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Hednesford set 
to play on after 
Dando steps in

HEDNESFORD TOWN 
saviour Hayden Dando says 
he couldn’t stand by and 
watch 143 years of history 
go down the drain after a 
deal was struck to keep the 
Pitmen playing next season.Former vice-chair Dando has stepped in to keep the famous Non-League name alive, just over a week after it was announced the col-lapse of  a takeover meant 

they were resigning from the National League System fol-lowing relegation from the Southern League Premier Central division.
But Dando worked “around the clock” with close friend and outgoing chairman Graham Jones, as well as ex-chairman and stadium owner Steve Price and secre-tary Terry McMahon to fulfil 

FA requirements and with-
draw the club’s resignation from Step 4.

Dando told The NLP: “I am here until we find the right person. Point-blank, I am not going to allow 143 years of  history to just disappear, I could not have that on my conscience. I love football and that would have been horrible.”
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Our audience: 
Fanatics, fans &
followers

Attention, engagement & reach
Top line audience figures...

The Non-League Paper is the only publication that covers the 
entire landscape of Non-League football  – from the National 
League at the top of the Pyramid down to grassroots. It is the 
recognised authority on Non-League football. Established 
since 2000, as the pre-eminent publication dealing with the 
national game, The Non-League Paper reports on all of the 
weekend’s match action from The National League down to 
Step 6, including the early rounds of the FA Cup, FA Trophy 
and FA Vase along with all the key news from across the 
game. The NLP is The UK’s best-selling football publication on 
newsstands nationwide..
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Steps 1-6... 
we have it covered

NON-LEAGUE NUMBERS...

3 million
The number of people the Football Association 
estimate play football throughout the UK

30,000 
Clubs involved

1,000+
The number of football results in The  
Non-League Paper every Sunday 

300 
The number of match reports in The   
Non-Leaguer Paper every Sunday

No.1
Selling adult football title in the UK

National Game 
Awards
The Non-League Paper’s prestigious 
and much celebrate end of season 
awards. We honour the great and good 
of the Non-League game. Become 
a sponsor of one of the awards and 
benefit from the significant media 
exposure with tailored news of award 
winners syndicated far and wide over 
TV and Radio, as well as national and 
regional press in addition to our own 
star coverage.
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A TEAM THAT
TIME FORGOT

GUTTED: Rochdale 
players look on 
dejected following 
the club’s relegation 
from the Football 
League

PICTURE: Alamy

FOLLOW THE NLP ON TWITTER @NONLEAGUEPAPER

Chris DUNLAVY
A FRESH TAKE ON FOOTBALL

RELEGATION from 
League Two is 
usually the result of  
long-term neglect or 
financial misman-

agement, and frequently both.
Remember, this is a division 

painstakingly designed to 
keep its members safe. The 
two-up, two-down system 
means every team starts the 
season – theoretically at least 
– with a 16.6 per cent chance 
of  winning promotion versus 
an 8.3 per cent chance of  
going down. To beat odds like 
that, something has to go very 
wrong. 

Oldham and Scunthorpe 
offer recent examples of  just 
how wrong things can go, but 
there is a long and infamous 
lineage stretching from 

Leyton Orient and Darlington 
all the way back to Doncaster 
in 1997.  

Rochdale buck the trend. 
There’s nothing chaotic about 
the team from Spotland. No 
behind the scenes strife, at 
least beyond the usual stress-
es of  trying to keep a provin-
cial club off  the breadline. 

Habitat
They didn’t overstretch, 

rack up debt or flog their 
stadium. The owners never 
lost interest. They were sim-
ply overtaken by the dismal 
economic climate and the rise 
of  newly-monied rivals. 

April’s relegation was just 
the eighth time the Lancas-
trians have changed division 

in their 116-year history, the 
majority of  which was spent 
uneventfully chugging along 
in the fourth tier.

That was their home, their 
natural habitat, an environ-
ment to which their self-suf-
ficient model was perfectly 
honed.

Rochdale have never had 
a sugar daddy, nor did they 
particularly desire one. 
They survived, as they had 
always done, on takings at the 
turnstiles, sponsorship, TV 
revenue and the occasional 
windfall from a cup run or 
player sale. 

Until fairly recently, it 
worked. Under the guidance 
of  manager Keith Hill, who 
initially took charge in 2006 
and was at the helm for over 
a decade (in two spells), the 
club won promotion to League 
One, played progressive 
football and produced a steady 
stream of  saleable players.

Will Buckley. Jamie Allen. 
Craig Dawson. Scott Hogan. 
Spotland was like a finishing 
school for Championship 
footballers. 

Challenges
That production line has 

dried up, which hasn’t helped, 
but the real problem was 
Covid-19 and the economic 
downturn that followed. 

Overnight, cashflow 
ceased. Then came spiralling 
energy costs, supply chain 
issues, spikes in the price of  
labour and materials. At the 
same time, companies facing 
similar challenges in their 
own industries spent less on 
sponsorship and hospitality. 

Every club suffered, ama-
teur and professional. But for 
a League Two side without a 
benefactor it was especially 
catastrophic. There was sim-
ply no money. 

“Our proud heritage of  
running a football club in a 
financially sustainable way 
has always been a known 
challenge which we have 
embraced,” said current 
chairman Simon Gauge. “But 
like everyone else in society 

we are dealing with unprece-
dented financial challenges.”

Not quite everyone, though. 
Rochdale’s issues have been 
exacerbated by the emergence 
of  clubs like Stockport, Sal-
ford and Forest Green Rovers, 
whose mega-rich owners are 
largely impervious to the va-
garies of  the global economy. 

Self-sustainability once 
ensured mid-table mediocrity. 
Now, having been pushed 
down the food chain, Roch-
dale are like a dodo whose 
suitability to its environment 
is rendered irrelevant by 
the arrival of  a voracious 
invasive species. They are the 
team that time forgot. 

What Dale remain, though, 
are a club to admire. They 
have lost over £3m since the 
start of  the Covid pandemic 
but maintained their com-
mitment to all manner of  
community projects, from 
mental health and employ-
ment workshops to foodbanks 
and walking football teams. 

Last year, despite the 
obvious need for a saviour, the 
club’s supporters launched 
a crowdfunding campaign to 
battle an attempted hos-
tile takeover by a dubious 
construction company (make 
of  that what you will) with 
links to walking red flag Matt 
Southall. 

Another of  those involved, 
Andy Curran, was subse-
quently sanctioned by the FA 
for calling Rochdale’s board 
‘small minded’ and allegedly 
suggested that any future 
disputes could be settled in ‘a 
fight in a boxing ring’. Classy. 

Mercifully, the supporters 
won. The club is now 100 per 
cent fan-owned, a situation 
which guarantees a degree of  
security but precious little in 
the way of  extra income. 

All of  which is to say that 
unless a rich and benevolent 
investor steps forward, Roch-
dale may well find that, far 
from being a temporary home, 
the National League has be-
come their natural level. If  so, 
Non-League will be a richer 
place for their residence.  
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LEATHERHEAD boss 
Hayden Bird has contin-
ued his summer rebuild 
at Fetcham Grove with a 
treble swoop this week.

The Tanners boss cel-
ebrated agreeing new 
deals with 14 current 
first-teamers by bringing 
in three new recruits as 
he looks to strengthen 
ahead of  the Isthmian 
South Central season.

His most recent arriv-
al is former Carshalton 
Athletic attacking mid-
fielder Trey Masikini, 
who arrives at Fetcham 
Grove having played a 
pivotal role in steering 
Merstham away from rel-
egation last season.

“Trey is a modern day 
winger, who can operate 
on either flank, in an in-
verted role or as a No. 
10.” explained Hayden. 
“He is direct, quick, has 
excellent feet and has the 
ability to beat players.”

Bird has also been re-
united with Carshalton’s 
former Southampton de-
fender Ollie Cook having 
enjoyed success together 
at both Merstham and 
Kingstonian.

Cook said: “I’m delight-
ed to be joining the gaffer 
and being back with the 
boys!”

They both join forward 
Trevan Robinson, who 
arrives at Fetcham Grove 
having enjoyed a success-
ful season with Chertsey 
Town.

ISTHMIAN North side 
New Salamis have 
filled the vacancy left 
by long-serving Rich-
ard Georgiou with two 
replacements after as 
Tommy Boxer and Finlay 
Johnson were appointed 
as joint managers.

Centre-half  Boxer 
made 14 appearances 
for Salamis last season 
after having previously 
turned out for the likes of  
Northwood, Cockfosters, 
Hoddesdon Town, Hat-
field Town, Potters Bar 
Town, Mildenhall Town, 
St Neots, Biggleswade 
Town, St. Ives Town and 
Chalfont St. Peter. 

Johnson was formerly 
boss of  Spartan South 
Midlands League Codic-
ote and Hendon U23 be-
fore taking over at Chal-
font St Peter.

Georgiou quit last 
week after delivering un-
precedented success in 
his 15 years at the club, 
including the FA Sunday 
Cup in 2015. 

BIRD IS 
FREE TO 
ADD A 
TOP TRIO

SALAMIS
UNVEIL A
NEW DUO

ISTHMIAN LEAGUE

SHAUN AIMS TO 
RAISE BAR HIGH

LOCAL hero Shaun Saunders 
was chuffed to lead White-
hawk to promotion – and is 
hoping his summer recruit-
ment gives them the chance 
to repeat the trick.

The 58-year-old took the ho-
tseat just over a year ago and 
kept the struggling Hawks 
in the Isthmian South East. 
This season he took them 
to the other end of  the table 
and promotion was achieved 
via the play-offs after a third-
place finish.

The former Peacehaven 
& Telscombe and Haywards 
Heath Town boss has already 
made a handful of  impres-
sive signings for next term, 
and is determined to give the 
Brighton-based club the best 
possible chance of  shining 
in the Isthmian Premier.

“I’m not naïve to the 
point where I under-

Saunders, who works as a 
surveyor.

“I go back a very long time 
with the club.

“Winning the play-offs was 
a fantastic achievement. The 
players were brilliant for me 
last year and so was the club 
– they wanted to progress and 
I was pleased to be able to get 
them over the line.

