THE WEEKEND’S RUGBY

£2.20
Issue 767: Sunday, May 28, 2023

Print 
Digital 
Social



TheRUGBYPaper
Jeremy Guscott column

Playing abroad shouldn’t 
prohibit Test chances

Inside:
>> Radford will bring 
resilience to Saints 

Page 4

>> Cain: England are 
missing killer instinct

Page 11

>> Blindside  
revelations

Page 12

>> Page 7
THE BEST COVERAGE FROM ALL THE WEEKEND’S RUGBY

ENGLAND’S World 
Cup hopes rest on 
building an aggres-
sive, physical spine 
of  ‘tough guys’ to 
intimidate their op-
position.

Former back row 
James Haskell, who 
earned 77 caps for En-
gland between 2007-2018, 
recognises Ireland as fa-
vourites to lift the Webb 
Ellis Cup, but feels there’s 
a great opportunity for 
England to sneak into the 
semi-finals and points 
to what Rassie Erasmus’ 
South Africa did four 
years ago.

Haskell, who was 
known for his devastat-
ing tackling for club and 

country, feels the return 
of  hard hitting Courtney 
Lawes to the side will 
give England a much 
needed edge and wants to 
see the rest of  the  pack 
follow Lawes’ lead and 
strike fear in opponents 
by playing with more ag-
gression.

Haskell told The Rugby 
Paper: “You need a spine 
of  tough guys where the 
opposition are thinking 
we’ve got to be aware of  
them as at times we hav-

WALES team manager 
Martyn Williams is hop-
ing the that two weeks 
spent at altitude in the 
Swiss Alps and eight days 
in the sun in Turkey will 
prepare his side for an as-
sault on the World Cup in 

France.  The ‘sleep high, 
train low’ camp in Fiesch 
- the hotel is at 2,869 m and 
the training pitch is at 
2,212m - has already seen 
46 players pushed to their 
limits over the past week. 

New Zealand recruit 
Taine Plumtree has had 
an interesting introduc-
tion to his potential new 

defence coach Mike For-
shaw about the number 
of  training camps we’ve 
been on before in our ca-
reers, but there has been 
nothing like this. 

“John Ashby, our 
head of  S&C put it all 
together and he has 
done a phenomenal job. 
Logistically it has been 

teammates, while Tau-
lupe Faleatu joined the 
squad yesterday for the 
second week. “It is so 
unique living on top of  a 
mountain and getting a 
gondola down to training 
1,000 feet below every day. 
It is an unbelievable set-
ting,” said Williams. 

“I was speaking to our 

an absolute nightmare. 
They didn’t have a rugby 
pitch, so we had to bring 
our own posts and create 
one, and the red tape as-
sociated with getting our 
equipment here because 
of  Brexit has been diffi-
cult.  

“But once you are here 
it is all worth it. The play-

ers have been working 
unbelievably hard, but 
when you wake up in the 
morning and look out of  
your window it gives you 
an immediate lift because 
it is so scenic here.” 

The view from the top 
of  the great Altesch gla-
cier – it’s 14.5 miles long, 
is 900 metres deep and 

is estimated to weigh 27 
billion tons – for the of-
ten breathless players is 
breathtaking. On a good 
day they can see the sum-
mit of  the mighty Mat-
terhorn, which peaks at 
4,478m, in the distance. 

“You can be stuck in 
the Vale of  Glamorgan

en’t had that. Courtney 
Lawes is one of  the key 
and most vital players; 
When teams play Court-
ney they know they’re 
pretty much going to be 
filled in.

“When Maro Itoje is on 
form and being destruc-
tive he is another com-
petitive challenger, Ellis 
Genge the same thing. 
Lewis Ludlam is another 
one, he’s one of  the most 
destructive if  not the 
most destructive tackler. 
Jack Willis I think is get-
ting more of  that ruthless 
edge and teams have start-
ed taking notice of  it.”

“But without Courtney 
and the real roughness 
and toughness, would you 
see the opposition scared 
of  England? Those guys 
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Mentality
of the 
players 
holds key
O

WEN Farrell has 
won over 100 En-
gland caps, George 
Ford has 81 caps, 
Manu Tuilagi has 51 
caps, and even a rel-
ative newcomer like 

Marcus Smith has over 20 caps to his 
name. You would think that amount 
of  experience was a guarantee of  
midfield stability, but that is not 
where England are as they prepare 
for the 2023 World Cup. 

For two seasons after Eddie Jones 
took over as England coach in 2016 
they did very well when he used 
Ford and Farrell in tandem as a 
10-12 combination during Tuilagi’s 
prolonged injury absence. Ever since 
then, England have really struggled 
to find consistency in their 10-12-13 
axis, and have been trying constantly 
to discover a long-term combination 
that fires the rest of  the team.  

However, there are times when 
the emphasis put on England’s 
midfield trio is too exaggerated, and 
is allowed to mask shortcomings 
elsewhere in the side.   

The shape of  the game has 
changed dramatically since I played, 
and foremost in that change has been 
the introduction of  pods of  forwards 
in attack. These have changed the 
direction of  the midfield. In the 
pre-pod era the roles were distinct 
between forwards and backs, with 
the back row usually providing the 
links between the two in open play. 
It meant that there was often a nice 
synergy between 10-12-13, which also 
involved interplay with the back 
three.  

The 10-12-13 combinations that 
have been the most influential in the 
pod era, such as England’s Jonny 
Wilkinson-Will Greenwood-Mike 
Tindall in 2003, New Zealand’s Dan 
Carter-Ma’a Nonu-Conrad Smith 
in 2015, and South Africa’s Handre 
Pollard-Damian de Allende-Lukha-
nyo Am in 2019, are marked by their 
longevity and effectiveness. 

It is staggering to see England in 
this type of  midfield conundrum for 
so long since 2003, while at the same 

very inexperienced England coach-
ing team to get it right. England’s 
defence in the Six Nations was often 
sieve-like, but Kevin Sinfield is an 
inspirational man, and you would 
back him to get it right, and have the 
same influence as other rugby league 
imports like Shaun Edwards and 
Andy Farrell.  

I’m sure these England players 
and coaches are as frustrated as 
their supporters. It is not much fun 
when training runs go well, but 
then in matches the opposition pose 
different problems to the blokes in 
red vests in training.  

Something has to change with this 
England team, and it is probably in 
the mentality of  the players. The 
coaches can play their part, because 
the pressure of  expectation on this 
team is much less than normal. 
Collectively, everyone should look for 
improvements, and be brave – and 
that’s coaches as well as players. 

So, if  Maro Itoje is not playing well, 
drop him. If  Owen Farrell misses 
kicks and other opportunities, bench 
him. It should be highly competitive, 
because if  everyone plays well the 
whole mood changes. 

him and react fast, but the problem 
is when his England team-mates 
don’t react with him.  

Ford has a rare ability to analyse 
quickly on the move and come up 
with an option, whereas Farrell can 
play to a pattern with great preci-
sion. That is why Farrell probably 
suits Borthwick best, because his 
coaching is analytical, pragmatic, 
and a bit predictable – and that is 
England now. 

I would love to see England full of  
running and producing really clever 
attacking pod plays like Ireland, or 
to have New Zealand’s accuracy and 
skill to confuse defences with sharp 
directional changes – but England 
do not currently string enough 
mistake-free phases together to be as 
effective. 

I would like to see England keep 
their shape in attack by having for-
wards who can be play-makers that 
find space, and backs who kick so 
accurately in attack they are always 
putting defences under pressure.  

Wigglesworth is an expert in tac-
tical kicking, so I would expect that 
to become an exceptional England 
strength. Overall, I’m backing this 

England are in a difficult position 
because they rely on Farrell so much 
for his captaincy that they cannot 
leave him out of  the starting line-up.  

If  Ford, or Smith, play well at 10 
with Tuilagi and Ollie Lawrence as 
a 12-13 centre partnership outside 
them, then those should be options 
open to Borthwick – but they have 
not yet been fully explored. It ex-
plains why, if  you asked every jour-
nalist on The Rugby Paper to pick an 
England starting team, you would 
probably have a spread of  30 players 
named, whereas in 2003 it would not 
have numbered more than 18. 

Ford has an amazing skill-set 
and ability to read the game which 
is ahead of  Farrell and Smith, but 
they also have fly-half  strengths he 
cannot match. For instance, Smith 
can change a game in an instant 
with a brilliant run, chip, or pass, 
while Farrell has this competitive 
aura that means you would back him 
to kick a clutch penalty, whereas you 
might worry about Ford.  

For Smith to play 10, England have 
got to be on fire, and, like Harle-
quins, always be prepared to have a 
go. Smith will play what’s in front of  

time not recognising that their big-
gest challenge is having the mental 
capacity as a team to get fit, strong, 
skilful players to do the right thing at 
the right time.  

It requires players to have total 
belief  and confidence to execute 
across the team, and in 2003 England 
definitely had that. You could argue 
that it started with Wilkinson’s 
precision distribution, Greenwood’s 
play-making and ability to read the 
game incredibly well, and Tindall’s 
blunt force physicality, and spread 
from there through the team. Or you 
could argue that overall the stan-
dards across the team were excellent. 

The problem now is point-blank 
that this England team make too 
many mistakes, and as a conse-
quence it is hard to define England’s 

attack. They want to produce quick 
ball, but they cannot do it because 
of  mistakes being made all over the 
pitch by players in different posi-
tions, not just at 10-12-13.  

This summer England have had a 
lot of  time to achieve the right levels 
of  fitness, and with the forwards also 
being better drilled there should be 
fewer mistakes.  

Richard Wigglesworth has to find 
an attacking plan, and I don’t under- 
estimate his coaching ability be-
cause he had very good tactical sense 
as a player. However, the attack is a 
bigger task now because there are so 
many players involved – and more 
complex because of  the number of  
pods and predetermined plays.  

It is why you cannot discount head 
coach Steve Borthwick going back 
to Ford-Farrell at 10-12 with Tuilagi 
at 13. It would need to work almost 
instantly, and it highlights that 

“Everyone should 
look to improve 
and be brave - and 
that’s coaches as 
well as players”

Leader: England 
rely on Owen 
Farrell so much 
for his captaincy 
they cannot leave 
him out of the 
starting XV
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Letters News

THE brains at Twicken-
ham have done it again. 
As we all know, the four 
consecutive weekends 
in August are to broad-
cast England rugby’s 
warm-up games, before 
this year’s Rugby World 
Cup. 

However, someone  
has deemed it sensible 
to sell the rights to Am-
azon Prime, thus deny-
ing millions of  poten-
tial (and not forgetting 
existing rugby fans) the 
opportunity to watch 
England play Wales, 
Ireland and Fiji on ter-
restrial television. 

It seems this kind of  
thinking is prevalent 
from Twickenham. At 
the moment I’m able to 

afford to pay for Ama-
zon Prime, but I bet in 
this current belt-tight-
ening period with 
mortgages, rents, gas 
and electricity and mo-
toring bills etc. going 
through the roof, mil-
lions of  potential view-
ers aren’t in a position 
to subscribe. 

We should be build-
ing our brilliant sport 
throughout the nation, 
but by denying free-
to-view television the 
opportunity to show-
case the warm-ups, 
and therefore creating 
momentum going into 
the World Cup a terrific 
opportunity has been 
squanded.

Michael Reay 

THE promotion/rele-
gation play-off  set to be 
introduced next season 
between the Premier-
ship and Champion-
ship is a long overdue 
step in the right direc-
tion. But it will mean 
nothing unless the 
stringent ground crite-
ria to gain entry to the 
top flight is relaxed. 

