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COBBLERS 
CLOSING IN 
ON GLORY

OH YES! QPR sub
Chris Martin  
celebrates his late 
winner at leaders 
Burnley

PICTURE: Alamy

RICHIE Wellens couldn’t 
hide his delight after Ley-
ton Orient clinched the 
League Two title.

Goals from George Mon-
cur (pen) and Charlie Kel-
man earned a 2-0 home 
success against Crewe and 
sparked jubilant scenes of  
celebration.

“A few teams have tried 
to knock us off  our perch 
but just look at how long 
we’ve been at the top, and 
look at the gap in points,” 
said O’s boss Wellens. “It 
is not often you win it with 
three games still to play.

 “We have certain indi-

viduals who have quality, 
but we are a team.”

Rochdale have been rele-
gated from the EFL after a 
1-0 loss at Stockport, while 
Wrexham come the other 
way after beating Boreham 
Wood 3-1 to win the Nation-
al League title.
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ON CORONATION week-
end, Plymouth and         
Ipswich are desperate 
to round off brilliant 
seasons with the League 
One crown.

Argyle head into to-
day’s noon showdown at 
Port Vale with a one-point 
lead over the Tractor 
Boys, who visit Fleet-
wood. Remarkably, both 
promoted sides could 
break the 100-point barri-
er as they hunt down the 
title.

Plymouth midfielder 
Matt Butcher told The 
FLP: “It’s another mas-
sive achievement to go for. 
If  we can do it, it would 
round off  an unbelievable 
season.”

Ipswich defender Luke 
Woolfenden said: “The 
title is in everyone’s 
thoughts and we really 
want to win it, although 
we know it’s not in our 
hands and we’ll have to 
rely on another result.”

While the League One 
regular season finishes 
today, the Championship 
and League Two wrap up 
tomorrow.

EFL clubs are set to 
mark the coronation of  
King Charles III at match-
es today and tomorrow, 
ranging from the playing 
of  the national anthem to 
use of  digital assets.
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Pilgrims and Blues go for title

CROWNING 
By John Lyons
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CHAMPIONSHIP 10,391,945
LEAGUE ONE 5,857,547
LEAGUE TWO 3,191,719
PLAY OFFS 443,754
CARABAO CUP 1,551,748
EFL TROPHY 312,727
TOTAL 21,749,440

2022/23 ATTENDANCE NUMBERS

Clubs span the length and breadth of 
England and Wales, bringing supporters 
and communities together. With more 
than 1,650 matches taking place across 
all three divisions, EFL clubs bring the 
drama and excitement of professional 
football into the heart of the towns and 
cities they serve every week.

ATTENDANCES IN EFL 
COMPETITIONS - 2022/23
The EFL achieved the highest league at-
tendances for nearly 70 years in the 2022-
23 football season. 21.7 million supporters 
passed through the turnstiles of an EFL 
competition in 2022-23, with the highest 
cumulative attendances recorded for 
league matches since 1953-54:

Sunday, August 6, 2023  THE FOOTBALL LEAGUE PAPER   7

C
HASETOWN’S 
part-time play-
ers couldn’t 
help but feel 
disappointed 
when the team-
sheet landed 

an hour before their historic 
FA Cup clash with Cardiff  City 
in 2008. 

Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink, 
the Bluebirds’ star player, was 
on the bench. Robbie Fowler 
hadn’t even boarded the coach. 

But when the deflation 
subsided, the eighth-tier 
minnows spotted an opportu-
nity. Playing in midfield for 
the Championship side was 
a 17-year-old making his first 
professional start. 

“Aaron Ramsey was the one 
we picked as the one we could 
get at,” recalled Danny Smith, 
who had scored a dramatic 
winner in the previous round 
against Port Vale. 

“We thought, ‘He’s 17, he’s 
playing in the centre of  the 
park on a muddy pitch at 
Chasetown, he’s being linked 
to all these top clubs but he’s 
not going to know what’s hit 
him’.”