“The plans for the club 
going forward are really ex-
citing and I’m buzzing to be 
part of  it. There’s a great vibe 
around the place and it’s real-
ly tight-knit with the players 
and supporters. 

“With Brighton doing so 
well in the Premier League, 
it’s a hotbed for football at the 

moment. Both clubs have 
had great seasons and 

everyone is really 
enjoying their 

football as a 
result.”

decided he wanted to try his 
luck in the Conference,” said 
Saunders. “He moved on to 
Billericay and Leatherhead, 
and now I’m really pleased to 
have him back on board.

“I had Tom at Haywards 
Heath. With a good pre-sea-
son under his belt and a 
change of  scenery, it will do 
him the world of  good.

“So far it’s been a good 
summer. I’m still trying to 
add a couple more, but we are 
at a stage where the squad is 
nearly complete so we can be 
really picky with the players 
we bring into the group.”

Whatever happens in the 
future, Saunders will always 
be able to look back fondly on 
a promotion campaign with 
a club dear to his heart.

“I live a couple of  min-
utes from the ground 
and I grew up watching 
Whitehawk play,” explained 

ditions. For starters, he has 
raided Hastings United to 
snap up Jack Dixon, Ryan 
Worrall (both midfielders) 
and striker Ben Pope.

“I’ve been a long-time ad-
mirer of  all of  them,” he ad-
mitted, “but I’ve never been in 
a position to get them over the 
line. They are top, top players, 
proven at this level and they 
are great additions to our 
squad.”

Buzzing
Saunders has also captured 

a couple of  players with pre-
vious Whitehawk connec-
tions in striker Javaun Splatt 
and defender Tom Cadman. 
The former ended last term 
at Leatherhead while Cad-
man arrives from Haywards 
Heath.

“Javaun hit the ground 
running for us last year, but 
Worthing came in and he 

estimate the quality of  the 
division,” he told The NLP. 
“There are some really top 
teams, managers and coaches, 
some big clubs in that league.

“However, it has never 
been in my DNA to take a 
job where your target is just 
to stay in the league. I will 
always set the bar high and I 
want to finish as high in the 
table as we can. 

“When Darren Freeman 
was manager, he won the 
Isthmian South and Premier 
back to back. Hopefully it will 

be déjà vu!”
What gives 

S a u n d e r s 
extra rea-
son for opti-
mism this 

s u m m e r 
is his 

new ad-

By John Lyons

MICKEY’S PART AND PARCELL OF TOWN’S AIM
manager will look for. 

“I believe he will add heart 
and desire to what we are look-
ing to achieve. It’s one of  my 
best ever signings.”

Macpherson has also landed 
Ascot’s FA Vase-winning keep-
er Rhys Forster, who had been 
at the Yellamen on loan from 
Slough.

Macpherson had the 24-year-
old at Met Police and said: 
“Rhys is a good size for a keep-
er and a brilliant character.”

Met Police boss, chosen as the 
man to replace him. 

And the new chief  was 
chuffed to have lured Parcell 
back for the upcoming Isthmi-
an Premier campaign.

“To announce Mickey as 
my first Enfield signing is 
massively exciting,” he told 
the club website. “Mickey will 
drive standards within the 
group and, with him being one 
of  the senior players, bring 
leadership qualities which any 

successful seasons with the Ur-
chins, including a remarkable 
2021 FA Trophy win, and, in-
dividually, being named in the 
Isthmian Team of  the Season 
for the last two years running.

Much-fancied Enfield 
limped to a disappointing 
mid-table finish last term, 
prompting the departure of  
long-standing boss Andy Leese 
with Macpherson, the former 

DELIGHTED Gavin Macpher-
son reckons he has made one 
of  his ‘best ever signings’ by 
bringing popular ace Mickey 
Parcell back to Enfield Town.

The local lad played almost 
200 times during his first spell 
with the Towners, featuring in 
the 216-17 play-offs and Veloci-
ty Trophy final success against 
Hornchurch in 2018-19.

Since then,  the 27-year-old 
right-back has enjoyed four 

By John Lyons

WE’RE ON THE UP:
Whitehawk players 
celebrate promotion

PICTURE:
Every Second Media

COUP: Mickey Parcell
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NATIONAL LEAGUE RESULTS

Scunthorpe ................... 4 Wealdstone ................. 1

Scunthorpe Chapman, Ogle, 
Richards-Everton, Butterfi eld, Wilson 
(Elliott 73), Shrimpton, Leake, 
Smith, Pugh, Shields (Feeney 71), 
Bennett (Daniel 84). Subs: White-
house, Boyce.

Wealdstone Howes, Cook (Barrett 
85), Ferguson, Olomola, Obiero, 
Dyer, Kretzschmar (Charles 37), 
Barker, Whittaker (Andrews 46), Ha-
bergham, Taylor. Subs: Lo-Everton, 
Hutchinson. Booked: Barker.

Wilson 11, 51
Smith 45
Leake 76

Ferguson 75

Att: 3,651 Ref: Barlow M

Southend ..................... 1 Aldershot ..................... 2

Southend Arnold, Scott-Morriss, 
Ralph, Hobson, Kensdale, Bridge, 
Murphy (Powell 61), Mooney (Wreh 
86), Miley, Fonguck (Taylor 61), 
Cardwell. Subs: Lomas, Demetriou. 
Booked: Arnold, Hobson.

Aldershot Ashby-Hammond, Ken-
lock, Partington, Cordner, Amaluzor 
(McQuoid 84), Frost, Jordan, 
Ochieng (Klass 46), Pendlebury, 
Glover, Barham (Hutchinson 71). 
Subs: Thomas, Anderson. Booked: 
Amaluzor, Ochieng.

Murphy 16 Frost 63
Partington 70 pen

Att: 5,590 Ref: Simpson S

York ............................. 2 Dorking Wanderers ...... 1

York Whitley, Fallowfi eld, Crookes, 
Hurst, Dyson (Kouogun 90), Forde, 
Hancox (McLaughlin 64), Pybus, 
Ellis, Duku (James 83), Duckworth. 
Subs: Kouhyar, Campbell. Booked: 
Forde, McLaughlin.

Dorking Wanderers Lincoln, Briggs 
(Muitt 46), Seager, McShane, 
Kennedy (B Taylor 67), J Taylor, 
Moore (Gallagher 46), Prior, Craig, 
Bowerman, Francomb. Subs: Phil-
pott, Ottaway. Booked: Bowerman, 
Gallagher.

Duku 7
Fallowfi eld 56

Gallagher 86

Att: 4,409 Ref: Jackson A

Solihull Moors .............. 2 Boreham Wood ............ 0

Solihull Moors Boot, Clarke, 
Howe, Gudger, Sbarra, Maycock, 
Kelly, Roberts, Donawa (Jones 90), 
Whelan, Beck (Wood 85). Subs:
Mills, Howell, Brogan. Booked: 
Gudger, Roberts.

Boreham Wood Ashmore, Ilesanmi, 
Broadbent, Ndlovu, Marsh (Lewis 
61), Fyfi eld (Coxe 75), Payne, 
Sousa, Brunt (Rees 61), Bush, Ag-
bontohoma. Subs: Evans, Newton.

Beck 54
Kelly 66 pen

Att: 1,306 Ref: Richardson J

Woking ........................ 0 Chesterfi eld ................. 1

Woking Jaaskelainen, Moss, Casey, 
Cuthbert, Wilkinson (Sass-Davies 
18), Korboa (Nwabuokei 60), 
Lofthouse (Dackers 61), Browne, 
Kellermann, Ince, Amond. Subs:
Ross, McNerney. Booked: Ince, 
Kellermann, Moss.

Chesterfi eld Fitzsimons, Palmer, 
Grimes, Maguire, Jones, King, 
Banks, Mandeville, Dallas (Ucheg-
bulam 80), Colclough (Dobra 80), 
Quigley. Subs: Sheckelford, Oldaker, 
McCallum. Booked: Banks, Maguire.

Banks 37 pen

Att: Ref: Smith L

Maidenhead Utd ........... 2 Maidstone Utd ............. 1

Maidenhead Utd Andre , Asare, De 
Havilland, Barratt (McCoulsky 70), 
Nathaniel-George (Beckwith 90), 
Ferdinand, Acquah, Odutayo, Smith 
(Leathers 78), Massey, Adams. 
Subs: Upward, Eweka. Booked: 
Massey.

Maidstone Utd Barden, Fowler, 
Alabi (Smith 61), Odusanya, Booty, 
Binnom-Williams, Marshall (Berkoe 
61), Bone, Jobe, Shonibare (Law-
son 82), Gurung. Subs: Mersin, 
Brown.

Acquah 23, 32 Booty 76

Att: 1,085 Ref: Miles J

Gateshead .................... 1 Torquay ....................... 1

Gateshead Marschall, Richardson, 
Pye, Storey, Tinkler, Pani, Francis, 
Conteh, Ward (Olley 73), Campbell, 
Dinanga (Martin 62). Subs: Mont-
gomery, Magnay, Thompson.

Torquay Halstead (Lovett 57), Don-
nellan, Moxey, Lawrence, Marshall, 
Jarvis, McGavin (Hall 73), Stobbs, 
Dawson (Hanson 73), Fadahunsi, 
Evans. Subs: Omar, Wyatt.

Dinanga 48 Evans 70

Att: 1,024 Ref: Middleton D

FC Halifax .................... 1 Yeovil .......................... 1

FC Halifax Johnson, Golden, J 
Senior, A Senior, Stott (Capello 
61), Hunter, Gilmour, Debrah, Alli, 
Warburton (Cooke 67), Dieseruvwe 
(Harker 79). Subs: Summerfi eld, 
Arthur. Booked: Johnson, Stott.

Yeovil Smith, Agbaje (Johnson 73), 
Bevan, Staunton, Law, Cooper, D’Ath 
(Linton 25), Worthington, Maguire-
Drew, Oluwabori, Fisher (Reckord 
90). Subs: Buse. Booked: Bevan, 
Cooper, Linton, Worthington.