Having a 5,000 seater 
stadium is a fair com-
promise, but to expect 
Championship clubs 

to be able to magic up 
a 10,000 seater stadium 
amid the current finan-
cial climate – and ridic-
ulously small central 
funding from the RFU 
– is preposterous.

The game badly 
needs relegation and 
promotion to return at 
the top end and hope-
fully common sense 
will prevail so that the 
Championship win-
ners have a fair crack. 

Alfie Matthews

OVER the last three 
years, or is it longer, 
I can’t recall anybody 
having a good word to 
say about the England 
RFU administration or 
the performance of  our 
national XV. 

Unless of  course you 
include the two recent 
valedictory puffs from 
the retiring, after many 
years, Chairman of  the 
Council Jeff  Blackett 
and RFU’s Nick Gill-
ingham following one 
year as President. Of  
course, both slapped 
themselves and the 
RFU on the back and 
congratulated both on 
their efforts.

Both articles ignored 
the many problems 
within our sport, but 
Gillingham gave the 

game away by conclud-
ing “that the future 
of  our sport is pret-
ty bright!” Either it’s 
“bright” or there are 
problems. Even he or 
the RFU back room PRs 
couldn’t  have come up 
with a clumsier phrase. 
Simply embarrassing 
but sadly very typical.

I feel that our only 
hope of  making some 
progress out of  this aw-
ful mess – ring fencing, 
diminishing playing 
numbers, tackling laws, 
Eddie Jones, the poor 
England men’s XV, etc. 
– is that the Champion-
ship clubs will revolt by 
calling on all RFU affil-
iated member clubs to 
demand the resignation 
of  the RFU board.

Alec Jones

Sad not all fans can 
watch warm-ups

Cut Championship 
clubs some slack 

Drastic measures 
are required to 
ensure progress
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ALEX Sanderson be-
lieves Sale will need 
to improve by at least 
12 per cent if  they are 
going to go one better 
than last season and 
win the Premiership.

Sanderson’s Sale fin-
ished second behind Sar-
acens and led his former 
club in the final before 
going down 35-25 at Twick-
enham.

“There were a lot of  
aspects last season that I 
will be forever proud of,” 
said director of  rugby 
Sanderson. “When you fall 
inches short of  glory there 
are moments you will look 
back on and think could 
you have done better?

“We have focused on as-
pects of  our behaviour in 
adversity at the business 
end. How are we when 
hardest hit? On the front 
foot we are pretty powerful 
but how are we on the back 
foot?

“We saw a change in 
performance last season, 
winning games in the last 
quarter when we had lost 
before, but we caught on 
about the importance of  
that too late because that 
is where we fell short in 
the final.”

Sanderson has bolstered 
his squad with experience. 
Agustin Creevy, who was 
picked for his 100th Test 
by Argentina last night, 
and England’s Luke Cow-
an-Dickie will contest the 
hooker’s jersey after Ak-
ker van der Merwe and 
Ewan Ashman moved to 
South Africa and Scotland 
respectively while the for-
mer Leicester full-back 
Telusa Veainu will add 
knowhow to a young back 
three.

“We recruit character 
because that wins you 
games,” said Sanderson. “I 
am not sure there is a box 
for Luke, one of  the happi-
est men around. He does 

not see the rain clouds and 
acted like a competition 
winner when he arrived 
here, although that was us 
in getting him.

“Gus has experience 
and that is always crucial. 
Akker moved on for the 
right reasons, for his fam-
ily and he left a void. We 
have a young back three 
and wanted someone who 
could add skill but had 
character. That is Telusa.”

Sanderson said he had 
sketched an outline for 

the season in terms of  
preparation on and off  the 
field. The league campaign 
starts in the middle of  Oc-
tober and Sale are likely to 
be without George Ford, 
Manu Tuilagi and Tom 
Curry then while Jonny 
Hill and Bevan Rodd are 
in the mix for the England 
squad which will be an-
nounced tomorrow.

“I have broken the sea-
son into blocks, looking at 
possible breaks, socials, 
pressure points and selec-
tion policies,” said Sand-
erson. “It is an evolution 
in my coaching. I look at 
the big picture and we can 
flow week to week by be-
ing flexible and adapting 
to the needs of  the lads. 
We draw the outlines and 
colour in by feel.

“It is about continuous 
improvement. To stay 
where you are you need to 
be 10 per cent better. You 

never sit still. You are ei-
ther growing and building 
or ripening and rotting. 
There is nothing in be-
tween. 

“We are not happy at be-
ing second and have to be 
more than 10 per cent bet-
ter, say 12 as an arbitrary 
figure. That is a lot for a 
team that was pretty good 
already. Break that down 
and it is 0.3 per cent a 
week. That is everywhere, 
not just performance. It is 
about working harder and 
being smarter.”

Sanderson is a work-
aholic but admitted he 
needed a break at the end 
of  a season that saw three 
clubs, Worcester, Wasps 
and London Irish, collapse 
under a debt burden.

“You need a break to re-
charge,” he said. “It is not 
about doing it again be-
cause that would be to fall 
short. We have to do it bet-

ter. I loved pre-season as a 
player because I like hard 
work and was relatively 
fit. It allows you the time 
and space to think outside 
the box and change a game 
for the better without the 
hamster wheel and con-
tinuous pressure and ne-
cessity for outcomes. It is a 
great time of  the year.

“I used to think bouts of  
insomnia I had came down 
to pressure but it is driven 
through want, desire and 
enthusiasm for where we 
can go and for the growth 
we still have in us. 

“I should be chilled now 
in pre-season and have 
had to have words with 
myself  not to offend peo-
ple. I had trepidation over 
what everyone else was 
feeling and I found enthu-
siasm. You feed off  that. I 
am off  to the sauna now 
to do some breathing tech-
niques so I can sleep.”

Sanderson looking 
for an extra 12%

Experienced additions: Luke Cowan-Dickie, Agustin Creevy, top right, and Telusa Veainu

nBy PAUL 
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Coach: Alex Sanderson

HARLEQUINS and top tier 
Japanese side Mie Honda 
Heat have entered into a 
long-term strategic part-
nership designed to  help 
support the growth and 
development of  both clubs.

Mie Honda Heat will 
send players to London to 
train with Harlequins and 
potentially play as trialists 
in development competi-
tions, while Quins coaches 
will on occasion travel to 

Japan to support coach de-
velopment for both clubs.

Harlequins will also 
collaborate with in areas 
such as community rugby 
development, marketing 
and PR, and delivery of  
matchdays.

Kiwi Kieran Crowley 
takes over at head coach 
of  Mie Honda Heat in 2024 
after his duties with Italy 
end following the World 
Cup.  Harlequins director 

of  performance develop-
ment Tabai Matson will 
lead the partnership, hav-
ing spent five years playing 
and coaching in Japan.

Matson said: “We can 
see huge value to both 
clubs working together. 
The Japanese league is 
seeing great growth and in-
vestment and there is a lot 
of  talent. 

“We feel that we can add 
a great deal of  value to Mie 

Honda Heat through our 
experiences and indeed 
learn a great deal from Mie 
Honda Heat. We can’t wait 
to get going in the next few 
weeks.”

Yoshihito Maeda, the 
general manager of  the 
Mie Honda Heat, said: 
“We are delighted to have 
the opportunity for a long-
term international ex-
change with such an iconic 
club.

“Harlequins possesses 
a club culture and ethos, 
elite level coaching and 
leading high performance 
and player development 
pathways that will help im-
prove our rugby program.

“We strongly believe 
that this partnership will 
help foster a closer rela-
tionship between Japanese 
Rugby and English Rugby, 
strengthening the bond be-
tween our nations.”

Quins form partnership with Honda Heat 
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Redruth ................. 18Worthing ...............28Tynedale ..............22
Tries: Phillips 7
Conversions: Brownfield 8, 
James 46
Penalties: Brownfield 16, 21

Tries: Sims 3, 39, Ellis 28, Forrest 
73
Conversions: Ellis 4, 29, 40, 
Bowen 74

Tries: Rodgers  4, Telford 33, 
Leslie 62
Conversions: Rodgers 5, 34
Penalties : Rodgers 9

Attendance: 625Attendance: 396Attendance: 351
Half Time: 13-19Half Time: 21-20Half Time: 17-12 Lloyd DaviesMichael LambGeorge Ounsley Referee:Referee:Referee:

Tries:  Wheeler 11, 33, Grimes 
24, 53, Jones 43, Watkins 61, 
Robinson 79
Conversions: Silver 12, 34, 44, 
54, 80

Tries: Dean 9, Bromley-Martin 14, 
Stegmann 22, Cook 43, Souter 48, 
Nixon 60, Davies 64, O’Dell 78
Conversions: Cook 10, 49, 61, 
65, 79
Penalties: Cook 31

Tries: Hedgley 14, Collinson  24, 
72, Cicognini 55
Conversions: Gaudie  15, 56

Luctonians ...........45 Barnes .................. 51Wharfedale ..........24

Hinckley ...............24Sevenoaks ........... 16Otley ......................24
Tries: Tunneycliff 12, Bowyer 33, 
Hughes 68, Everett 75
Conversions: Heard 13, 34

Tries: Adams 36
Conversions: Sedgwick 36
Penalties: Adams 6, 42, 50

Tries: Nicholls 66, Taylor 75, Mudd 
78, Martin 79
Conversions: Crossland 75, 78

Attendance: 400Attendance: 350Attendance: 198
Half Time: 14-17Half Time: 10-20Half Time: 0-17 Neil Sweeney Jack SuttonDave Charlton Referee:Referee:Referee:

Tries: James 13, Windrush 16, 
McCaig 35, 58, Dorrell 43, Joseland 
54, Smears 79
Conversions: Coen 14, 43, 58, 79

Tries: Oluwaseyi 3, 21, Kemp 
14,  79, Ricci 20, Fleckney 58, 68, 
Jones 74 
Conversions: Jones 58, 68, 74, 78
Penalties: Jones 79

Tries: Archer 24, Baker 37, Norman 
47, Callandine 58
Conversions: Ireland 24, 37, 
47, 58
Penalties: Ireland 13

Exeter Uni .............43Old Albanians ...... 51Sheffield Tigers . 31

Hornets .................55Henley H ................37Huddersfield ........ 12
Tries: Tuttiett 7, Carter 22, 55, 
Elrick 39, Harris 46, 49, James 62, 
Chase 68, Chenoweth 79 
Conversions: Elswood 8, 23, 40, 
56, 69

Tries: Gordon 6, Wood 13, Mason 
26, Bradley 60, Hall 77
Conversions: Titchener 27, 61, 78
Penalties: Titchener 47, 66

Tries: Workman 6, Myers 70
Conversions: Nicholson 70

Attendance: 347Attendance: 226
Half Time: 21-12Half Time: 17-14Half Time: 5-25 James DowdsTom Bird Henry Pearson Referee:Referee:Referee:

Tries: Harley 10, Kent 17 
Conversions: Castledine 18

Tries: Robinson 3, Williams 23, 
Grigg-Pettit 79
Conversions: Simpson 4, 24, 80

Tries: Latu 29,Dean 35, Nasilasila 
40+2, 49, Astley 62, Major 66, 
Russell 80+3
Conversions: Dean 29,35,62,80+3
Penalties: Dean 14,18

Newport (S) ......... 12Bury St Ed’s .......... 21Hull .........................49