The problem - for Chase-
town, at least - was that nobody 
could hit him. Ramsey scored 
one, made one, and played 
with an assurance that made 
a mockery of  his tender years. 
“We couldn’t get anywhere 
near him,” laughed Smith. “He 
absolutely ran the show.”

Like Smith, I left the Schol-
ars Ground that icy January 
evening in no doubt that Ram-
sey was destined for the top. 
His touch and technique was a 
class apart. 

Fifteen years on, those qual-
ities are undiminished. After a 
decade at Arsenal, 82 caps for 
Wales and stints at Juventus, 
Rangers and Nice, Ramsey 
remains an accomplished 
mezzala. 

Much, however, has been 
lost. And as the 32-year-old 
returns to Cardiff  for what 
is almost certainly a career 
swansong, it is important that 
everyone in South Wales tem-
per their expectations. 

The player that wiped the 
floor with Chasetown and 
won three FA Cups at Arsenal 
was nimble, lithe and elusive. 
The man who returns, though 
relatively young in chronolog-

But a little part of  your 
brain replayed the famous 
slalom against Argentina and 
said ‘Yeah, but surely he can 
do better than this?’.

Ramsey’s situation is differ-
ent. He is a local boy and fan 
of  the club whose motivation 
cannot be questioned. Never-
theless, expectation remains 
his biggest enemy. 

For Ramsey’s homecoming 
to stand any chance of  success, 
Cardiff  fans must forget those 
glorious FA Cup triumphs and 
virtuoso performances on the 
international stage. Forget 
the skinny kid who terrorised 
Chasetown. 

Simply enjoy the moments, 
the fleeting appearances and 
the flashes of  quality. Ramsey 
must be embraced for who he 
is, not mourned for what he 
was.

progressive playing style, the 
superior strength of  oppo-
nents means they are going to 
spend a lot of  time without the 
ball. Does Ramsey - a skilled 
defensive midfielder at his 
peak - still have the legs to rat 
and scrap?

All of  this may seem obvi-
ous. Ramsey is getting old. But 
knowing that and accepting it 
are two very different things. 

Frustration
As a supporter of  Newcastle, 

I vividly remember the frustra-
tion of  watching a broken Mi-
chael Owen trudge around St 
James’, a shadow of  the player 
who’d won the Ballon d’Or just 
a few years earlier.

We all knew he was operat-
ing on half  a hamstring. That 
his pace was gone. 

body has ever questioned his 
professionalism or technical 
ability. “All Aaron needs is to 
be healthy,” said Andrea Pirlo, 
his manager at Juve. 

Perhaps. Yet all the evidence 
points to a player who - in his 
18th season as a pro - can no 
longer operate as consistently 
or dynamically and probably 
never will again.

Physically, the modern-day 
Championship is as tough as 
it gets. Every team competes. 
Every team presses.

As Wayne Rooney found 
after signing for Derby in 
2020, it is a division that will 
ruthlessly expose any lack of  
athleticism. 

Remember, too, that Cardiff  
are a relatively weak side. Last 
season, they averaged just 46 
per cent possession. Even if  
Erol Bulut institutes a more 

ical terms, is a veteran of  519 
games with a body ravaged by 
injury. 

Ramsey’s intelligent off-the-
ball runs and ability to attack 
space, such a critical com-
ponent of  Wales’ run to the 
semi-finals of  Euro 2016, were 
completely absent at last year’s 
World Cup. Gone, too, were the 
swift half  turns and perceptive 
breaks. 

Ability
Like Gareth Bale, his per-

formances were characterised 
by an inertness that surprised 
UK audiences but provided an 
accurate reflection of  a player 
who has averaged just 12 
league starts per season since 
leaving the Gunners in 2019.

This is not a criticism. When 
fit, he often excelled, and no-

Please don’t expect 
the Ramsey of old

NEW rules aimed at 
eliminating the in-
timidation of offi cials 
are long overdue. 
Nobody wants to see 
overgrown toddlers 
having a tantrum, 
and the example their 
behaviour sets puts 
grassroots referees in 
genuine peril. 