Warburton 60 Linton 88

Att: 1,623 Ref: O’Connor J
ACHIEVE BY UNITY

Eastleigh ...................... 3 Altrincham ................... 2

Eastleigh McDonnell, Martin, Mag-
homa, Langston, Rutherford (Camp 
77), Kelly, Carter (Hill 66), Cisse, 
McKiernan, Mitchell, Whitehall 
(McDonagh 81). Subs: Harper, 
Scrimshaw. Booked: Camp.

Altrincham Byrne, E Jones, J Jones, 
Ferguson, Baines, Lundstram, 
Osborne, Marriott, Oyedele (Bennett 
77), Hulme, Hugill (Linney 67). 
Subs: Pringle, Perritt, Sinclair. 
Booked: Marriott, Pringle.

Jones 6 og
Mitchell 10
Maghoma 75

Hulme 29
E Jones 90

Att: 2,045 Ref: Mulhall S

Dag & Red ................... 1 Oldham ....................... 1

Bromley ....................... 1 Wrexham .................... 2

Barnet .......................... 1 Notts County ................ 1

Dag & Red Strizovic, Hare, Johnson, 
Onariase, Ling, Sagaf, Robinson, 
Saunders (Weston 64), Phipps, 
Effi ong (Ibie 85), Bird (Vilhete 80). 
Subs: Mussa, Longe-King.

Bromley Long, Reynolds, Sowunmi, 
Elerewe, Topalloj, Stirk, Whitely, Ar-
thurs (Vennings 87), Fisher (Forster 
81), Cheek, Kendall (Dennis 56). 
Subs: Bingham, Krauhaus.

Barnet Walker, Potter, Okimo, 
Woods, Cropper, Gorman (Smith 
67), Powell (Revan 67), Pritchard, 
De Havilland, Kabamba, Kanu 
(Senior 75). Subs: Moyo, Diarra. 
Booked: Cropper, De Havilland, 
Woods.

Oldham Hudson, Hogan, Sheron 
(Chapman 58), Sutton, Yarney, 
Green (Tollitt 64), Shelton, Rooney, 
Kitching, Sambou (Fondop-Talom 
58), Nuttall. Subs: Couto, Clarke. 
Booked: Fondop-Talom, Yarney.

Wrexham Lainton (Howard 45), 
O’Connell, Tozer, Tunnicliffe, Davies 
(Young 77), Mendy, Barnett, Jones, 
Cannon, Palmer, Mullin (Dalby 
84). Subs: McFadzean, Cleworth. 
Booked: Mendy.

Notts County Brooks, Cameron, 
Bajrami, Rawlinson, Chicksen, 
Nemane, Bostock (Jones 60), 
Palmer, Rodrigues, Austin 
(Lemonheigh-Evans 60), Langstaff. 
Subs: Mair, O’Brien, Vincent. 
Booked: Jones.

Bird 37

Cheek 63

Kanu 45

Fondop-Talom 84

Mullin 56, 60

Langstaff 42

Att: 1,659 Ref: Parsons G

Att: 5,027 Ref: Corlett M

Ref: Hallam F

Wrexham 38 17 1 0 57 15 12 6 2 40 20 62 94

Notts County 39 14 4 1 43 12 13 6 1 54 25 60 91

Woking 38 10 5 4 34 20 10 3 6 28 19 23 68

Chesterfi eld 38 11 2 5 33 21 9 6 5 32 23 21 68

Barnet 37 11 3 5 33 28 8 3 7 36 34 7 63

Eastleigh 39 14 3 3 28 14 5 3 11 20 29 5 63

Boreham Wood 37 7 7 3 20 15 9 6 5 24 17 12 61

Wealdstone 38 9 4 5 28 25 6 6 8 21 34 -10 55

Solihull Moors 38 9 5 6 33 23 6 4 8 25 30 5 54

Southend 37 9 4 7 26 18 6 4 7 19 20 7 53

Bromley 37 7 9 4 28 22 6 4 7 23 25 4 52

Dag & Red 37 10 4 6 33 31 5 3 9 21 30 -7 52

Altrincham 38 9 3 6 30 24 4 7 9 28 45 -11 49

Maidenhead Utd 39 8 6 6 25 22 5 2 12 18 31 -10 47

Oldham 37 9 3 6 30 26 3 6 10 18 27 -5 45

FC Halifax 37 8 4 6 23 20 3 6 10 12 23 -8 43

Aldershot 38 5 4 10 25 30 7 3 9 27 33 -11 43

York 38 6 5 8 24 27 5 4 10 22 23 -4 42

Yeovil 37 6 8 5 18 18 1 9 8 14 24 -10 38

Dorking Wanderers 37 8 4 6 30 36 2 3 14 22 47 -31 37

Gateshead 35 3 8 6 21 26 4 6 8 21 27 -11 34

Scunthorpe 38 7 3 10 32 37 1 6 11 14 34 -25 33

Torquay 37 4 6 9 29 36 3 4 11 14 31 -24 31

Maidstone Utd 38 3 7 8 19 30 2 2 16 21 51 -41 24

STANDINGS

1

13

7

19

4

16

10

22

2

14

8

20

5

17

11

23

3

15

9

21

6

18

12

 P W D L F A W D L F A GD Pts

ACHIEVE BY UNITY

FORM LAST 6 GAMES

 W D L F A Pts FORM
Wrexham 5 1 0 14 5 16 WWDWWW
Boreham 5 0 1 7 2 15 WWWWWL
Chesterfi eld 4 1 1 11 5 13 LWWDWW
Solihull 4 1 1 12 8 13 DLWWWW
Eastleigh 4 0 2 7 6 12 WWLWLW
Notts County 3 2 1 13 6 11 WLDWWD
Barnet 3 1 2 10 8 10 WLWLWD
Woking 3 1 2 6 4 10 WDWLWL
Oldham 3 1 2 6 5 10 WWLWLD
Dag & Red 3 1 2 8 10 10 WWLWLD
York 3 0 3 9 7 9 WLLWLW
Wealdstone 3 0 3 9 15 9 LWWWLL
Maidenhead 2 2 2 7 8 8 WDLLDW
FC Halifax 1 4 1 7 3 7 DLWDDD
Scunthorpe 2 1 3 8 8 7 LDLWLW
Altrincham 2 1 3 9 12 7 WDLLWL
Gateshead 1 3 2 5 6 6 LWDLDD
Yeovil 1 3 2 5 6 6 DLWDLD
Aldershot 1 2 3 9 13 5 LLLDDW
Bromley 1 2 3 5 9 5 LDWDLL
Dorking 1 1 4 5 10 4 LLDWLL
Southend 1 0 5 4 8 3 WLLLLL
Torquay 0 2 4 7 11 2 LLDLLD
Maidstone 0 2 4 5 11 2 LDDLLL

LEADING SCORERS LEAGUE GOALS ONLY
PLAYER CLUB TOTAL
LANGSTAFF NOTTS COUNTY 37
MULLIN WREXHAM 31
EFFIONG DAGENHAM (14 FOR ALDERSHOT) 18
KABAMBA BARNET 18

BROWNE WOKING (7 FOR WEALDSTONE) 17
MCSHANE DORKING WANDERERS 17
RODRIGUES NOTTS COUNTY 16
PALMER WREXHAM 16

SCOTT NOTTS COUNTY 14
DALLAS CHESTERFIELD 13
ACQUAH MAIDENHEAD UTD 13
NUTTALL OLDHAM (9 FOR SCUNTHORPE) 12

HOME AWAY

24

PLAYER CLUB TOTAL PLAYER CLUB TOTAL

TEAM OF 
THE DAY

ACHIEVE BY UNITY

Grant Smith
Yeovil Town

Paul Mullin
Wrexham

Christian Maghoma
Eastleigh

HEALTH

Jerome Okimo
Barnet

Ryan Colclough
Chesterfi eld

Ryan Fallowfi eld
York City

Emile Acquah
Maidenhead

Tyler Frost
Aldershot Town

Nico Lawrence
Torquay United

Marshallhshhh

Cameron Wilson
Scunthorpe

Callum Maycock
Solihull Moors

TOP 
BOSS
Paul Cook 
Chesterfi eld

IT’S not often I have a concrete plan in mind 
for a Saturday but this one falls nicely into 
place. Edgware announce they are kicking 
off  at 7pm and Best Wife is out with her 
mates. Match 3 sorted.

Match one is a handily-placed Chelsea 
U-18s game at their training ground at 11am. 
This leaves plenty of  time to fit in Match 
2 somewhere in the vicinity to complete a 
spiffing three-new-grounds triple-header.

And then, just like Saturday’s MOTD, it 
all falls apart. I receive speedy notice that 
no spectators will be allowed in at Chelsea 
– and I then find all available new clubs in 
the afternoon are Filthy Groundsharers. 
Pencilman informs me that Edgware also 
groundshare but at least it’s an extra match.

With the morning now free, The Fox 
mentions Hadley, who play in Barnet in the 
Southern League,Division One Central. It’s 
only 15 minutes away and a good call

On arrival at Brickfield Lane, a friendly 
steward shows me where to park and points 
out where all the facilities can be found. I 
pay £10 at the brand new turnstile block 
(£5 Concessions). Meanwhile, The Fox has 
nipped into the pavilion-style clubhouse and 
changing rooms. He re-emerges with a cou-
ple of  programmes (£2 each), clutching them 

like he’s just been handed The World Cup. 
The stadium is neat and tidy. I enter 

behind one goal, with an area of  cover to 
my left. The opposite end has a new covered 
terrace. The main stand and tea bar can be 
found on the left side of  the pitch, with a 
decent-sized covered area down the right. 
The ground is surrounded by trees.

I make straight for the food bar and its rea-
sonably-priced rations. One lady is collecting 
money and taking orders while another 
lady deals with the food. A nice and hygienic 
system. The burgers taste much better than 
they look. I then have a pasty for my fol-
low-up and a piece of  gorgeous homemade 
cake for afters!