Old Redcliffians ..22Wimbledon ..........47Sheffield ...............36
Tries: Rees 11, Sprague 40, F 
Murphy 45
Conversions: Groves 40+1, 46
Penalties: Groves 22

Tries: Touilzak 5, 22, 35, Bracegird-
ie 37, Hill 58, Cleet 62, Kerr 71
Conversions: Morgan 22, 35, 37, 
58, 62, 71

Tries: Fawdry 5, Flinders 11, Bur-
rows 19, 32, Fisher 65, Posa 76
Conversions: Posa 19, West 
65, 76

Attendance: 180 Half Time: 15-3Half Time: 26-24Half Time: 22-14 James Milliner-Wood-Simon WaiteJack Moorhouse Referee:Referee:Referee:

Tries: R Williams 67
Conversions: Pitt 68
Penalties: Fewtrell 33, 42, Pitt 75

Tries: Thompson 9, Wallace 19, 
Thompson 40, Cook 48, Orelaja 77
Conversions: Cahill 9, 20, 40, 48, 
Orelaja 77
Penalties: Cahill 15, 62

Tries: Richardson 36, Spence 39
Conversions: Ward 36, 39

Bournville ............ 18Westcombe P ...... 41Preston G .............. 14

Chester ................. 17North Walsham ... 14Hull Ionians .........34
Tries: Vare 53
Penalties Preston 9, 14, 19
Drop goals: Hampson 72

Tries: McGuire 30, 44
Conversions: Magnus 31,45

Tries: Hill 14, 22, Minikin 40, Pock-
lington 47
Conversions: Minikin 15, 22, 40, 48
Penalties: Minikin 9, 22

Attendance: 300 Attendance: 417Attendance: 308
Half Time: 9-7Half Time: 7-45Half Time: 27-21 Mr. O’BrienConor BoyleDaniel Woods Referee:Referee:Referee:

Tries: Smith 26, Hawkesby 66    
Conversions: Perry 27, 67

Tries: McRae 3, Osborne 6, Howe 
8, 27, 32, Scholes 20, Watson 39, 
Ellis 50, King 62
Conversions: Anscombe 4, 7, 21, 
28, 40, 51, 63

Tries: Williams 11, Venables 2, 30, 
67, Hardwick 38, Dixon 57, Nuu 
73,Walsh 78
Conversions: Turagabeci  12, 30, 
38, 57,  67,  74, 79

Dings Crusaders . 14Dorking .................59Leeds Tykes ........49

Clifton ...................39Esher ......................29Fylde ......................32
Tries: Cano 24, Stretch 38, 42, 
Broady 68, Hatch 72, Myatt 75  
Boyland 78
Conversions: Cozens 25, 79

Tries: Morgan 2, Thompson 8, 
Hamilton 12, Botterill 26, 49 
Conversions: Morley 13, 50 

Tries: S Carleton 3, 26 Gould 10, 
Gregory 20 Lanigan 32, T.Carleton 
49
Conversions: Smith 11

Attendance: 232Attendance: 478 Attendance: 505
Half Time: 12-26Half Time: 22-14Half Time: 27-0 Dan ParrottHolly Wood Peter Connor Referee:Referee:Referee:

Tries: Ducker  7, 16, 29, 55, King  
14
Conversions: Simmonds  8, 17, 29

Tries: Oliver 18, Holland 32, 
Best 59 
Conversion: Reynolds 19, 33, 52 

Tries: Horner 41, Kirkbride 75, 
Walton 77, Dixon 85
Conversions: Heron 75, 78, 87

Camborne ............. 31Canterbury ........... 21Billingham ...........26

Dudley K .................. 7Tonbridge J .........36Rotherham T ........33
Tries: Blackmore  43
Conversions: Mann 43

Tries: Packman 16, Newey 21, 
Whitmarsh 29, Koomsom 36, 
Munnelly 58, Osgood 73
Conversions: Evans 16, 30, 37

Tries: Bruzulier 12, Poole 29, Ward 
35, Rundle 42, Cowan-Leak 52
Conversions: Hayes 12, 29, 42, 
Milner 52

Attendance: 123Attendance: 309
Half Time: 0-10Half Time: 26-3Half Time: 19-3 Benjamin SimpsonPeter CauntGavin Jones Referee:Referee:Referee:

Tries: Pichardie 4, 64, 78, Fahy 48, 
Agbongbon 67 
Conversions: Meredith 4, 64, 67, 
78
Penalties: Meredith 20, 46

Tries: Burger 44, Boyland 54, 
Hackett 62, Webb 65
Conversions: McGann 65
Penalties: Rice 7

Tries: Morris 63
Conversions: Nolan 63
Penalties: Nolan 23

Loughborough S .46Guernsey ..............25Lymm ......................10

NEWS
EXTRA
Smith commits future 
to Warriors until 2026
COACH Franco 
Smith has signed a 
new contract with 
Glasgow Warriors, 
extending his stay 
until 2026.

The 51-year-old 
South African – 
linked with the 
Scotland job – joined 
Glasgow 13 months 

ago and led them to 
last season’s Euro-
pean Challenge Cup 
final against winners 
Toulon.

Glasgow finished 
fourth in the United 
Rugby Champion-
ship, securing Smith 
a coach of  the season 
award.

Hotel ‘accident’ rules 
out Scots ace Cherry
DAVE Cherry has 
been forced to pull 
out of  Scotland’s 
World Cup squad 
through concussion.

Hooker Cherry, 32, 
who won his first cap 
in the defeat by South 
Africa, sustained the 
injury during “an 
accident in the team 

hotel”, says Scottish 
Rugby.

Cherry’s Edin-
burgh team-mate 
Stuart McInally, 33, 
had been on standby 
after Ewan Ashman 
sustained a concus-
sion of  his own.

“I’m hugely disap-
pointed” Cherry said. 

Hooker Marx delivers
Springboks a setback 
SOUTH Africa hook-
er Malcolm Marx will 
miss the rest of  the 
World Cup after pick-
ing up a knee injury 
in training.

The 29-year-old, 
who has won 64 caps 
and is widely consid-
ered to be among the 
best players in the 

world in his posi-
tion, was injured “in 
contact”.

“We are extremely 
disappointed for 
Malcolm,” said coach 
Jacques Nienaber.

“It’s tragic that his 
[World Cup] cam-
paign has ended this 
way.”

Samoan ace Savea  
signs up with Pasifika
FORMER All Black and Hurricanes leg-
end Julian Savea has signed with Moana 
Pasifika for the 2024 Super Rugby Pacific 
season.

Savea, 33, will represent his Samoan 
heritage at the Pacific Island club.

The 54-Test winger earlier this year 
equalled Israel Folau’s record for most 
Super Rugby tries (60).

National anthems to 
be altered in France 
WORLD Cup organisers have announced 
plans to record new renditions of  the 
national anthems of  competing countries 
after those used over the opening week-
end were heavily criticised.

Choirs involving 7,000 schoolchildren 
from diverse backgrounds sung each 
country’s anthem without accompanying 
music, with the recordings played in the 
stadiums.

However, the general consensus was 
the versions used did not hit the mark, 
with players and supporters singing out 
of  sync as a result

Organisers ‘sorry’ 
for travel problems
WORLD Cup organisers have apologised 
to thousands of  fans for disruption in 
Marseille and Bordeaux on the opening 
weekend of  the tournament.

Delays getting into the stadium meant 
some fans missed the start of  England’s 
win over Argentina in Marseille, while 
issues with the tram system in Bordeaux 
before Ireland’s victory against Romania 
earlier on Saturday.

Safely down: Leeds Tykes William Hardwick Cheer: Exeter’s William Smears celebrates

Halted: Henley Hawks surge forward

Leeds Tykes 3 3 0 0 120 87 33 3 15 0
Rotherham Titans 3 3 0 0 119 53 66 2 14 0
Fylde 3 2 1 0 99 79 20 3 13 0
Sheffield 3 2 0 1 103 82 21 4 12 0
Hull 3 2 0 1 104 69 35 3 11 0
Hull Ionians 3 2 0 1 103 105 -2 2 10 0
Wharfedale 3 2 0 1 65 77 -12 1 9 0
Sheffield Tigers 3 1 1 1 85 82 3 3 9 0
Billingham 3 1 0 2 70 101 -31 2 6 0
Huddersfield 3 1 0 2 91 127 -36 2 6 0
Preston Grasshoppers 3 1 0 2 84 115 -31 1 5 0
Tynedale 3 0 0 3 77 87 -10 4 4 0
Otley 3 0 0 3 69 94 -25 3 3 0
Lymm 3 0 0 3 72 103 -31 3 3 0

Exeter University 3 3 0 0 154 75 79 3 15 0
Luctonians 3 3 0 0 123 54 69 3 15 0
Clifton 3 3 0 0 74 56 18 1 13 0
Hinckley 3 2 0 1 109 102 7 3 11 0
Hornets 3 2 0 1 117 116 1 2 10 0
Chester 3 2 0 1 81 86 -5 2 10 0
Loughborough Stu 3 1 0 2 113 90 23 4 8 0
Redruth 3 1 0 2 75 102 -27 3 7 0
Dings Crusaders 3 1 0 2 56 50 6 2 6 0
Camborne 3 1 0 2 84 95 -11 2 6 0
Bournville 3 1 0 2 75 89 -14 2 6 0
Old Redcliffians 3 1 0 2 58 93 -35 1 5 0
Newport (Salop) 3 0 0 3 51 106 -55 2 2 0
Dudley Kingswinford 3 0 0 3 50 106 -56 2 2 0

HOW THEY STAND HOW THEY STAND

 P  W  D  L  F  A  Diff BP Pts Adj  P  W  D  L  F  A  Diff BP Pts Adj

Lewis Minkilin 
Hull Ionians
Richard Hayes 
Rotherham Titans
Seremaia Turagabeci 
Leeds Tykes
Reece Dean 
Hull
Elliot Fisher 
Sheffield
Mark Ireland 
Sheffield Tigers
Cormac Nolan 
Lymm
William Hunt 
Preston Grasshoppers
Ryan Burrows 
Sheffield

53

47

40

39

34

28

27

25

20

Benjamin Coen 
Exeter University
Dale Bowyer 
Hinckley
James Preston 
Chester
Jacob Fewtrell 
Bournville
Alexander Ducker 
Cambourne
Jamie Eslwood 
Hornets
Charlie Grimes 
Luctonians
Morgan Meredith 
Loughborough Students
Archie Heard 
Hinckley

39

35

33

28

25

25

25

23

22

Elliot Fisher 
Sheffield
Ryan Burrows 
Sheffield
Lewis Minikin 
Huill Ionians
William Archer 
Sheffield Tigers
Thomas Carleton 
Flyde
Benjamin Douglas 
Tynedale
William Hardwick 
Leeds Tykes
Nathan Hill 
Hull Ioanians
Christian Hooper 
Sheffield

4

4

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

Dale Bowyer 
Hinckley
Alexander Ducker 
Camborne
Charles Grimes 
Luctonians
Ethan Harley 
Newport (Salop)
Ben Link 
Luctonians
Albert Stretch 
Clifton
Charlie Carter 
Hornets
Tomiwa Agbongbon 
Loughborough Students
Benjamin Joseland 
Exeter University

7

5

5

4

4

4

3

3

3

LEADING POINTS 
SCORERS

LEADING POINTS 
SCORERSLEADING TRY 

SCORERS
LEADING TRY 
SCORERS

Dorking 3 3 0 0 154 46 108 3 15 0
Esher 3 2 0 1 109 87 22 4 12 0
Old Albanians 3 2 0 1 102 57 45 3 11 0
Barnes 2 2 0 0 98 60 38 2 10 0
Henley 3 2 0 1 100 85 15 2 10 0
Tonbridge Juddians 3 2 0 1 81 90 -9 2 10 0
Bury St Edmunds 3 2 0 1 92 74 18 1 9 0
Guernsey 3 1 0 2 94 106 -12 3 7 0
Canterbury 3 1 0 2 88 71 17 2 6 0
Wimbledon 3 1 0 2 91 157 -66 2 6 0
Worthing 2 1 0 1 55 45 10 1 5 0
Sevenoaks 3 1 0 2 66 109 -43 0 4 0
Westcombe Park 3 0 0 3 88 115 -27 4 4 0
North Walsham 3 0 0 3 38 154 -116 0 0 0

HOW THEY STAND
 P  W  D  L  F  A  Diff BP Pts Adj

Benjamin Cook 
Barnes
Henry Anscombe 
Dorking
Benjamin Adams 
Sevenoaks
Max Tichtener 
Henley
Sam Jones 
Old Albanians
Alexander Cahill 
Westcombe Park
Sam Morley 
Esher
James Botterill 
Esher
Thomas Howe 
Dorking

47

44

36

33

32

31

29

25

25

James Botterill  
Esher
Thomas Howe 
Dorking
Oluwaesyi Ajeigbe 
Old Albanians
James Burger 
Guernsey 
Nathan Morris 
Canterbury
Finn Osborne 
Dorking
Kemp Price 
Old Albanians
Malek Touilzak 
Wimbledon
Jack Forrest 
Worthing

5

5

4

4

4

4

4

4

3

LEADING POINTS 
SCORERS

LEADING TRY 
SCORERS
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NEWS
EXTRA
De Beer signs to ease 
Cardiff’s fl y-half strife
CARDIFF have com-
pleted the signing of  
former South Africa 
U20 fly-half  Tinus de 
Beer.

De Beer has been a 
long-term target for 
Cardiff  who have lost 
Jarrod Evans and 
Rhys Priestland this 
summer.

The WRU blocked 
initial efforts to sign 
the 27-year-old from 
Currie Cup side 
the Pumas but the 
deal has now been 
finalised. De Beer 
said: “I am extremely 
grateful to be here. It 
is a great club with 
great history.”

Jones is Ospreys target
to succeed Edwards 
OSPREYS are keen to 
bring in Mark Jones 
as defence coach. 
Jones, 43, recently led 
Wales U20s to sixth 
place at the Junior 
World Champion-
ships while on a 
short-term contract. 
Darren Edwards had 
filled the Ospreys role 

since January 2022 
but is no longer part 
of  the set-up.

Jones was part of  
the coaching set-up 
at Crusaders from 
2020 to 2021. He was 
then defence coach 
at Worcester prior 
to the club entering 
administration.

Young heads for exit 
following investigation 
DAI Young has left his 
role as Cardiff  direc-
tor of  rugby despite 
an investigation into 
bullying allegations 
finding “insufficient 
evidence”. Young de-
nied the accusations 
but was suspended on 
April 20. A barrister 
concluded there was 

insufficient evidence
to support any 
allegations. Young 
and Cardiff  agreed 
to his departure after 
relationships became 
“strained”. 

Matt Sherratt and 
Richie Rees have 
been taking Cardiff  
pre-season training.

Wales still hopeful 
for Faletau’s return
WALES say No.8 Taulupe Faletau remains 
in contention for the World Cup as he 
battles a calf  injury. Faletau did not travel 
to Turkey for a training camp but remains 
in the 48-man squad. The 32-year-old will 
miss the warm-up game against England 
on Saturday, but Wales are optimistic.

“His rehab is going well so we are very 
hopeful he will be available for selection 
for the World Cup,” said forwards coach 
Jonathan Humphreys.

Bemand takes reins 
of Ireland women
FORMER England attack coach Scott Be-
mand has become head coach of  the Ire-
land women’s team. Bemand, 44, joins on 
a three-year deal, replacing Greg McWil-
liams, who left after the Six Nations. 

Bemand, who played scrum-half  for 
Harlequins, Leicester and Bath, spent 
eight years with the England women’s 
side and was part of  the record-breaking 
winning run of  30 Tests and the World 
Cup final defeats in 2017 and 2022.

Cleall set for dual 
role at Harlequins
ENGLAND prop Bryony Cleall has 
signed a new contract with Harlequins. 
The 31-year-old scored five tries in nine 
league outings for Quins last season after 
joining from Wasps.

Cleall has won seven caps for the Red 
Roses since making her debut against 
Ireland in the 2019 Women’s Six Nations.

She will take on a coaching role at 
Twickenham Stoop this season, acting as 
forwards transition coach.

A FOUL play Television 
Match Official  ‘Bunker’ 
review system is one of  
a number of  innovations 
set to be used during the 
World Cup warm-ups.

The various innova-
tions are intended to pro-
vide “even more support 
to match officials” and 
help bring fans “as close to 
the action as possible”.

They include a shot 
clock for kicks at goal and 
Hawk-Eye for replays.

World Rugby used the 
TMO Bunker during the 
recent World Rugby U20 
Championship.

If, after two video re-
plays, the on-field referee 
is unable to decide if  an 
incident deserves a red 
card, they have the option 
to show a yellow card. 
That then gives a second 
TMO a chance to have a 
detailed look at the inci-
dent in more detail, with 
all angles available.

The “Foul Play Review 
Officer” (FPRO), situated 
within the TMO Bunker 
will have up to eight min-
utes to review the inci-
dent. The yellow card can 
then be upgraded to a red 
with the player not return-
ing to the field. This helps 
avoid players being wrong-
ly shown a red card, as En-
gland’s Freddie Steward 
was in the Six Nations.

As well as the bunker 
trial, Hawk-Eye technol-
ogy will “act as the inde-
pendent video replay op-
erator, to support referees 
and enhances accuracy of  
decision making”.

In-game play is expect-
ed to be increased by the 
introduction of  the shot 
clock which gives players 
90 seconds to take a con-
version, and 60 seconds to 
take a penalty kick. This 
was trialled in this year’s 
Six Nations.

Other innovations, such 
as Ref  Cam and Smart 
Ball match data, will aim 
to add to the matchday ex-
perience for fans.

“Bringing the latest 
technology, processes and 
rugby focused innovations 
into Six Nations Rugby 
competitions is a core part 
of  helping drive the collec-
tive growth of  the game,” 
Julie Paterson, director of  
rugby at Six Nations Rug-
by said.

“The likes of  the Bun-
ker Trial and Hawk-Eye 
will offer even more sup-
port to match officials and 
the decisions they make 
in the heat of  a live match 
environment. For fans, we
want to bring them as close 
to the action as possible.”

Summer 
Tests use 
‘Bunker’ 
review 
system 

NEWS
EXTRARugby Championship

Australia ..............................7pts New Zealand  .................. 38pts

EDDIE Jones’ Aussie 
nightmare continues
as New Zealand 
sealed their third 
consecutive Rugby 
Championship by 
dispatching the Wal-
labies at the MCG in 
front of  the biggest 
crowd at a Bledisloe 
Cup game in 20 years.

The former England 
head coach has inherited 
a troubled Australia side 
that have won just one 
of  their last seven Tests, 
while New Zealand are 
hitting form at the per-
fect time and laid down 
a marker ahead of  the 
World Cup by comfortably 
extending their unbeaten 
streak to 10 matches. 

New Zealand retained 
the Bledisloe Cup for the 
21st straight year and 
their beefy forwards and 
scintillating back play 
blew Australia away in a 
commanding six-try win. 

Australia had their mo-

New Zealand went to the 
corner as they dominated 
possession and territory 
at the end of  a breath-
less first half  and hooker 
Codie Taylor grounded off  
the maul for his 20th All 
Black try. 

Gordon repeatedly tried
to get danger man Nawaq- 
anitawase into the game 
with crossfield kicks but 
they were too shallow 
with Mark Telea winning 
the battle in the air. 

Neat hands down the 
short side from the pack 
got New Zealand within 
five metres and Marika 
Koroibete sent to the sin 
bin for a deliberate offside.
Telea produced a quick 
tap and went over to catch 
the Wallaby defence nap-
ping but the try was  ruled 
out by the TMO due to the 
Blues winger knocking on
when he picked up the 
ball.

ments and made a spirit-
ed 203 tackles but Jones 
will be concerned at their 
ill-discipline and red zone 
efficiency, failing to score 
whilst on top at the start 
of  the second half. 

Aaron Smith produced 
an excellent grubber kick 
that rolled out on Austra-
lia’s five metre line as Ian 
Foster’s side, for the third 
consecutive match, made 
the ideal fast start.

Off  the resulting line-
out, a brutal, thundering 
tackle by Scott Barrett on 
scrum-half  Tate McDer-
mott dislodged the ball and 
Shannon Frizzell pounced 
to go over untouched. 

The competition’s 
top points scorer Richie 
Mo’unga kicked the extras 
while his opposite num-
ber Gordon continued to 
struggle with his restart 
failing to go 10m. Jones’ 
worries continued as his 

The Wallabies needed a 
response and the electric 
Mark Nawaqanitawase 
provided it with a scin-
tillating run through the 
middle, brushing off  at-
tempted tacklers. Nawaqa-
nitawase was brought 
down five metres shy but 
No.8 Rob Valetini pow-
ered over to put Australia 
ahead.

The Wallabies had nice 
phase play with quick ball 
early on but 22-year-old 
tyro No.10 Carter Gordon 
could not take advantage 
of  Australia’s early break-
down dominance as his 
25m penalty from straight 
in front sailed wide.

inspirational leader Allan 
Alaalatoa was stretch-
ered off  before half  time 
following a scrum with a 
nasty looking leg injury. 

Taniela Tupou came on 
to make his first appear-
ance in nine months after 

rupturing his achilles last 
year but struggled after 
picking up a rib injury.

New Zealand kept 
punching away and then 
released their star out 
wide as wing Will Jordan 
continued his free scoring 
form of  23 tries in 24 Tests 
after 21 phases of  relent-
less pressure on the stroke 
of  half-time.

Australia went to the 
corner three times at the 
start of  the second half  
but heroic defence by Scott 
Barrett and a trademark 
jackal by Ardie Savea kept 
New Zealand on top.

The home side’s bright 
start in the second half  

went unrewarded as Tup-
ou was sent to the sin bin 
for a high shot on Nepo 
Laulala and moments lat-
er New Zealand utilised 
their numerical advan-
tage with substitute Caleb 
Clarke going over for a 
pick and go score.

Deft hands to the out-
side resulted in Telea 
crossing after an assist by 
Jordan, who stepped two 
defenders and picked out 
his fellow winger with a 
classy offload. 

It was proving to be 
an All Black masterclass 
that was personified by a 
length of  the field score 
engineered by a devastat-
ing dummy and carry by 
Scott Barrett. The Crusad-
ers lock found Anton Lie-
nert-Brown with a clever 
offload and ten metres 
out debutant scrum-half  
Cam Roigard recognised 
the space on the opposing 
flank. He flew a pass to 
Rieko Ioane and the centre 
played a one-two with Te-
lea, for the former to put 
the finishing touch on a 
Bledisloe classic try.