The first half  is one-sided. The Bricks 
(Hadley) totally dominate the Walnuts 
(Kempston) but only manage to stick one in 
the net. The half-time ‘raffle’ is novel. Specta-
tors buy a numbered tennis ball. During the 
break, everyone throws their ball towards 
the centre circle and the nearest wins. 

Kempston score two quick goals in the sec-
ond half  to shock the hosts (and the fans!). 
Hadley look all at sea until a bundled equal-
iser in the 83rd minute. The Bricks then 
head the winner from a corner in time added 
on. Cue mass celebration between fans and 
players. I can thoroughly recommend a visit 
to this excellent club. 

PRE-MATCH INFO: 8, WELCOME: 9,  
FACILITIES: 7, FOOD: 7, CHARM: 7, 

PROGRAMME: 7, HOME TEAM RESPECT: 6, 
HOME FANS: 7, MATCH: 8, OVERALL TRIP: 9, 

OFFICIALS: 9.5, ATT: 161

like he’s just been handed The World Cup. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 11          
HADLEY 3 

KEMPSTON ROVERS 2
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Aasdasdasdasdasd 
asdasdasdasdasdasd 
asdasdasdasdasd 
asdasdasdasdasdas
PICTURE: NLP Photographer

STAR MAN: name (team)
ATT: x,xxx 

ENTERTAINMENT: �����
REFEREE: name 

CASHING IN:
Chesterfi eld cele-
brate Ollie Banks’ 
winner from the spot

PICTURE: David Holmes 

ACQUAH’S WALKING ON WATER
Acquah 23, 32

Booty 76

MAIDENHEAD UTD 2
MAIDSTONE UTD 1

By Joshua Browne

NATIONAL LEAGUE
WOKING 0

MIKE MAKES
BOSS BEN
WAIT FOR A
FIRST WIN

Bird 37

Fondop 84

BEN Strevens was unable 
to get his Dagenham & 
Redbridge reign off  to a 
winning start as Mike Fon-
dop found a late leveller for 
Oldham Athletic.

The Daggers appeared to 
be on course for all three 
points when Jay Bird broke 
the deadlock at the Chig-
well Construction Stadium.

But Fondop climbed off  
the bench and grabbed 
an equaliser with just six 
minutes remaining, leaving 
Strevens frustrated.

“There are positives to 
take and things to work on. 
We were so close to getting 
the three points and we 
worked really hard, so it is 
a bit gut-
ting,” the 
Daggers 
boss told 
The NLP. 

“That 
work-rate 
and endeav-
our to try 
and hold on 
to some-
thing got us 
a little bit 
deep in the 
second half. 
It invited 
them on 
and they 
put more 
attacking 
players onto 
the pitch to 
try and get 
that goal.

“It feels 
like two 
points dropped because we 
were pretty comfortable 
and I was so disappointed 
when the goal went in.”

Dagenham looked to 
catch Oldham out early on, 
with Bird and Manny Onar-
iase heading agonisingly 
wide from teasing George 
Saunders deliveries.

Oldham, though, also 
looked to get the upper 
hand, with Devarn Green 
being denied by a superb 
Elliot Johnson block. The 
Daggers continued to cre-
ate the better openings.

Following some incisive 
running from Inih Effiong, 
Bird fired narrowly over 
the top from long range.

But the frontman even-
tually grabbed the opening 

goal of  the Strevens era 
eight minutes before the in-
terval. Found by Mo Sagaf  
and evading the Oldham 
central defenders with a 
neat turn, Bird calmly slot-
ted into the bottom corner.

Dagenham looked to 
double their advantage 
but Effiong’s tame effort 
was comfortably saved by 
Mathew Hudson.

Oldham started to ask 
more questions of  the Dag-
gers’ defenders after the 
break with Mark Shelton 
and John Rooney thwarted 
by blocks.

But Dagenham 
felt aggrieved 
when Oldham 
were not 
reduced to 
10 men just 
before the hour 
mark, when 
referee Gary 
Parsons chose 
to caution Joe 
Yarney after 
bringing down 
Effiong, who 
was through 
on goal.

That proved 
to be a pivotal 
moment as, 
after Liam 
Hogan saw his 
close range 
header kept 
out, Oldham 
eventually got 
back on level 

terms.
Having climbed off  the 

bench, Fondop rose highest 
to nod a Rooney corner into 
the back of  the net.

Joe Nuttall passed up a 
golden opportunity to grab 
the winner, when he fired 
inches wide in the dying 
moments, but Oldham 
chief  David Unsworth was 
pleased nevertheless.

“A point was the least we 
deserved because it was a 
game I felt we dominated,” 
he said. “We had 10 shots 
blocked, which shows our 
level of  dominance and 
Dagenham’s defending was 
outstanding.”

felt aggrieved 
when Oldham 
were not 
reduced to 
10 men just 
before the hour 
mark, when 
referee Gary 
Parsons chose 
to caution Joe 
Yarney after 
bringing down 
Effiong, who 
was through 
on goal.

to be a pivotal 
moment as, 
after Liam 
Hogan saw his 
close range 
header kept 
out, Oldham 
eventually got 
back on level 

terms.

5 SHOTS ON TARGET 3

 12 SHOTS OFF TARGET 13

 6 CORNERS 6

 1 OFFSIDE 1

 5 FOULS CONCEDED 8

 0 YELLOW CARDS 2

0 RED CARDS 0

DAGENHAM V OLDHAM
MATCH STATS

DAGENHAM: (4-4-2): Strizovic 6; 
Hare 6, Onariase 7, Phipps 6, John-
son 7; Saunders 7 (Weston 64, 6), 
Ling 6, Robinson 6, Sagaf 7; Bird 8 
(Vilhete 80), Effi ong 7 (Ibie 86). Subs 
not used: Mussa, Longe-King
OLDHAM: (4-4-2): Hudson 6;   
Sutton 6, Yarney 6, Hogan 6, Kitch-
ing 6; Green 7 (Tollitt 65, 5), Sheron 
6 (Chapman 59, 6), Shelton 5, 
Rooney 6; Sambou 5 (Fondop 59, 
7), Nuttall 5. Subs not used: Couto, 
Clarke

STAR MAN: Jay Bird (Dagenham)
ATT: 1,659 

ENTERTAINMENT: �����
REFEREE: Gary Parsons 

By Danny Rust

DAGENHAM & R 1
OLDHAM ATH 1

ACE BANKS ON
TOP SPIREITES

WOKING: Sass-Davies 8 (for 
Wilkinson 18), Nwabuokei 5 (for 
Korboa 60), Dackers 5 (for Lofthouse 60). 

Subs not used: Ross, McNerney
CHESTERFIELD: Dobra 6 (for Colclough 

80), Uchegbulam 6  (for Dallas 60), McCallum 

(for Quigley 90). Subs not used: Sheckleford, 

Oldaker

Jaaskelainen 6

Fitzsimons 6

Browne 6

Quigley 7

Kellermann 5

Grimes 7

Cuthbert 5

Banks 7

Amond 6

Colclough 8

Ince 5

Palmer 7

Wilkinson 5

Jones 7

Lofthouse 6

King 7

Moss 5

Dallas 8

Korboa 5

Maguire 7

Casey 5

Mandeville 7

LINE-UPS

EMILE Acquah celebrated 
his England C call with a 
brace as Maidenhead Unit-
ed heaped more misery on 
bottom club Maidstone at 
York Road.

Clinical Acquah netted 
twice in the space of  nine 
first-half  minutes to take 
his tally for the season to 13.

Regan Booty pulled a 
goal back for the Stones 
with 15 minutes left to play 
but Alan Devonshire’s men 
stood firm to pick up their 
first victory in the National 

vital that proved when they 
took the lead on 23 minutes 
– Ashley Nathaniel-George 
delivering a sublime ball 
from the left and Acquah 
finished with aplomb.

Maidstone keeper Dan 
Barden found himself  pick-
ing the ball out of  his net 
again on 32 minutes as Ac-
quah applied the finishing 
touch to another Nathan-
iel-George cross.

At this point, the momen-
tum was very much with 
the Magpies and Kane Fer-
dinand tried his luck from 
20 yards out with a shot hit 

dig the boys out too much.”
Under glorious sunshine 

initially, both sides got a 
sweat on quickly as they 
saw an equal share of  pos-
session in a lively opener.

Key midfielder Charlee 
Adams managed to run off  
a knock early on and the 
Magpies showed just how 

League since the end of  Feb-
ruary.

“We were very good in 
the first half, not the best in 
the second half,” said Dev-
onshire. “We looked tired, 
didn’t have a lot of  energy, 
and conceded a sloppy goal. 
We made hard work of  it but 
we won the game so I can’t 
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STAR MAN: name (team)
ATT: x,xxx 

ENTERTAINMENT: �����
REFEREE: name 

STAR MAN: Andrew Dallas (Chesterfi eld)
ATT: 3,119 

ENTERTAINMENT: �����
REFEREE: Lewis Smith 

BUT STONES ARE SUNK AGAIN

STAR MAN: Emile Acquah (Maidenhead)
ATT: 1,085 

ENTERTAINMENT: �����
REFEREE: Jacob Miles 

CHESTERFIELD drew 
level on points with 
Woking in the race for 

third spot after exacting re-
venge for their home loss to 
the Cards just 39 days ago 
at The Proact Stadium.

Ollie Banks’ 37th-minute 
penalty proved the differ-
ence between the two sides 
to earn the in-form Spireites 
a fourth win from their last 
five games. 

“I thought we were beaten 
today by a better team,” con-
ceded Woking boss Darren 
Sarll after this intriguing 
televised lunchtime kick-off.

“They were better than us 
at the things that we have 
become very good at, and 
that makes it even tougher 
to take. 

“I thought we played with 
a little bit of  a fragility about 
us. We are going to have to 
get used to tight games over 
the remaining eight games 
that  we’ve got left.”

Both of  these promotion 
chasers went at each oth-
er hammer and tongs with 
chances to break the dead-
lock falling to both inside the 
opening two minutes. 