�By BEN
JAYCOCK

Tries: Valetini 7
Conversions: Gordon 8

Tries: Frizell 3, Taylor 34, Jordan 42, Clarke 59, Telea 64, 
Ioane 67
Conversions: Mo’unga 35, 43, 61, 68

All Blacks pull Wallabies apart

few tweaks. There are a 
lot of  things we need to 
fix up. We’ll train hard-
er and get better.”

Wallabies prop James 
Slipper added: “That 
first half  was an ex-
tremely tough encoun-

A DEVASTATED Angus 
Bell said the Wallabies 
had let Australia down 
after another miserable 
night in front of  a huge 
crowd in Melbourne.

Loosehead Bell said: 
“It’s hard, we’ve let 

ter… but we fell short in 
the second. We’ll keep 
our heads down and 
keep working hard and 
be the better for it.”

New Zealand wing 
Will Jordan kept up his 
blistering try scoring 

down all the Melbourne 
people that came out to 
watch us. We’ve let down 
Eddie, we’ve let down 
Australia – it’s hard be-
cause we work so hard. 

“We’ve got to come 
back next week with a 

form and revelled in his 
side’s big win.

He said: “It’s a good 
feeling. We knew coming 
over here was going to 
be a huge challenge, 
and we got that. It was 
an up-tempo game, the 

Wallabies were hugely 
physical in the first half  
especially. They fronted 
up pretty well. It was 
just about being patient. 
When we were able to 
go six or seven phases 
or more, we were able 

to get success. In the 
second half, a few of  our 
athletes got going and it 
was good fun.

“Defence has been a 
huge thing for us this 
year and it’s great to see 
our efforts pay off.”

Fliers: Rieko 
Ioane scores New 
Zealand’s sixth 
try, with Will 
Jordan getting 
their third, inset

PICTURES: 
Getty Images

Triumph: The All 
Blacks celebrate 
with the Rugby 
Championship 
trophy and 
Bledisloe Cup

We let everybody down out there, admits devastated prop Bell

Dejected: Wallaby fly-half Quade Cooper

Black try. 

jackal by Ardie Savea kept 

The bulldozing Valetini was at the forefront 
of many Australia attacks producing strong 
carries to provide front foot ball. He took his 
try brilliantly but came up against one of the 
best back rowers in the modern era. Savea 
produced a textbook jackal to get his side out
of jail at the start of the second half and he 
carried more than any other forward (56m).

CLOSE-UP
VROB VALETINI

Australia No.8 New Zealand No.8
ARDIE SAVEA

AUSTRALIA: Kellaway 7; 
Nawaqanitawase 7.5, Petaia 
5.5 (Perese 68, 5), Kerevi 6, 
Koroibete 7; Gordon 5 (Cooper 
50, 5), McDermott 6 (White 51, 
5); Bell 7 (Slipper 48, 6), Porecki 
6 (Uelese 48, 6), Alaalatoa (c) 6 
(Tupou 38, 5, Bell 69), Frost 6, 
Skelton 6.5 (Arnold 48, 6), Hol-
loway 5 (Leota 48, 6), Hooper 7 
(Bell 62-68), Valetini 7.5 
NEW ZEALAND: B Barrett 6 
(Clarke 58, 7.5); Jordan 8, Ioane 
7.5, J Barrett 8 (Lienert-Brown 
63, 7.5), Telea 8.5; Mo’unga 
8, Smith 7.5 (Roigard 61, 7.5); 
de Groot 7 (Tu’ungafasi 51, 
6), Taylor 7.5 (Taukei’aho 51, 
6.5), Lomax 7 (Laulala 54, 7), 
Retallick 7 (Whitelock 51, 7), S 
Barrett 9, Frizell 8.5 (Jacobson 
66, 6), Papali’i 7, Savea (c) 8.5 

REFEREE: Wayne Barnes (Eng)
ATTENDANCE: 83,994

Star man
Scott Barrett - New Zealand 

TEAMS

MATCH STATS...

AUS v NZ
8 Penalties conceded 12
13 Lineouts won 11
0 Lineouts lost 0
3 Scrums won 5
2 Scrums lost 1
2 Sin bin 0

P W  L  Diff BP Pts
New Zealand 3 3 0 75 2 14
South Africa 3 2 1 17 1 9
Argentina 3 1 2 -27 1 5
Australia 3 0 3 -65 1 1

How they fi nished
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Feature

Centurion: Stuart Hogg celebrates beating England in the Six Nations for the second 
year running in 2022                                   PICTURE: Getty Images

‘I’ve given everything 
I could to the game’

Ben Jaycock sits down 
with Stuart Hogg to  
discuss his career and
his plans for the future 

S
COTLAND centurion Stu-
art Hogg made shockwaves 
across the rugby landscape 
when he announced his 
immediate retirement last 
month having previously 
been set to bow out after 

the World Cup. 
Scotland’s record try scorer decided 

to hang up his boots because he felt 
his body was letting him down. Knee 
surgery had hindered his ability to 
replicate his blistering form of  previ-
ous years and Hogg admits he fell out 
of  love with playing the game.

Hogg, 31, who scored 27 tries for 
Scotland, told The Rugby Paper: “I 
always had high standards in what 
I was trying to achieve but unfortu-
nately the body let me down which is 
disappointing. 

“I decided enough was enough 
and my body was affecting my mood. 
Being around my wife with three 
kids and another on the way, it’s not 
a healthy environment for me to be 
involved in when I feel like this. I’ve 
been in rugby for a very long time and 
I felt like I’ve given everything that I 
could possibly give to the game.”

Hogg, who is now a pundit for TNT 
Sports, added: “I was excited for life af-
ter rugby. I got to the point of  thinking 
‘why wait’. I would have loved to have 
gone to the World Cup but physically 
I was nowhere near where I needed 
to be. I’m not someone who goes into 
things half-hearted and I got to the 
point where enough is enough.

“I got to the point where it was 
becoming a chore and I’d always said 
to myself  whenever rugby became a 
job it was a time to walk away. I was 
struggling to get motivated to get my 
body moving.”

The British and Irish Lion and is 
thankful to his Exeter Chiefs and Scot-
land team-mates in being so accepting 
of  his retirement. 

“Rob (Baxter, Exeter director 
of  rugby) and Gregor (Townsend, 
Scotland head coach) were brilliant 
because they care about you as a 
person more than the player and I 
felt a huge sense of  love from that. I 
was open and honest and said you’re 
not going to get the best out of  me. 
They appreciated the honesty and I 
appreciated the love I got off  the back 
of  that.”

Hogg, who is just the fourth Scot-
land player to reach 100 caps, captain-
ing the side 22 times, helped Scotland 
to some famous wins over the years, 
including beating England three times 
on the trot in the Six Nations from 
2021 to 2023. And he takes great pride 
in seeing the team progress under his 
watch as captain to the point where 
they could produce back-to-back wins. 

He said: “To pick out individual mo-
ments is tough. The big things were 

beating England, the first time in 38 
years at Twickenham, beating Wales 
away for the first time in 18 years, and 
France away for the first time in 20 
years. These things were massive but  
I was always big on progression and 
these big games are one thing but it’s 
the ability to do it again and again. 

“I love nothing more than backing 
up wins and they were few and far be-
tween but the progress was worth it.”

Hogg had long admired Exeter 
before joining from Glasgow in 2019 
and in his first season helped the club 
secure a historic Premiership and 
European Champions Cup double. 

He added: “I’d watched Exeter 
for years and was a big fan of  them 
because they’d came from nothing, up 
from the Championship to next min-
ute in numerous different finals. It 
was something I wanted to be apart of  
because I’d been in a similar situation 
with Glasgow and never quite got to 
the stage I wanted to be but in 2019 it 
was the right time to move on. I loved 
it there and the timing couldn’t be any 
better.” 

There’s been a mass exodus from 
Sandy Park this summer with experi-
enced players like Jack Nowell, Luke 
Cowan-Dickie and Harry Williams 
departing but Hogg believes the club’s 
young talent will help them through 
the transitional period. 

“There’s a lot of  good youngsters 
coming through, at the full-back 
position especially with Josh Hodge 
and Tommy Wyatt, who have kept me 
on my toes for the past couple years,” 
said Hogg. “There’s a lot of  experience 
leaving with about 20 boys walking 
out the door at the end of  last season 
but there’s been quality players signed 
as well and a lot of  old heads like club 
captain Jack Yeandle still there. 

“Stu Townsend has had a few 
injuries over the last couple of  years, 
we haven’t seen the best of  him so 
if  he can stay fit and healthy he’ll be 
massive for the club. I’d love to see 
them kick on and do well.”

Premiership clubs are finding it 
harder than ever to contest the later 
rounds in European competitions 
due to the difference in salary caps in 
England, France and Ireland. No En-
glish club has reached the final since 
Exeter’s triumph in 2020 and Hogg 
would love to see that change.

He said: “Ultimately we’re not in a 
position to compete in Europe because 
we’re miles behind financially. I’d love 
to see English teams go far because 
I truly believe this is the best league. 
You’re always going to be talking 
about Saracens and Exeter but Sale 
are dark horses nowadays as they 
were so good last year. We want the 
best players in the best league, playing 
in the best competition at the latter 
stages.”

n TNT Sports is the ultimate home 
for sports fans. You can stream TNT 
Sports on the discovery+ app and 
watch on all major TV platforms. This 
isn’t Just Sport, This is Everything. For 
more info visit: tntsports.co.uk

COVENTRY secured their 
highest ever finish in the 
Championship last sea-
son and young second 
row George Smith knows 
there’s added pressure 
this time around.

Smith, 22, made 18 ap-
pearances and scored two 
tries in his first Cham-
pionship campaign as 
Cov improved from their 
eighth place in 2021/22 to 
third last season. 

The 6ft 9in, 19st 8lb lock 
stepped up last season 
from Old Redcliffians on a 
trial basis before impress-
ing enough to earn a per-
manent deal.

He said: “I am very ex-
cited for next season but 
there is a bit of  pressure 
on us to perform follow-
ing our great performance 
last season. We’ve signed 
some really good players 
who are going to bring a 
lot to the team. 

“My first season had 
lots of  learning being in 
the environment for the 
first time. I played a lot 
of  matches early on and 
while there are always 
things you can do better, 
it was a good first season.”

A big ball carrier and 
tough tackler, Smith is 
thriving in the Champi-
onship and believes the 
league will get stronger as 
a result of  its involvement 
in the Premiership Cup.

He said: “It’s a physical 
league that is undervalued 
in a lot of  ways, there’s 
a lot of  good players. 
There’s going to be a lot of  
competition this year, Jer-
sey and Ealing have made 
some big signings.

“The Prem Cup will be 
a good spotlight opportu-
nity for people to perform 
in scenarios in which 
they haven’t before in the 
Championship, it’s going 
to open up a lot of  doors.”

Smith says he owes a lot 
to head coach Alex Rae for 
his growth in the last year. 
“Alex has been awesome 
for me, he’s really helped 
my game come along,” he 
said. “He used to be in a 
similar position to me be-
ing a young lock once. He’s 
helped me set piece wise 
and has been good on a 
personal level. He’s helped 
me in every situation I 
need advice on.”

Cov fly-half  Pat Pel-
legrini is set to represent 
Tonga at the World Cup 
and Smith added: “Pat is 
such a good player, we’re 
all very proud of  him. It’s 
great he’s been capped and 
hopefully he gets selected. 
It’s good for the club as 
well to get some exposure 
overseas.”

BEN JAYCOCK

Smith’s 
backing 
Cov to 
get better 

NEWS
EXTRA

Rugby Calendar 
Working closely with our army of top 
photographers, The Rugby Paper 
produces an annual calendar – your 
perfect opportunity to advertise with 
us 365 days a year!

Rugby 
Podcast
‘The Rugby Paper’ 
podcast is your 
ultimate backstage 
pass to the 
most captivating 
debates, controversies, highs and 
lows within the game.
Hosted by our team of seasoned 
rugby journalists alongside former and 
current greats of the sport, this riveting 
podcast delivers an unparalleled 
insider perspective that true fans crave 
with detailed insights, interviews and 
analysis of all the biggest stories and 
issues across the world of rugby.
‘The Rugby Paper’ podcast caters to 
all levels of rugby….from the Rugby 
World Cup and Six Nations to the 
domestic game and everything in 
between, keeping listeners up-to-
date on the moments and decisions 
that shape the course of the rugby 
landscape.
Become a headline sponsor, or 
advertiser on the podcast to get 
your message in front of a vibrant 
community of rugby enthusiasts who 
make our podcast a weekly ritual.

Rugby Covered

Top Columnists

Interviews

News

Results

Match Reports



...Print
Standard advert sizesAdvertising opportunities

...Digital
Standard desktop & mobile sizes

STANDARD Desktop & Mobile Specs:

Site WRAP .........................Price on application 
Leaderboard .....................................................£600
Large Leaderboard MPU ..................................£600
MPU ................................................................. £300
140 x 300 .......................................................... £250 
140 x 140 .......................................................... £200

CUSTOMISED

Native/Sponsored posts ..................................... POA
Social .................................................................. POA
Newsletter .................................... £125 per week
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“Ferry travel is the 

answer to travelling 

cost effectively, 

fl exibly, sustain-

ably and stress free”

Score a winning try at 

the Rugby World Cup 

with Direct Ferries
A

s the Rugby World 

Cup gets under-
way in France on 

Friday September 

8 there’s no better 

– or easier – way 
for fans to travel 

to the iconic tournament than by 

ferry.
As the world’s largest ferry 

ticket booking site, Direct Ferries 

offers fans a convenient, reliable 

and cost-effective way to see the 

hotly anticipated England, Ireland, 

Scotland and Wales rugby matches 

across France and enjoy the sites 

and scenes of  ‘L’Hexagone’.

Unleash the spirit of  adventure 

Ferry journeys enhance the travel 

experience and offer a fun and 

adventurous way to reach your 

destination. Not only this, but 

with fixtures on up and down the 

country, choosing to travel by ferry 

with a car means fans can move be-

tween matches at their own leisure, 

in their own time. 
Providing the freedom to roam 

inspires the spirit for adventure. 

Explore the picturesque coastal 

and country regions of  France on 

scenic and traffic free roads and 

take some time to visit the nation’s 

renowned cultural landmarks in 

host cities, including Bordeaux, 

Lille, Marseille, Nantes, Nice, Par-

is, St Etienne and Toulouse. 

Ferries = Hassle Free Travel 

Ferry travel is the answer to trav-

elling cost effectively, comfortably, 

flexibly, sustainably and stress free. 

There is no costly luggage allow-

ance, and you can wave goodbye to 

airport delays and flight cancel-

lations. Pack your car to the brim 

with your favourite tees and rugby 

merch and use the roof  for extra 

baggage or even bikes. All strapped 

in? It’s time to kick back, put on 

the A/C, play your best road trip 

tunes and enjoy all the benefits of  

travelling in the comfort of  your 

own car.
Ships are equipped with spacious 

and comfortable lounges, restau-

rants, bars, TV areas, cinemas and 

duty-free shops, not to mention the 

stunning and calming sea view. 

And for overnight crossings, en 

suite cabin options offer peace, rest 

and privacy to ensure that you ar-

rive at your destination revitalised 

and ready to embrace rugby fever!

Ferries are a more sustainable 

travel choice
The travel sector accounts for 

around 8 per cent of  global carbon 

emissions, and there is now more 

than ever a desire for people to 

make greener and more eco-friend-

ly choices when it comes to 

travelling and reducing their travel 

carbon footprint.
Ferry travel allows travellers to 

make greener and more eco-friend-

ly choices. The Direct Ferries Car-

bon Calculator allows passengers 

to calculate their carbon footprint, 

travelling by train and ferry, car 

and ferry (petrol and electric) and 

short-haul flight, so they can see 

the positive impact they are mak-

ing in just a few clicks.  

For example, the calculator 

shows that a car travelling with 

four passengers travelling to a 

match from London to Paris could 

lower their emissions by 60 per 

cent by travelling with a car and 

ferry, in comparison to taking a 

short-haul flight.

Ferries offer Freedom 

and Flexibility 

Taking a ferry to France has 

never been easier. Rugby fans can 

depart from a number of  ports on 

England’s south coast, including 

Dover, Portsmouth, Plymouth and 

Poole and arrive at their destina-

tion in as little as 90 minutes.

Choose between Brittany Fer-

ries, P&O Ferries, Irish Ferries or 

DFDS and bring the car across the 

Channel.
Take the overnight ferry from 

Portsmouth to St Malo with Brit-

tany ferries and drive five hours 

south to the Nouveau Stade de Bor-

deaux to watch Wales play Fiji. The 

UNESCO-listed city of  Bordeaux 

is a stylish coastal city which ele-

gantly blends tradition and moder-

nity. Known for its exquisite wines, 

take some time out to indulge in 

a wine tasting experience. Or get 

active at the 
beach, 

and experience the coastal magic 

of  Arcachon, Europe’s longest and 

highest dune of  sand.

Or sail from Portsmouth to Le 

Havre and drive two and a half  to 

three hours to cheer on your favou-

rite teams and watch them battle it 

out at the Stade de France in Paris. 

The iconic French capital will host 

some of  the most crucial matches 

during the tournament – with a 

wealth of  things to do and explore. 

Take the time to explore the 

city’s landmarks, including the 

Eiffel Tower, Louvre Museum, and 

Notre-Dame Cathedral.

Tickets are selling fast, so please 

visit the Direct Ferries website 

to find the perfect ferry for your 

World Cup rugby trip. And even if  

games are sold out, the parties and 

atmosphere around the tourna-

ment will be well worth the 

experience!
Book now to experience 

the biggest Rugby World 

Cup matches by 
ferry this September 

directferries.co.uk
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C
heslin Kolbe’s mid-
contract switch
from Toulouse to
Toulon raised a few
eyebrows in
France. The deal
itself  is not a prob-

lem – nevermind the clear disgust of
La Rochelle’s Jonathan Danty, who
described it as, ‘a shame’ and said it
‘tarnishes the image of  the players’. 

Danty’s views are at the harsh end
of  the spectrum – Kolbe and
Toulouse were heading inexorably
towards a divorce, anyway, and all
parties decided a quick break would
be less painful than a drawn-out
parting of  the ways. 

And the fact is the rules that allow
for it have been exploited for years.
Montpellier spent €1m or so to buy
out Louis Picamoles’ Northampton
contract after just one season in the
Premiership, then another €1.4mil-
lion to bring Johan Goosen out of
‘retirement’ by buying his contract
from Racing 92.

Lyon forked out an unspecified
sum – rumoured to hit seven figures
– to pry Josua Tuisova from Toulon.
And in 2018, Stade Francais shelled-
out €750,000 for the services of  Gael
Fickou a year before his existing
Toulouse deal had expired, and
spent another €700,000 convincing
La Rochelle to let Yoann Maestri
leave before he even arrived. 

No, the issue is that these moves
are becoming more common: Kolbe’s
deal is the second big-name club
change in a matter of  months, after
Fickou made a bargain-basement
late-season move from Stade Fran-
cais to Racing 92 in March. 

That’s a far-from exhaustive list
and doesn’t include those players

such as Picamoles, Levan Chilacha-
va, George Merrick, and Thomas
Jolmes who were going to leave a
club at the end of  the season anyway,
but were allowed to join their new
employers early.

Danty’s not alone in his opinion,
either. Others have blamed players
for ‘not respecting their contracts’, as
if  that’s the only thing that matters,
while others have suggested rugby is
taking too many steps along the rocky
road towards football-style transfers
and players as commodities.

Rene Bouscatel, the relatively
recently elected president of  the
Ligue Nationale de Rugby (LNR),
which runs the top two professional
divisions in France, is concerned
enough to want to be seen to be
doing something. He told L’Equipe:
“We need to think about this trans-
fer period so that it does not take
place during the season. Until now, it
has been very limited in the number
of  players. But there have been two
cases, one last season (Fickou), one
this season (Kolbe), which must
push the LNR board to reflect. We
will certainly have discussions to
see if  there are rules to put in place.”

Whether he’s hinting here at a
transfer window, with some sort of
deadline day remains to be seen.
There would be issues – players’
union Provale would fight for exten-
sions for players who find
themselves suddenly unemployed.

Kolbe’s mid-contract move looks an
awful lot like transfer market proto-
duck. And it makes a noise that to
the untrained, non-lawyerly ear
sounds a lot like a proto-quack.

Kolbe, if  he was watching from
Australia where he’s with South
Africa’s squad, saw his new Toulon
side – stripped of  some 20 players for
various reasons – draw 24-24 with
Montpellier. Anthony Belleau’s
eight penalties were eventually can-
celled out by an after-the-hooter try
from back row Zach Mercer.

Earlier, Biarritz – in their first
Top 14 outing for seven seasons –
served notice on the rest of  the Top
14 with a dominant 27-15 win over an
undercooked Bordeaux. But for a
two-try burst of  pride in the final ten
minutes from the visitors, this was
Biarritz all the way. Twelve other
clubs now know not to underesti-
mate the Basque side.

Perpignan, promoted as ProD2
champions, found their return to the
top flight much harder, losing 36-15 at

Bouscatel, a lawyer by training,
profession and inclination, has what
may appear to non-lawyers as a tech-
nicality-led relationship with
transfers. Officially, he is against
player transfers of  the football kind. 

But … there’s a but. He appeared
to hedge his bets somewhat, soon
after his election as LNR President
earlier this year, telling journalists:
“Personally, I am against transfers
in rugby, as is done in soccer. I con-
sider, perhaps in a backward-looking
way, that people are not merchandise.
On the other hand, buying out a con-
tract is not a transfer fee in my eyes.”

Regardless of  that legal
corkscrew, it seems we’re heading
along a very particular road and it
seems there’s no easy turning back
if  a commodity or not-commodity
decision isn’t made soon.

The deal that took Kolbe from
Toulouse to Toulon may not, in a
legal sense, be a ‘transfer’ – but
we’re so used to the football-style
twice-yearly player market that

Brive on a pitch that had to be paint-
ed green due to a fungal infection. 

The pitch, unusually, was not
much better at Castres – and
matched the poor quality of  action.
Ben Urdapilleta scored the game’s
only try to beat Pau 16-12 in a penal-
ty-strewn arm wrestle. Neither side
looked ready for the new campaign.

Centre Olivier Klemenczak’s late
try for Racing – rounding off  a scin-
tillating move that started deep in
their own 22 – was not the final score
of  the Parisian derby. But it was a
length-of-the-pitch turnaround as
hosts Stade Francais tried to fight
their way back into the game. Kylan
Hamdoaui then scored an intercept
try for Stade to give the final 36-21
score a gloss of  respectability.

This evening, Ronan O’Gara’s La
Rochelle entertain Toulouse in a
repeat of  last season’s Top 14 and
Champions Cup finals, after Lyon
and Clermont – who played one
another in pre-season ten days ago –
meet again, this time for real.