Dan Moss’s wicked cross 
was deflected away for a cor-
ner for Woking, while, from 
the resulting set-piece, the 
visitors broke away quickly 
with Andrew Dallas playing 

got them back into the game. 
Kellermann and Ricky Kor-
boa combined  to square the 
ball to Ince, who couldn’t 
guide his effort towards goal.

The visitors came close 
to doubling their advantage 
when Joe Quigley hit the 
post, only for the offside flag 
to be raised.

Indeed, it 
was Ches-
t e r f i e l d 
who looked 
the more 
likely and 
they went 
close again 
on 64 min-
utes when 
Colclough’s 
goal bound 
shot was 
bri l l iant ly 
tipped over 
the bar by 

Will Jaaskelainen.
Dallas looked on course to 

make the game safe for the 
Spireites when through on 
goal with only Jaaskelainen 
to beat. He slotted the ball 
past the Woking stopper but 
also wide of  the mark. 

Woking pushed forward 
late on in search of  a lifeline 
but despite winning a free-
kick in a dangerous position 
in the dying seconds, they 
couldn’t make it count as 
Paul Cook’s men held on.

and up stepped  Banks to 
smash the spot-kick down 
the middle. 

Banks was a whisker away 
from doubling Chesterfield’s 
lead on the cusp of  half-time 
with a volley that flew just 
wide of  the post.

Woking, however, finished 
the half  strongly with a se-
ries of  corners leading to Ro-
han Ince’s header having to 
be cleared off  the line.

With the rain lashing 
down at the start of  the sec-
ond period, it was a Woking 
counter attack that  almost 

the ball across to Ryan Col-
clough at the back post but 
the former Altrincham wing-
er could only toe-poke across 
the face of  goal.

The Spireities were prov-
ing to be a handful on the 
counter attack with the dan-
gerous Dallas demonstrating 
a  superb turn of  pace, once 
again driving forward before 
firing over.

The deadlock was even-
tually broken on 37 minute 
when Jim Kellermann’s high 
boot caught Laurence Magu-
ire when contesting a corner 

TUSSLE: 
Woking’s 
Rhys Browne 
attempts to 
evade Jamie 
Grimes

Banks 37 (pen)
CHESTERFIELD 1

NO MERCY 
FOR MAHER 
IN A SHOTS 
FIGHTBACK

Murphy 16

Frost 63, Partington 70 (pen)

FRUSTRATED Kevin Ma-
her reckons his Southend 
United side got just what 
they deserved as they 
crashed at home to Alder-
shot Town.

Twenty-four hours after 
controversial chairman 
Ron Martin announced he 
was looking to sell the club, 
Southend slumped to a fifth 
successive setback.

And Maher was at pains 
to describe his side’s 
display. “I thought we were 
poor,” he moaned.

“Even in the first half, we 
were winning 1-0 but I don’t 
think the levels were good 
enough in terms of  perfor-
mance and we got what we 
deserved.

“We didn’t 
have enough 
quality in 
the final 
third. We 
turned it 
over cheaply 
and we 
looked like a 
side lacking 
confidence 
having lost 
games.”

The 
Shrimpers 
are now 
10th in the 
table. The 
result leaves 
them eight 
points 
adrift of  
the play-off  
places and 
Maher 
believes there is no point 
talking about a top-seven 
finish at this stage.

“We’re not thinking of  
that now, we’re thinking of  
getting a win because we 
need points on the board,” 
he added.

“We can talk all you want 
about play-offs but not if  
you lose five in a row, no 
chance.

“Talk is cheap, let’s win 
a game before we talk 
about the play-offs because 
there’s too much talk going 
on at the minute.”

Aldershot wasted a good 
early chance to take the 
lead with full debutant 
Jack Barham seeing his 
close-range shot deflected 
wide of  the right post by 

Southend defender Shaun 
Hobson.

But, on 16 minutes, the 
Shrimpers took the lead 
with Dan Mooney teeing up 
the fit-again Rhys Murphy, 
who fired an accurate low, 
right-footed shot into the 
bottom right-hand corner.

Aldershot wasted a huge 
chance to draw back level 
with Barham racing clean 
through on goal only to fire 
well wide of  the right post 
after the ball appeared to 
bobble up on a poor pitch.

The Shots went close 
again before the break with 
Tyler Frost firing just past 

the right post 
from 20 yards.

The visi-
tors remained 
on top in the 
second half  
and drew lev-
el in the 63rd 
minute when 
Frost fired a 
low shot into 
the right-hand 
side of  the net 
from 12 yards.

Aldershot 
continued to 
see more of  
the ball and 
bagged what 
proved to be 
the winning 
goal 20 
minutes from 
time when 
a poor back 
header from 

Ollie Kensdale was latched 
onto by Justin Amaluzor 
who was clattered into by 
Southend goalkeeper Steve 
Arnold.

The shot-stopper was 
shown just a yellow card 
for the challenge by referee 
Scott Simpson and Joe  
Partington kept his cool to 
send a smartly taken spot-
kick into the top right-hand 
corner of  the net to end a 
seven-match winless streak 
for Ross McNeilly’s side.

The result lifted Alder-
shot to 17th in the table, 
nine points above the 
relegation zone.

the right post 
from 20 yards.

tors remained 
on top in the 
second half  
and drew lev-
el in the 63rd 
minute when 
Frost fired a 
low shot into 
the right-hand 
side of  the net 
from 12 yards.

continued to 
see more of  
the ball and 
bagged what 
proved to be 
the winning 
goal 20 
minutes from 
time when 
a poor back 
header from 

 2 SHOTS ON TARGET 5
 7 SHOTS OFF TARGET 10
 4 CORNERS 3
 1 OFFSIDE 2
 3 FOULS CONCEDED 6
 2 YELLOW CARDS 2
 0 RED CARDS 0

SOUTHEND V ALDERSHOT
MATCH STATS

SOUTHEND: (5-3-2): Arnold 5, 
Scott-Morriss 6, Hobson 6, Kens-
dale 4, Ralph 5, Bridge 5, Miley 6, 
Fonguck 4 (Taylor 61, 5), Mooney 5 
(Wreh 86), Murphy 6 (Powell 61, 6), 
Cardwell 6. Subs not used: Lomas, 
Demetriou
ALDERSHOT: (4-5-1): Ashby- 
Hammond 6; Kenlock 7, Cordner 
7, Jordan 7, Glover 6; Amaluzor 6 
(McQuoid 84), Frost 8, Partington 7, 
Ochieng 5 (Klass 46, 6), Pendlebury 
6; Barham 6 (Hutchinson 71, 6).
Subs not used: Anderson, Thomas

STAR MAN: Tyler Frost (Aldershot)
ATT: 5,590 

ENTERTAINMENT: �����
REFEREE: Scott Simpson 

By Jason Creasey

SOUTHEND UTD 1
ALDERSHOT TN 2

THE MONEY AS
STRIKE IT RICH  

was Ches-
t e r f i e l d 
who looked 
the more 
likely and 
they went 
close again 
on 64 min-
utes when 
Colclough’s 
goal bound 
shot was 
bri l l iant ly 
tipped over 
the bar by 

 0 SHOTS ON TARGET 3
 1 SHOTS OFF TARGET 2
6 CORNERS 5
1 OFFSIDE 1
 10 FOULS CONCEDED 6
 2 YELLOW CARDS 2
 0 RED CARDS 0

WOKING V CHESTERFIELD
MATCH STATS

By Peter Moore

Step 1 2 3 4 5 6 

er, the defender just about 
thwarted by Barden’s right 
boot.

The Stones weren’t rocked 
and they man-
aged to keep 
the ball rolling 
in the Magpies’ 
half, however, 
with the side 
coming closest 
to equalising 
from a series of  
corners.

H o w e v e r , 
some shrewd 
football and a 
tactical sub-

stitution wound the clock 
down and ensured Maiden-
head took all three points 
to strengthen their own Na-
tional League survival bid.

other named in the England 
C squad, was able to halve 
the deficit from the sub-
sequent free-kick, as Dom 
O d u n s a n y a 
laid the ball 
off  for him to 
rifle an effort 
into the bot-
tom right cor-
ner.

Will De 
Havilland al-
most restored 
Maidenhead’s 
two-goal ad-
vantage just 
minutes lat-

with real intent but whis-
tled the frame of  the goal.

Maidstone – whose last 
win in the league came 
against Maidenhead on No-
vember 26 – upped their 
game after the interval with 
Mamadou Jobe first head-
ing over the bar from Boo-
ty’s cross before Josh Shoni-
bare got Alexis Andre Jr on 
his toes.

With 75 minutes on 
the clock, Bivesh Gurung 
looked to break into the box 
and let fly but he was fouled 
by captain Alan Massey.

Nevertheless, Booty, an-

and they man-
aged to keep 
the ball rolling 
in the Magpies’ 
half, however, 
with the side 
coming closest 
to equalising 
from a series of  
corners.

some shrewd 
football and a 
tactical sub-

O d u n s a n y a 

4 SHOTS ON TARGET 2
 1 SHOTS OFF TARGET 1
 5 CORNERS 6
 2 OFFSIDE 3
 5 FOULS CONCEDED 10
 1 YELLOW CARDS 2
 0 RED CARDS 0

MAIDENHEAD V MAIDSTONE
MATCH STATS MAIDENHEAD: (4-3-3): Andre Jnr 6, Asare 

7, De Havilland 7, Massey 6, Odutayo 7, 
Ferdinand 6, Barratt 6 (McCoulsky 70, 6), 
Adams 6, Nathaniel-George 7 (Beckwith 
90), Acquah 8, Smith 6 (Leathers 78, 6). 
Subs not used: Upward, Eweka
MAIDSTONE: (4-1-4-1): Barden 6, Fowler 
5, Alabi 6 (Wanjau-Smith 61, 6), Odunsanya 
6, Booty 7, Binnom-Williams 6, Marshall 6 
(Berkoe 61, 6), Bone 6, Jobe 6, Shonibare 
7 (Lawson 83), Gurung 6. Subs not used: 
Mersin, Brown
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KEVIN WILKINKEVIN WILKIN
THEBIGINTERVIEW

Buck stops 
with me, but 
we’ll bounce
back as one

SUFFERING: Kevin 
Wilkin feels the 
pain of another 
AFC Telford United 
defeat, inset

PICTURE: Alamy

By CHRIS 
DUNLAVYK

EVIN Wilkin says 
he would have had 
no complaints if 
AFC Telford Unit-
ed had sent him 

packing following relegation 
from National League North. 