“Buying out a con-
tract is not a transfer
fee in my eyes”

- Rene Bouscatel

Kolbe saga
could lead
to transfer
windows

Serving notice:
Ex-Harlequins
fly-half Brett
Herron scores
in Biarritz’s win 
over Bordeaux 

Biarritz 27-15 Bordeaux
Brive 36-15 Perpignan
Castres 16-12 Pau
Stade Francais 21-36 Racing 92
Toulon 24-24 Montpellier

                          P  W  L  D    F     A    Diff  Pts
Brive                       1    1    0    0     36     15      21      5
Racing 92              1    1    0    0     36     21      15      4
Biarritz                   1    1    0    0     27     15      12      4
Castres                  1    1    0    0     16     12        4      4
Montpellier             1    0    0    1     24     24        0      2
Toulon                    1    0    0    1     24     24        0      2
Pau                        1    0    1    0     12     16      -4      1
Clermont Auvergne  0    0    0    0       0       0        0      0
La Rochelle            0    0    0    0       0       0        0      0
Lyon                       0    0    0    0       0       0        0      0
Toulouse                 0    0    0    0       0       0        0      0
Bordeaux Bègles    1    0    1    0     15     27    -12      0
Stade Francais       1    0    1    0     21     36    -15      0
Perpignan              1    0    1    0     15     36    -21      0
Sunday September 5:
Lyon v ASM Clermont Auvergne, La
Rochelle v Toulouse
Saturday September 11:
ASM Clermont Auvergne v Castres, Mont-
pellier v Brive, Pau v Lyon, Perpignan v
Biarritz Olympique, Bordeaux Bègles v
Stade Francais, Racing 92 v La Rochelle
Sunday September 12:
Toulouse v Toulon

Top 14 results and fixtures
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Ireland ............................... 29pts England ..............................10pts

ANOTHER day, an-
other English disci-
plinary implosion 
with a red card, this 
time given to Billy 
Vunipola, for a head-
high tackle on Ire-
land loose-head An-
drew Porter in the 
52nd minute of  this 
Red Rose warm-up 
debacle in Dublin.

At that stage the game 
was already up for Steve 
Borthwick’s side. They 
were trailing 12-3 at half-
time to an Irish line-up 
which had already scored 
two first-half  tries – 
through Bundee Aki and 
Garry Ringrose – despite 
having to scrape off  a fair 
bit of  ring-rust since their 
Grand Slam triumph six 
months ago.

England’s indiscipline 
has become a chronic 
weakness, and until it 
is remedied by a radical 
change in attitude and 
rigour, their chances of  
making a statement at this 
World Cup are negligible.

Whether under Borth-
wick, or his predecessor 
Eddie Jones, this era of  
England players are seri-
al offenders, and the rot 
has spread so deep that 
any headway they make is 
soon undermined.

Borthwick now faces 
the headache of  Vunipola, 
the only outright No.8 in 
his squad, being banned 
for England’s opening pool 
matches alongside last 
week’s high-tackle offend-
er, Owen Farrell.

With England reduced 

to 14-men for their third 
consecutive match against 
Ireland, it did not take long 
for the hosts to make them 
pay, scoring another three 
second-half  touchdowns, 
by James Lowe, Mack 
Hansen, and their bench 
centurion Keith Earls, to 
rack-up a five-try haul.

All they managed in 
reply was a late Kyle Sin-
ckler touchdown when he 
just managed to force his 
way to the whitewash af-
ter being set-up when Ben 
Earl made an impressive 
burst off  the base of  a re-
treating seven-man En-
gland scrum.

The moment that 
brought the house down 
for the Irish was when the 
35-year-old Earls celebrat-
ed his 100th cap by scoring 
in the corner with a diving 
somersault after a long 
pass by Aki, with Jack 
Crowley’s conversion giv-
ing the home side their 
winning margin.    

The standing ovation 
from the Aviva Stadium 
crowd was fully deserved, 
but the ease with which 
England’s defence was 

outmaneuvered was a 
painful reminder of  how 
far standards have fallen 
since the 2019 World Cup. 

There were signs from 
the pre-match warm-up, 
where some England play-
ers appeared to meander 
through the process, that 
this team were not champ-
ing at the bit. 

This was reinforced 
when two speculative 
early kicks were not ac-
companied by a cavalry 
charge of  English chasers, 
and although early En-
glish possession was re-
warded when Ford kicked 
a penalty to give them a 3-0 
start after an Irish offside, 
it was the Grand Slam 
champions who made the 
first telling thrust.

It started when Hansen 
fielded an English high 
ball, and from the recycle 
a neat short pass by Josh 
van der Flier sent Peter 
O’Mahony through a gap-
ing midfield hole. Ireland 
very rarely scorn such 
clear cut chances, and 
there was no change here 
as they applied the finish-
ing touches when the vet-

eran flanker drew the last 
defender before passing 
inside to send Aki over.

After Ross Byrne’s con-
version gave the Irish a 7-3 
lead, it was soon apparent 
that overall Ireland were 
surprisingly rusty, mak-
ing more unforced errors 
than they made in their 
entire Grand Slam cam-
paign six months ago.

However, they were still 
leagues ahead of  England. 
Borthwick’s experienced 
line-up were blunt and dis-
jointed in attack, and too 
often lacking drive, cohe-
sion, and bite in defence. 

The England scrum was 
once more deficient in 
technique and discipline, 
with Will Stuart enduring 
another uncomfortable af-
ternoon at tight-head, and 
in the loose they came sec-
ond to the Irish forwards 

despite the grit showed by 
Courtney Lawes and Earl. 

Ben Youngs was 
guilty of  giving his chas-
ers a thankless task by 
over-clubbing his box-
kicks, and this allowed 
man-of-the-match Hansen 
to sweep them up, mostly 
unchallenged.

Connacht’s Auss-
ie-Irishman was a con-
stant threat, counter-at-
tacking with verve to 
expose England’s short-
comings.

Hansen did this in style 
after a flowing attack in-
volving Van der Flier, By-
rne, Lowe and O’Mahony 
saw the ball recycled to 
him, and his laser beam 
cross-kick to the touchline 
saw Ringrose step inside 
Freddie Steward to score 
just before the interval.      

Vunipola’s shoulder to 

nBy NICK 
CAIN

Tries: Aki 8, Ringrose 38, Lowe 55, Hansen 65, Earls 73

Conversions: Byrne 9, Crowley 74

Tries: Sinckler 71
Conversions: Ford 72

Penalties: Ford 4

Time is 
running 
out for 
chaotic 
England

thing that as a team we 
need to make sure we’re 
getting better at. To win 
these type of  matches, if  
you want to win consis-
tently, you need to have 
15 men on the field. When 
you have 14 you give your-
self  some work to do. We 
need to get better at that. 
We will have to wait and 
see what comes of  it.

“We know he didn’t 
do it on purpose. In rug-
by these things happen 
at such quick pace. He 
didn’t mean to tackle 
high.”

Vunipola does not have 
a poor record and with 
good behaviour could 
get two or three matches 
but crucially that would 
mean missing the opener 
in Marseille against Ar-
gentina. And cards at any 
stage in France will prove 
costly.

Head coach Steve 
Borthwick added: “I 
spoke to Billy briefly and, 
clearly, he is disappoint-
ed. He knows there is a 
process to go through this 
week. We want to keep 
players on the pitch for 
80 minutes of  every game 
and when you are playing 
the No.1 ranked team in 
their stadium, it becomes 
a very difficult task.

“There are disciplinary 
processes this week and 
hopefully we will find 
a conclusion to both of  
them next week. We talk-
ed about the way this 
week was disrupted and 
how I had to adapt and 
we will need to adapt next 
week. It certainly hasn’t 
helped our preparation 
and we are going to have 
to minimise the disrup-
tion from it to get the per-
formance we want.”

Courtney Lawes, En-
gland captain in Farrell’s 
absence, said: “People 
aren’t doing this on pur-
pose. With split second 
decisions things happen. 
We’ve got to try to make 
the sport safe for every-
one that plays. That’s why 
these sanctions are put in 
place. We got a red card 
today but we’re not trying 
to hurt each other. It’s not 
a question of  just saying 
tackle lower, but all we 
can do is keep working 
on it.”

Ireland boss Andy Far-
rell is set to name his 
World Cup squad on Au-
gust 28 and Keith Earls, 
celebrating his 100th 
cap with a diving try as 
Ireland finished with a 
flourish to bag their fifth 
score, did his cause no 
harm off  the bench.

Vunipola 
adds to 
Red Rose 
problems 

Running the show: 
Garry Ringrose breaks 
the tackle of Elliot 
Daly to score Ireland’s 
second try

PICTURES: 
Getty Images
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Flashpoint: Billy Vunipola tackles Andrew Porter

Summer Nations Series in 
association 

with
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Porter’s head was probably 
more about fatigue than in-
tent, but even before the of-
fence was upgraded to red, 
his sin-bin absence was 
punished on 54 minutes by 
a long looping Byrne pass 
to the touchline which put 
Lowe in.

Ten minutes later Ire-
land scored again when an 
Irish lineout drive spear-
headed by young bench 
lock Joe McCarthy was 
stopped just short, and 
from quick ruck ball Jami-
son Gibson-Park linked 
with Byrne, and his 15 
metre pass gave Hansen 
enough time and space to 
wrong-foot Steward for try 
number four.  

If  you wanted a mea-
sure of  English despera-
tion going into this third 
match of  a World Cup 
warm-up series mired in 

Red Rose mediocrity, look 
no further than the huff-
ing and puffing this week 
from the England coaches 
and players over Farrell’s 
enforced absence.

Irrespective of  the dis-
ciplinary convolutions 
that followed Farrell’s 
red card against Wales at 
Twickenham last week-
end, how England head 
coach Borthwick has led 
the attempt to turn a play-
er guilty of  a high tackle 
to the head into a wronged 
victim has stretched the 
bounds of  credibility to 
breaking point.

England should have 
put the Farrell incident 
behind them immediately, 
and planned all along to 
play a reshuffled backline 
against the Irish, with 
Ford at fly-half, rather 
than anticipate a reprieve 

for the England captain 
and talk about playing 
him in Dublin.

The confusion and lack 
of  focus was catching, and 
after Earls had finished 
the Irish scoring with 
a flourish it was left to 
Lawes, as the captain, to 
try to put the match into 
some sort of  perspective.

Lawes was candid. 
“That is not the perfor-
mance we wanted – we re-
ally hurt ourselves today 
with a lot of  errors and 
indiscipline.”

Honesty of  this sort is 
welcome, and essential. It 
is also at least a starting 
point for finding reme-
dies for a long list of  Red 
Rose deficiencies, but with 
only the Fiji warm-up to 
come, and the World Cup 
imminent, time is not on 
England’s side.

MATCH STATS...