Sacked by Brackley Town 
in September, Wilkin arrived 
at the New Bucks Head a fort-
night later and was asked to 
rescue a dismal campaign 
that had yielded just one win 
in 13 games under predeces-
sor Paul Carden. 

But the 55-year-old failed 
to inspire any significant im-
provement as the Bucks went 
down with a month of  the sea-
son to spare. 

“I hold my hands up, we 
were brought in to do a job 
and we didn’t do it,” says 
Wilkin, who had spent the 
previous seven years at 
Brackley, where he won the 
FA Trophy in 2018. 

“There’s no hiding from 
that. We were a relegated side. 
We finished bottom of  the 
league. If  Telford had wanted 
to get rid of  me, they’d proba-
bly have been justified.”

As Wilkin says, however, 
the writing had been on the 
wall for some time. Telford 
have rarely challenged for 
promotion since tumbling out 
of  the top flight in 2015, with 
several years of  diminishing 
returns culminating in a dra-
matic escape from relegation 
on the final day of  last season.   

However, the division’s 
expansion to 24 teams and 
a four-fold increase in the 
number of  relegation places 
left far less room for error, 
especially with a largely un-
changed squad. 

“So many things conspired 
against us,” says Wilkin. “A 
poor disciplinary record that 
we weren’t able to arrest. In-

juries at crucial times. We had 
high-profile players watching 
from the stands on too many 
occasions and very rarely 
were we able to field the same 
team in back-to-back games. 
It made consistency very elu-
sive. 

“But at the end of  the day, 
the group that was assembled 
didn’t have the profile of  a Na-
tional North side. That’s just a 
fact. 

Confidence
“If  you extend things past 

last season, Telford were ef-
fectively relegated the year 
before. They weren’t good 
enough then, and there 
wasn’t enough done last sum-
mer to change the make-up of  
the squad. 

“We ended up relying far 
too heavily on the loan mar-
ket. A lot of  young bodies 
came in, with varying levels 
of  effectiveness. 

“As much as we tried to up 
the fitness levels and to raise 
confidence, it was always a 
struggle and results never re-
ally picked up. 

“That’s difficult for every-
one to swallow. A club with 
the stature of  Telford United 
should be Step 2 as a mini-
mum. 

“But we are where we are. 
Now we need to stop this neg-
ative spiral, start winning 
games on a consistent basis 
and start enjoying football 
again.”

To that end, Telford have 
signed former Grimsby strik-
er Montel Gibson, who scored 
eight goals across two loan 
spells at the New Bucks Head 
last term. 

The 25-year-old has been 
joined by Brandon Hall, full-
back Nathan Fox and central 
defender Orrin Pendley, with 
just a handful of  last season’s 
squad retained for next sea-
son’s assault on the Southern 
Premier Central. 

“We’re probably about 
halfway done, which is where 
we’d expect to be,” says 
Wilkin, whose side will be 
playing Step 3 football for the 
first time since 2007.

“We did our best to get 
ahead of  the curve, and I took 
in as many games as I could at 
Step 3 to try and be a bit more 
informed about potential tar-
gets. 

“But sought-after play-
ers are sought-after players 
across the board, and we’re 

not awash with money where 
we can go out and get every 
single player we want. 

“We’re still competitive, 
and I think the club is attrac-
tive. We’ve got a fantastic sta-
dium and a fantastic surface, 
which will probably be the 
best in the division next sea-
son. 

“Ultimately, though, when 
you speak to players, the only 
thing they really care about is 
earning good money. I totally 
understand that, but it does 
make things challenging.”

Naturally, the target is pro-
motion. 

“We have to make sure that 
we have a solid pre-season, 
mentally prepare for the chal-
lenge ahead and hopefully get 
our best XI on the pitch con-

sistently,” says Wilkin. “If  we 
do that, we’ll be competitive.

“Are we shooting for pro-
motion? Yes. But that has to 
be balanced with the under-
standing that we’re recon-
structing virtually the whole 
squad.  Not everything is go-
ing to drop into place straight 
away.

Consistent
“People will come to Tel-

ford next year and they’ll 
want to perform. It’s a big 
club for the level, a fantastic 
stadium and that’s something 
our players will have to learn 
to handle. 

“I’m not making excuses 
but I’ve been in a similar sit-
uation as a player when Rush-
den & Diamonds were coming 

through. What a great set-up 
that was, and it made every-
body raise their game when 
they came to play us.  

“With the character of  
player that we’re trying to 
bring into the group, hopeful-
ly they’ll have enough resil-
ience and mental strength to 
cope.

“But we’re clearly going 
to be challenged. You take 
the likes of  Leamington and 
Kettering, who both finished 
above us last year. They 
won’t be getting any weaker. 
Coalville have been fantasti-
cally consistent over several 
seasons now. Nuneaton want 
to get out of  there. There’s 
some very good clubs down 
there and we won’t be taking 
anything for granted.”

Interviews

News

Results

Match Reports

Calendars and 
Pyramid Posters 
Working closely with our 
army of top photographers, 
The Non-League Paper 
produces an annual 
calendar – your perfect 
opportunity to advertise 
with us 365 days a year!

The Pyramid Poster is a 
much-loved league-by-
league guide displaying 
the club allocations each 
season. It offers the perfect 
place for your brand to 
feature with posters hung 
on clubhouse, changing 
room and bedroom walls all 
over the country.

Top Columnists
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ADVERTORIAL

       Kaizen are 
consummate 
professionals 
you can 
rely on
James Tedford, 

Club Secretary, 

Southport FC

Kaizen Ticketing 
is a must-have. 

We’d be lost 
without 

them
James Smiles, 

Club Secretary, 

Bedford Town FC

Fast and 
smart 
are the 
words 
that best 
sum up 
Kaizen Ticketing
Chris Newbold, Management 

Committee, Hitchin Town FC

KAIZEN CAN HELP YOUR CLUB 
TO FIND OUT MORE 

e-mail: info@kaizenticketing.com or call: 0203 858 0709

www.kaizenticketing.com

Kaizen Ticketing Managing Director David Lynam 

has issued a rallying cry to non-league clubs – help is 

there for you in these testing times. Lynam said: “Day-in, 

day-out we manage the ticketing infrastructures of 23 clubs 

and are seeing the patterns of what is working. We want to 

share best practice and to help clubs generate income to 

keep them going”. He is urging those not already signed 

up to the system to get in touch, he says: “Collectively, 

our team has been working with Non-League clubs 

for the last fi ve years – we can help you.” The value 

of getting in touch, and staying in touch, is more 

prevalent than ever.

KAIZEN BOSS: 
“WE’RE HERE TO 

HELP - GET IN TOUCH”

23 CLUBS NOW 
USING THE 

HIGHLY-RATED 
SYSTEM 

� Online 50/50 draws are raising thou-

sands for clubs and the NHS

� Virtual matches are helping clubs’ 

cash fl ow in this fallow period

� Early bird season tickets and 

merchandise fl ash sales are boosting 

revenue

� Data capture is enabling community 

schemes to contact vulnerable fans

� Easy-to-use reporting functions help 

cashfl ow planning

We’d be lost 

CLUBS STILL GENERATING

INCOME THANKS TO
NIALL MALONE talks to Kaizen Ticket-

ing Managing Director David Lynam 

– and a host of Non-League execu-

tives – on how the state-of-the-art 

software and dynamic support is 

helping to steer clubs through this 

most unprecedented period.

“HONESTLY, the guys at Kaizen have 

been a godsend over the last few weeks 

– I really mean that.” It’s praise indeed 

from Bedford Town’s Club Secretary 

James Smiles. We speak after a long 

day for him, one of  many recently. 

His club’s tale is all too familiar as the 

coronavirus grips – try and make ends 

meet, fight on, adapt and then fight 

some more. 
The Eagles chief  makes clear: “Ba-

sically, we need to roll out ideas that 

can help generate us some income. We 

have no matches but players who need 

paying – it’s that simple.” That’s exact-

ly the gap that Kaizen have plugged. 

See a problem, solve a problem.

Smiles goes on: “I phone Kaizen and 

say ‘I need to put 2020/21 season tick-

ets online at a discount’ and it’s done. 

Then I say, ‘we need to put a 50/50 raffle 

online’ and that’s done too. Brilliant. 

Also, I can offer fans the opportunity 

to donate online to the club and local 

hospital without the need for BACS 

transfer. Kaizen makes that all possi-

ble. We’d be stumped without it.” 

REVENUE
That sentiment is echoed 20 miles 

down the road at Hitchin Town. There, 

Chris Newbold – who is part of  the 

club’s management committee – is 

heartened from a recent bumper 50/50 

online draw. He tells me that, ordinari-

ly, on a good day the club might make 

£80. Their first foray into an online 

version has brought in just under 

£1,400 – and the East and North Herts 

Hospital will benefit. “Just remark-

able”, says Chris.

club £3,000. Club Secretary James 

Tedford – who was instrumental in 

bringing the idea to fruition – said: 

“At times like these, striking the right 

balance is key. Obviously we want 

people to support us but we want to 

be able to offer them something. The 

screening and t-shirt proved to be 

hugely successful. 
People still want that 90 minutes of  

football escapism – arguably more so 

than usual – and the Kaizen infrastruc-

ture has allowed us to provide that.”

COMMUNITY
Christine Classon works alongside 

James as a volunteer. A former Oper-

ations Manager for Barclays, her pro-

cedural focus and eye for detail means 

that she helps oversee the clubs’ book-

keeping function. By her own admis-

sion she: “Loves a good system!”, so 

has been at home with Kaizen’s pro-

fessional, easy-to-use software. “In 

a few minutes I run a report, which 

shows what our cashflow is, which in 

the current climate has been extreme-

ly useful”, she says.
Volunteers like Christine are the 

lifeblood of  the game – they keep 

clubs going because they care. They 

understand the value of  the club 

within its community – another area 

where Kaizen comes into its own. 

Southport’s community arm has been 

able to use the database function to 

quickly segment their supporters by 

age and proactively phone everyone 

over 70 to see how they are and wheth-

er they needed anything.

“It’s great what Southport have 

been able to do with the older fans, 

isn’t it? Pro-actively contacting them 

like that”, says Lynam when that case 

study crops up. “That keeps me and 

the team going – in every sense”, he 

reflects. It’s a poignant reminder how 

vital football clubs are and how im-

portant Kaizen has become to those 

who run them.

computer games in the next room. 

“That’ll keep them occupied – for 

now!” delivers Lynam, knowingly. His 

reality is the same as millions of  oth-

er households now – that realism and 

new sense of  perspective is informing 

how his business responds. “These are 

challenging times. Chairmen, CEOs, 

Finance Directors – people’s liveli-

hoods – are relying on our experience, 

so we’re very conscious of  that.”

Lynam is steely. A former non-

league player himself, he rose to work 

for The FA, Spurs, London 2012 and 

UEFA in ticketing roles that have 

seen him help run some of  the biggest 

shows on earth. The rest of  the Kai-

zen team are made of  up the best and 

brightest he met along the way. There 

isn’t much they haven’t dealt with pre-

viously. 

VIRTUAL MATCHES 
“Something like coronavirus is once 

in a generation stuff, completely un-

precedented,” he says, before adding: 

“We’re still fully operational though, 

thankfully. Each day now is about 

doubling down efforts on what our 

clubs need to get them through. Club 

A wants X – how quickly can we do 

that for them? When X is done what 

other club of  ours could benefit? Have 

we called them to give them the same 

functionality? We share best practice 

– we ask our clubs all the time ‘have 

you thought about this as a revenue 

generator because it’s worked for oth-

er teams’”. 
That philosophy is being felt keenly 

on Merseyside. Southport FC worked 

with Kaizen to host a ‘virtual match’. 

The call was for supporters to donate 

what they would usually spend at a 

home match in return for an online 

screening of  the Southport vs Notts 

County FA Cup clash from 2002. Any-

one donating over £20 received a free 

t-shirt to acknowledge their support 

tangibly. The novel idea brought the 

“Times like these bring out the good 

in people”, relays Newbold. “There is 

a lot of  good will towards us and we’re 

very thankful for that. Some of  our 

supporters have been furloughed, or 

worse, so we have to think carefully 

about what we’re asking of  those that 

follow us. However, that task is made 

easier when we can tweet a link to 

a nice, Hitchin-branded, 50/50 raffle 

page with a commitment to help the 

NHS. As a result, we have raised a sig-

nificant amount of  money. Kaizen is 

driving that.” 
Kaizen Ticketing have been a non-

league success story with 23 clubs now 

using their system. They have gained 

notoriety for the counsel they offer 

clubs beyond whatever bespoke sys-

tem update has been asked of  them. 

That’s why their expertise is more 

sought after now than ever before. 

Managing Director David Lynam is 

leading the charge.
When I catch-up with David, the 

call is punctuated with the boister-

ous sounds of  his young sons playing 

without 
them

Kaizen Ticketing

       Kaizen are   

Kaizen Ticketing 

Fast and 
smart 
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GEOFF’S ON THEUP AT LASTSOUTH SHIELDS chairman 
Geoff Thompson has already 
turned his attention to the Na-
tional League North after the 
Mariners fi nally broke their 
promotion hoodoo.

The Mariners have been held back by a combination of  Covid and play-off  heartache in recent years but Monday’s 1-0 victory at Whitby Town was enough to take Kevin Phillips’ men to the NPL Premier title at the fourth time of  asking.
Joyous scenes at both Whitby’s Turnbull Ground and back at the Mariners’ 1st Cloud Arena home  were played out as the north-east club rejoiced in securing a place in Non-League’s second tier for the first time in their history.

The nightmare of  two play-off  defeats against Warrington Town and the two seasons cur-tailed by the impact of  Covid-19 have plagued the Mariners since tentered Step 3 after going up through the NPL Division One North play-offs in 2018-19.
“I am just relieved that we have finally got there and got into the National League North,” said charman Thompson, relieved and delighted in equal measure.
“Everyone talks about the sea-son when we won the FA Vase, 

Tom Broadbent, Gary Liddle and Mackenzie Heaney helped install the Mariners as firm favourites to secure the league title this season and they lived up to that billing with a storming season which led to promotion with two games to go.
Thompson hailed rookie boss Phillips for the job he has done and believes the Mariners boss has ‘created a positive environ-ment’ at the club.
“He’s done a great job and his remit was clear when he joined us,” he added. “That was to get us out of  the division and allow us to take the next step.  
“The first half-season he was in charge was him working with what really wasn’t his team and we narrowly missed out with the play-off  defeat against War-rington Town.  
“But I have given him – or at least I would hope I have given him – what he needed to do the job and as a consequence he has been able to build his own team.
“I don’t micro-manage or in-terfere so it’s not for me to talk on management style, I just let them get on with it, but it is very evident he has created a positive environment and he has applied his thinking to benefit the club as a whole.”

Northern League, the Northern League Cup and the Durham Challenge Cup, and that season was a landmark moment for the football club, but getting out of  the Northern Premier League is another because it’s been such a tough journey.
“We had a period where we made things more difficult than it should have been, but we bounced back and got it over the line, which is just wonderful.  That’s credit to Kevin and the management team, as well as the players of  course.  It’s fantastic for us to be heading where we are heading and I look forward to the challenges that lie in wait for us.”

Overhaul
The title success has marked a fine first full season in the dug-out for Phillips, the former Sun-derland, Watford and England striker.
The Black Cats legend was a surprise choice to replace for-mer manager Graham Fenton just over 14 months ago and had to oversee something of  an over-haul of  his squad during his first summer in charge.

The arrival of  the likes of  

By Mark Carruthers

SILVER SURFERS: 
South Shields lift 
the NPL Premier title 
yesterday and, inset,  
chairman Geoff 
Thompson proud 
holds the trophy aloft 

PICTURE: Kev Wilson

MICHAEL Clegg has 
earned a new two-year 
deal as manager of  War-
rington Rylands – despite 
being at the club for just 
two months!

The former Atherton 
Collieries boss took over 
as boss from Jody Banim 
back in February and has 
helped maintain the Step 
3 newcomers’ top ten po-
sition in NPL Premier 
after four wins from their 
last five matches.

Now both he and as-
sistant Nicky Hunt have 
been rewarded for their 
efforts with a deal to stay 
at Gorsey Lane until the 
end of  the 2024-25 season.

“I’m delighted, it’s a 
no-brainer for me,” Clegg 
told the club’s YouTube 
channel. “Tuesday night 
[a 3-0 win at Radcliffe] 
was a great night for us 
and what we have been 
working towards. Perfor-
mances have been good, 
the mood in the camp has 
been good, and we want 
to keep a lot of  this squad 
for next season, so that’s 
the next project now.”

Chairman Mark Pye 
added: “In terms of  sta-
bility for the club, keep-
ing someone like Cleggy 
with us, is an absolute 
priority.”

RYLANDS 
TIE DOWN 
CLEGG TO 
NEW DEAL
By Jon Couch
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Top boss gong is 
wide open again

Give your
main man 
the honour

ANOTHER rollercoaster season 
still needs to be settled – but the 
National Game Awards doesn’t nec-
essarily wait for the trophies to be 
lifted before honouring its winners.

Indeed, we’re already putting our 
plans in place for the big day at AFC 
Wimbledon’s Plough Lane stadium 
on Tuesday May 23 and it’s our job 
is to give you everything you need to 
know before you cast your votes. 

This week, we bring a run-down of  
the Our Game Football Player of  the 
Year – an award which covers every 
player numbered two and above from 
the National League and the Nation-
al League North and South.

Once again this year, there’s plen-
ty to choose from – and we certain-
ly don’t envy you decision-makers 
when it comes to picking the right 
man.

Rightly or wrongly, when picking 
any Player of  the Year, the mind nat-
urally often drifts towards the top of  
the scoring charts with the golden 
boys  setting the tone for another 
thrilling season at Steps 1 and 2.

So, look no further than Notts 
County’s Macaulay Langstaff. 
Brought in from newly-promoted 

Gateshead to cover the loss of  Kyle 
Wootton, the 26-year-old has proved 
a revelation at Meadow Lane – and is 
set to break numerous records along 
the way.

His 40th league goal of  the season 
at Altrincham on Tuesday night not 
only broke a club record but also 
drew him level with Ricky Miller as 
a National League best.

In this memorable two-horse race 
for the National League title this 
season, both Wrexham and Notts 
County boast numerous candidates 
to claim our top award this season.

Langstaff  may have to compete 
against the likes of  teammates Kyle 
Cameron, Adam Chicksen and Ru-
ben Rodrigues for the top honour, 
while the Racecourse also houses a 
number of  contenders, notably Paul 
Mullin, scorer of  31 goals himself  
so far this season, or Aaron Hayden, 
who has netted 12 times from cen-
tre-back. Captain Ben Tozer, too, has 
been a colossus for the Dragons.

Away from the top two, Woking 
have enjoyed a storming season – 
boosted by the goals of  Rhys Browne, 
who also wowed at Wealdstone – but, 
come on, Chesterfield and Barnet 
fans, who has stood out for you this 
season?

Elsewhere, how about the likes of  
Dominic Poleon, scorer of  31 goals 
form National League South cham-
pions elect Ebbsfleet United or Nick 
Haughton, who has led AFC Fylde’s 
charge towards the North title.

The choice, as always, is yours, so 
get your votes in and give your club’s 
star man the recognition he deserves.