IRELAND v ENGLAND
5 Tries 1

2/5 Conversions 1/1

0/0 Penalties 1/2

40% Kicking success 67%

0 Drop-goals 0

32 Kicks from hand 27

173 Passes 127

109 Runs 96

51% Possession 49%

41% Territory 59%

440 Metres run with ball 482

6 Clean breaks 3

24 Defenders beaten 19

5 Offloads 6

73/75 Rucks won 66/70

12 Turnovers conceded 15

120 Tackles 111

19 Missed tackles 24

86% Tackling success 82%

6 Scrums won 4

0 Scrums lost 1

16 Lineouts won 12

3 Lineouts lost 0

10 Penalties conceded 13

0/0 Yellow/red cards 0/1

Attendance: 51,000
Referee: Paul Williams (NZ)

Shrugged off Vunipola’s 
high shot but not as 
prominent as usual 

Rating: 6 out of 10

1. ANDREW PORTER

Limped off early after live-
ly loose play undermined 
by inaccurate throwing

Rating: 6

2. DAN SHEEHAN

REPLACEMENTS

IRELAND

16. Rob Herring
– for Sheehan 38. Over anxious 6
17. Jeremy Loughman
– for Porter 72. Late show 6
18. Finlay Bealham
– for Furlong 73. Big tackles 7
19. Joe McCarthy
– for O’Mahony. Few touches 6 
20. Caelan Doris
– for Ryan 69. Last knockings 6
21. Conor Murray
– for Gibson-Park 66. Slotted in 6
22. Jack Crowley
– for Byrne 69. Neat touches 6
23. Keith Earls
– for Lowe 58. Big C 7

Got away with dropping 
a scrum, powerful surges 
vexed England’s defence

Rating: 7

3. TADHG FURLONG

Another who felt his way 
into the game, mistiming 
early interventions

Rating: 6

4. TADHG BEIRNE

Ireland had some early 
lineout issues but he 
resolved them and led 
astutely

Rating: 7

5. JAMES RYAN

Set up Aki’s try with a 
well-timed break, will get 
sharper

Rating: 6

6. PETER O’MAHONY

So much more than a 
breakdown pest, keeps 
his side driving forward

Rating: 8

7. JOSH VAN DER FLIER

First start, grew into the 
contest to highlight Ire-
land’s back row riches

Rating: 7

8. CIAN PRENDERGAST

Shook off early rust to 
exploit his side’s superi-
ority in the loose

Rating: 7

9. JAMISON GIBSON-PARK

Not fazed when moves 
did not come off, long 
passing stretched 
England

Rating: 7

10. ROSS BYRNE

Outrageous early long 
clearance kick captured 
how he operates with 
maximum impact

Rating: 8

11. JAMES LOWE

Supporting run for a try, 
not required much in 
defence

Rating: 7

12. BUNDEE AKI

Reads the game so well 
that he is invariably in the 
right position 

Rating: 8

13. GARRY RINGROSE

Looks ungainly but takes 
some stopping and 
makes things happen 

Rating: 8

14. MACK HANSEN

Tested by Ford’s kicking, 
hard to catch in pos-
session

Rating: 7 out of 10

15. HUGO KEENAN

Up for it but was on 
FM while some of his 
team-mates were tuned 
in to AM

Rating: 7 out of 10

1. ELLIS GENGE

A player England cannot 
afford to succumb to the 
shoulder charge tackle 
blight

Rating: 7

2. JAMIE GEORGE

REPLACEMENTS

ENGLAND

16. Theo Dan
– for George 66. Added zip 7
17. Joe Marler
– for Genge 56. Old head 6
18. Kyle Sinckler
– for Stuart 45. Finally fired 7
19. Ollie Chessum
– for Ribbans 50. Mixed bag 6 
20. Jack Willis
– for Lawes 74. Late addition n/a
21. Danny Care
– for Youngs 56. Raised tempo 7
22. Marcus Smith
– for Daly 69. Found space 7
23. Ollie Lawrence
– for Tuilagi 60. One burst 6

A hard evening up front 
and in broken play, 
caught out defensively

Rating: 6

3. WILL STUART

Does the work of two 
which means he con-
cedes a few penalties, 
deserves more

Rating: 7

4. MARO ITOJE

Defensively solid, but 
England’s front five did 
not carry enough

Rating: 6

5. DAVID RIBBANS

England are so much 
better with him, leads 
with calm authority

Rating: 7

6. COURTNEY LAWES (C)

May find himself at 8 
against Argentina, suits 
the position with his 
direct running

Rating: 6

7. BEN EARL

Was building on the 
previous week until an 
inexcusable tackle blew it

Rating: 4

8. BILLY VUNIPOLA

Box-kicked from the off 
with varying success, 
less assured out of 
structure

Rating: 6

9. BEN YOUNGS

Got his line moving early 
on, needed quicker pos-
session – tackled low!

Rating: 7

10. GEORGE FORD

Chased hard but missed 
tackles and got turned 
over

Rating: 6

11. ELLIOT DALY

Recovered from early 
defensive lapse but taken 
off as he started to have 
impact 

Rating: 6

12. MANU TUILAGI

Only got into the game 
when England were 
down to 14 and opened 
up

Rating: 6

13. JOE MARCHANT

Enjoyed a couple of early 
touches only to be re-
duced to defensive duty

Rating: 6

14. ANTHONY WATSON

Defensive bulwark, but 
has so much more to 
offer

Rating: 7

15. FREDDIE STEWARD

PLAYER WATCH...BY PAUL REES

At last: Kyle 
Sinckler 
goes over 
for England’s 
only try
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Flying Fijians ready 
to take on the world
FIJI winger Jiuta Wa-
iniqolo says his side 
are not feeling any 
pressure as they pre-
pare for their critical 
World Cup opener 
against Wales on Sun-
day.

Fiji have risen to sev-
enth in the World Rugby 
rankings after their first 
win against England last 
weekend at Twickenham.

They have lost just once 
all season, to world num-
ber two side France. Vic-
tories over Tonga, Samoa 
and Japan won them the 
Pacific Nations Cup, and 
the Flying Fijians hold 
their highest-ever rank-
ing, above Pool C rivals 
Wales and Australia. 

And Wainiqolo – who 
won Olympic Gold with 
Fiji Sevens at Tokyo 2020 
before making the switch 
to the 15-a-side game – be-
lieves the Pacific Island 
team head into this tour-

nament with one of  the 
strongest sides they’ve 
ever had.

He said: “This is my first 
World Cup, but the boys 
who have already played in 
World Cups have said this 
is one of  the best Fiji teams 
they’ve been involved in. 

“We’re young and very 
fit compared to previous 
teams, with some big 
names and senior players 
like Semi Radradra, wise 
guys playing in France, 
and young players in Su-
per Rugby. It’s a good mix.”

Fiji have reached the 
World Cup quarter-finals 
before, beating Wales in 
a thrilling 38-34 win that 
saw them progress to the 
knockout stages in 2007, 
but it is hard to dispute 
that this current team are 
the most consistent and 
well-oiled machine the na-
tion has produced. 

Historically, while hav-
ing fleeting successes and 
sporadically running top 
tier opponents close, Fiji 
have always been held 

back by inconsistency in 
the physicality, game-man-
agement and discipline. 

But as his coach Simon 
Raiwalui did in the press 
conference following the 
win over England, Wain-
iqolo credits the creation 
of  the Fijian Drua just two 
seasons ago as being key 
to exposing Fijian players 
who don’t play for other 
Super Rugby teams, in the 
Premiership or in the Top 
14 – as he does with Toulon 
– to high-level rugby on a 
regular basis.

“In a lot of  our games 
this year we’ve seen an 
improvement on previous 
World Cups in offsides and 
penalties for example,” he 
added.

“Thanks to the Fijian 
Rugby Union making the 
Drua team in Super Rugby, 
development is way better.

“It’s made a big differ-
ence this year, to play in 
a quarter-final against 
Crusaders was great and 
they’ve been improv-
ing every year. It will be 

great next year with more 
games in Fiji, and the fans 
and the people of  Fiji will 
love it.”

With the added weight 
of  expectation that Fiji 
have heading into this 
World Cup, it would per-
haps follow that this leaves 
them exposed to a level 
of  pressure they have not 
been under in previous 
tournaments.

From being the 
fourth-highest ranked 
team in their pool in 2015 
– in a group where Wales 
and Australia progressed 
– to being the third-highest 
in 2019, where the same 
two teams went through, 
they are now the first tier 
two nation to head into 
a World Cup as the top 
ranked team in any pool.

But Wainiqolo insists 
there is no added pressure. 

“For me personally, I 
don’t feel any pressure,” he 
added. “I’ve played in the 
Olympics, so this intensity 
is normal. 

“Being named in the 

World Cup squad was a 
huge achievement for 
me, I am very proud 
for myself  and my 
family to represent 
my country.

“In Fiji some 
supporters always 
say negative things, 
like every country, 
but we know ourselves. 
Through being in camp 
and training together we 
believe in ourselves and 
we’re ready for one of  the 
toughest World Cups. 

“The tier one teams and 
so many tier two teams are 
stacked with big names. So 
we don’t feel any pressure 
because all we can do is 
take it day-by-day to get ev-
erything right before the 
World Cup.

“Our main focus right 
now is Wales. We’re real-
ly looking forward to that 
game. We got very close 
against Australia in the 
first game last time, so we 
know with the improve-
ments we’ve made we’ve 
got a chance.”

nBy NICK 
POWELL

Confident: Jiuta Wainiqolo in action for Fiji

£1.80

THE BEST COVERAGE FROM ALL THE WEEKEND’S RUGBY

>> PAGES 20-21

Issue 639: Sunday, December 13, 2020

Nick Cain special report
These are the three steps to
ease this dementia horror 

This is tip
of iceberg
says brain
expert doc
LEGAL proceedings
will start tomorrow 
on behalf  of  eleven
brain-damaged former
England and Wales
internationals amid a
grim prediction that
they will be the first of
‘hundreds’.

World Rugby, the RFU
and the WRU will be sent a
Letter of  Action from the
law firm representing the
players, all under the age of
45, warning of  the immi-
nent issue of  a court claim.   

“This is just the start, the
tip of  the iceberg,” Dr

Barry O’Driscoll, an out-
spoken critic of  the sport’s
failure to act more decisive-
ly on concussion, told The
Rugby Paper. “There will be
hundreds of  cases across
the globe – that’s certain.  

“It’s not just dementia or
the progressive brain condi-
tion CTE (Chronic
Traumatic Encephalopa-
thy).  There are very strong
indications of  other neuro-
logical conditions, for
example anxiety and depres-
sion, affecting ex-players in
their 30s.

“This is a real crisis for
the sport. As the governing
body, World Rugby ought to
be very worried. The game
will survive but the sheer

number of  those suffering
from brain damage will
force it into significant, long
term change.

“I am delighted this
action is being taken
because it puts the players
first. Sadly it may be too late
to help some as we’ve seen
in the last few days but at
least from now on the play-
ers will know all the facts.

“Parents have to be
aware of  the potential dan-
gers. They have a right to
know the full story.  If  they
decide there is only a very
small percentage of  risk,
that’s fair enough.

“It’s the cumulative effect
Continued on Page 5> Match action - starts Page 8>>

Dragon-slayer: 
Wasps’ Thomas
Young scores
their fourth try in
the 24-8 victory 
in Newport

PICTURE: 
Getty Images

RFU chief  executive Bill
Sweeney has not ruled out
some of  the Six Nations
games disappearing behind
a paywall.

The current TV deal for
the tournament, shared
between the BBC and ITV,
which has seen all matches
on free-to-air runs out in
2022.

The recent Autumn
Nations Cup was broadcast
by internet giants Amazon
with some of  the games
also available on free-to-air.

Sweeney insists Amazon
were chuffed with the deal
and that talks could start
with them in the New Year
about increasing their
investment in the game.

Sweeney said: “The
Amazon situation has gone
really well and they are very
happy after the end of  the
Autumn Nations Cup in
terms of  what they were
looking for ahead of  Christ-
mas. It has gone very well
for them and they see ways
it can better as well. 

“We would hope this will
result in further conversa-
tions with them. 

Continued on Page 3>

Sweeney:
Six Nations
could go
to pay TV
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