OUR GAME 
Player of the Year

SPORTS GROUND 
DEVELOPMENT
Manager of the year
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THE NLP                                                                
Lifetime Achievement          
ACERBIS                                                                 
Team of the Year                              
ISUZU   

Unsung Hero                 
OUR GAME                                                   
Community Club 
of the Year 

SPORTS GROUND 
DEVELOPMENT
Manager of the Year    
THE FA
Cup Run of the Year 
REUSCH                      
GK of the Year 
Step 3 & 4 Player 
of the Year   
HUCK NETS                                        
Goal of the Season 
SK KITS                              
Golden Boot  
OUR GAME
Player of the Year       
THE FSA                                                                
Away Day Experience 
of the Year 

SPORTSBEAT 
Young Player 
of the Year 

WILLIAM HILL
Fan of the Year 

Voting is now open!  
Make sure you have 
your say by getting 
your nominations 
into us by email to

 ngavotes@
greenways

publishing.com

NGA 
2022-23 LIST 
OF AWARDS

HOW TO
VOTE!

�IN many ways, AFC 

Wimbledon are the ulti-

mate Non-League success 

story – so what better way to 

celebrate their fairytale rise 

to the Football League by 

hosting our National Game 

Awards at their plush new 

Plough Lane stadium.

We enjoyed our ceremony 

in SW19 so much last year 

that we’ve arranged to do it 

all again this time around – 

with Tuesday May 23 the key 

date for your diary.
So, with the dry cleaners 

on speed dial, we’re, ready for 

another glittering occasion.

WHO would be a manager? 
In an age when success 
is paramount to impatient 
chairmen amid severe fi -
nancial pressures, they are 
the fi rst to get stick when 
the going gets tough.

Because of this, any 
manager who achieves 
success should be cele-
brated, which is why our 
NGA for Manager of the 
Year is much sought after. 

Sponsored by S&C Slat-
ter, the award be handed 
out at AFC Wimbledon’s 
Plough Lane Stadium on 
Tuesday May 23 – and we 
want to hear who you think 
should get it! 

Last year’s award went 
to Dave Challinor, who led 
Stockport County back 
into the Football League 
after a 11 years away. 

He fended off a number 
of top contenders for 
the award and this year 

promises to be just as 
competitive with a number 
of high-calibre bosses to 
pick form. 

Luke Williams has taken 
to the National League 
like a duck to water in 
steering Notts County to 
a record-breaking season 
which is likely to yield 100+ 
points and goals.

Wrexham boss Phil Par-
kinson simply can not be 
ignored either, while Dean 

Brennan has performed 
wonders in lifting Barnet 
from the bottom of the 
table to promotion conten-
tion, similarly Darren Sarll 
at Woking.

And how about Kevin 
Maher, who has steered 
the ship admirable ay 
Southend United amid 
turbulent waters in the 
boardroom and in the High 
Court.

Elsewhere, Dennis 
Kutrieb has blitzed 
National League South 
with Ebbsfl eet United in 
a record season, while 
rookie boss Kevin Phillips 
is on the verge of fi nally 
lifting South Shields to the 
National League North 
after years of near misses.

These are just a few 
suggestions so if you have 
someone else in mind get 
in contact with us and 
place your vote now! 

on speed dial, we’re, ready for 

TOP CONTENDER?
Dean Brennan has 
performned wonders 
at Barnet this season

THE NON-LEAGUE PAPER,  Sunday, June 18, 2023     23

ISTHMIAN LEAGUE

FORMER Manchester 

United, Millwall and Ip-

swich Town midfielder 

Lee Martin says Rams-

gate’s family values make 

them the perfect fit.

The 36-year-old has 

joined the Isthmian Divi-

sion One South East out-

fit after leaving National 

League South Dover Ath-

letic in the off-season.

Martin came through 

the youth ranks at Man-

chester United, making 

his Premier League de-

but in the 2008-09 season 

before spending the bulk 

of  his career in the Foot-

ball League. 
He moved into Non-

League with Ebbsfleet 

from Exeter City in 2020 

before moving to Dover 

last term.
And Martin, who has 

set up his own coaching 

business outside of  play-

ing, wants to make his 

mark at the Step 4 promo-

tion hopefuls under new 

boss Ben Smith. 
“I can’t wait to get 

started and get down to 

see all the fans and all the 

kids,” he said.
“I’ve got three young 

boys myself  so I know 

what it’s like – I am a fam-

ily man and it’s a family 

club so it’s a perfect fit.

“The squad is being 

built, it’s impressive. I 

know a few of  the boys. 

I just can’t wait to get go-

ing and see if  we can do 

well.”

NEIL SMITH has con-

tinued to strengthen his 

Cray Wanderers squad by 

signing his former Brom-

ley frontman George 

Porter.
The 30-year-old strik-

er began his career at 

the Wands having come 

through their academy.

His form led to a move 

to Leyton Orient where 

he made 35 appearances 

before joining Burnley.

He thrived under Smith 

at Bromley and scored 12 

times for Dulwich in the 

National League South 

last season.
Also arriving at Hayes 

Lane is defender Camer-

on Black, who was at Bog-

nor Regis Town last term.

He is joined by former 

Cray loanee left-back Ja-

mie Mascoll from Horn-

church and former Met 

Police defender Archy 

Taylor. 
Meanwhile, Mitch 

Chapman and David Ija-

ha have been retained by 

boss Smith. 

MARTIN 
READY TO
RUMBLE 
AT RAMS

SMUDGER 
SNAPS UP 
PORTER!
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BRAD’S 
GOT THE
GREEN 
FOR GO

EXPERIENCED midfielder 

Bradley Pritchard wants to 

help Lewes keep growing in 

the coming year – on and off 

the pitch.
The 37-year-old former 

Charlton and Leyton Orient 

man arrived at the Dripping 

Pan a couple of  years ago 

– and it wasn’t just for foot-

balling reasons.
“I really got into garden-

ing during lockdown,”  he 

told The NLP. “I live in a flat 

and there was  a communi-

ty garden below which the 

residents were happy for me 

to work on. I learned a lot in 

lockdown and I tried to see 

how I could use that along 

with the community work I 

do in my day job.
“When I stopped play-

ing football professionally, I 

wanted to stay local. I live on 

the border of  Lewisham and 

Bromley, so Lewes isn’t local. 

“When I left Cray Wander-

ers, my old boss Tony Russell 

was at Lewes. I said I would 

sign if  I was able to have an 

impact in the community. 

At the Dripping Pan, I saw a 

corner of  the ground that was 

wild with grass and weeds.

“I said if  you could give me 

that bit of  soil, I would create 

a community garden where 

people could come and grow 

things. I said I would really 

appreciate that and it would 

be one of  the reasons I would 

sign.”

Joe (Vines, assistant) and 

they are still keen to have me 

around. It’s nice to feel want-

ed – even at 37!
“If  I decide to play and 

commit, it’s about making 

sure I’m available. My role 

changes – it’s not playing ev-

ery game, it’s making sure my 

teammates feel supported. 

“I will be there more for 

guidance, but I don’t want to 

be an old ex-pro saying ‘you 

need to do this or that’. The 

game has changed a lot and 

players have also.”

together as a collective.”

How much Pritchard con-

tributes on the pitch remains 

to be seen, but he’s eager to 

use all his experience from 

approaching two decades in 

the game to good effect at the 

East Sussex club.

Guidance
“I’m not overly confident 

I will play for the whole sea-

son,” he admitted. “I’m still 

trying to work that one out. 

I’ve been talking to Tony and 

He said: “Promotion is the 

aim, automatic or otherwise, 

but I’m sure every other team 

would say the same thing. 

There’s always a lot of  change 

at this level and I think the 

competition will be harder 

this year with the fact that 

there are some big teams that 

have come into the league.

“We have brought in some 

fantastic young players and 

you just hope that everyone 

gels and works together. 

That’s the way Tony wants to 

play – with everyone working 

The unusual request was 

granted and the area has 

since been transformed with 

the support of  many, includ-

ing the club itself  and grant 

funding from Lewes District 

Council.
The community 

allotment, which 

has been named 

‘Brad’s Pit’ in hon-

our of  its founder, 

is now branching 

out. Every Tues-

day there are free 

sessions so that 

local residents can 

learn about grow-

ing their own fruit 

and vegetables, re-

ducing food waste 

and cooking with 

limited ingredi-

ents.
“We started off  with about 

four people and we now have 

12 who have registered on-

line,” he explained. “Begin-

ning slowly is important – we 

want to make sure we can 

cope with the capacity and be 

a sustainable project.

“I cringe a bit with the 

name it’s been given, but I 

like the creativity!”
On the footballing side, 

Pritchard is keen to help the 

Rooks improve on last sea-

son’s sixth-place finish in the 

Isthmian Premier, which saw 

them miss out on the play-offs 

on goal difference.

Ace sows seeds at Lewes
By John Lyons

CHAMBERS RETURNS TO HIS HAMLET ROOTS

MICHAEL CHAMBERS has 

returned to Dulwich Hamlet 

– and he admits promotion 

back to Step 2 has to be their 

aim.
The 28-year-old defend-

er is back to a third spell at 

the Champion Hill outfit, 

who suffered relegation on 

of  former Chesterfield and 

Maidstone United left-back 

Jerome Binnom-Williams. 

“Hak and Terry gave me 

an opportunity at Maidstone 

when I was really unfit, and 

helped turn me into a Nation-

al League South winner, so I 

am respectful to them.”

process I have been part of  

before but it is long and gru-

elling and one that shouldn’t 

be taken lightly, but I am ex-

cited for the challenges of  

this season.”
Boss Hayrettin has land-

ed more National League 

experience with the signing 

Wrexham in 2019.
Since then, the centre back 

has had spells at Bromley, 

Chelmsford City and Biller-

icay Town.
Chambers told the club’s 

website: “When you sign for 

a club like Dulwich, the aim 

is to win promotion, it’s a 

the final day of  the National 

League South season.

 The academy graduate 

was part of  the side that 

won promotion through the 

Isthmian Premier play-offs 

in 2018, before moving on to 

By Neil Harvey

A PRIT OF ALRIGHT: 
Bradley Pritchard in 
action for Charlton 
Athletic and his 
new home at the 
Dripping Pan, inset
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The community 

allotment, which 

has been named 

‘Brad’s Pit’ in hon-

our of  its founder, 
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