If the price for 
cleaning up football 
is an explosion of red 
and yellow cards that 
reduce elite games to 
farce, it’s well worth 
paying. But will this 
latest clampdown last 
beyond August? 

Speaking last 
season, Millwall boss 
Gary Rowett summed 
up the standard 
trajectory of any refer-
eeing initiative. 

“You know how 
it goes,” he said. 
“There’s always a 
directive, and they’ll 
do it for the fi rst fi ve 
games then forget 
about it and nobody 
will ever see it again 
for ten years.

“It’s like holding 
at corners. Remem-
ber that? In the fi rst 
weekend they gave 
about ten penalties in 
the Premier League 
and for the rest of the 
season they didn’t 
give any.”

Another example 
came at last year’s 
World Cup, when a 
commitment to add 
the correct amount of 
stoppage time (anoth-
er directive suppos-
edly being adopted 
by the EFL this term) 
quietly fell by the way-
side midway through 
the group stages. 

If refs are serious 
about enacting per-
manent change - and 
they should be given 
what’s at stake for 
their brethren in the 
amateur game - the 
rules must be applied 
consistently, ruthless-
ly and, most impor-
tantly, permanently.   

MESSAGE: Gary Rowett

REF HELP
MUST NOT 
JUST FADE 
AWAY INTO 
NOTHING 

Chris  Dunlavy
A FRESH TAKE ON FOOTBALL

TEENAGE KICKS:
Aaron Ramsey 
celebrates scoring 
for Cardiff against 
Chasetown and, Inset, 
enjoys FA Cup suc-
cess with Arsenal

PICTURE: Alamy
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RECORD signing Haji 
Wright says it was an 
‘easy decision’ to agree to 
join Coventry City.

The £7.7m fee (9m Eu-
ros) paid to Turkish club 
Antalyaspor beats the 
£6.5m paid to Norwich 
City when they signed 
Craig Bellamy in August 
2000.

The 25-year-old USA 
international has signed 
a four-year contract to 
become City’s ninth sum-
mer signing. He has al-
ready packed plenty into 
his career.

After starting out with 
the New York Cosmos, 
he has since played for 
Schalke 04 (Germany), 
VVV-Venlo (Holland), 
Sonderjyske (Denmark) 
and, latterly, Antalyaspor.

Now he will play his 
part in Coventry’s bid 
to reach the Premier 
League under boss Mark 
Robins. The Sky Blues 
lost on penalties to Luton 
in last season’s Champi-
onship play-off  final at 
Wembley.

“It feels amazing, I’m 
really excited to get go-

ing,” Wright told the 
club website. “I was im-
mediately excited by the 
project and the invest-
ment being made at the 
club and the team and all 
round really excited to be 
part of  it. It was an easy 
decision to make.

“Moving to England 
played a massive part. 
It’s always been one of  
my dreams to play in 
England and I know how 
competitive the Champi-
onship is.

“We have a lot of  am-
bition to hopefully go up 
one day, so I’m excited to 
join the club.”

Manager Robins ex-
pressed his delight at 
capturing Wright, who 
scored for the USA in 
their 3-1 defeat to Holland 
in the last 16 of  the World 
Cup in Qatar in Decem-
ber.

“Haji is a quick, pow-
erful striker, and a very 
good finisher, who will 
add another exciting at-
tacking dynamic to our 
play and clear quality to 
our squad,” said Robins.

CHAMPIONSHIP

By Tom Blackett

RECORD
MOVE TO 
COV JUST 
WRIGHT 
FOR ACE 

DREAM: Haji Wright

HOME TIME CAN 
LET OWLS SOAR
SHEFFIELD Wednesday 
defender Michael Ihiekwe 
reckons a raucous Hills-
borough faithful can ensure 
there is “no ceiling” on the 
club’s aspirations back in 
the Championship.

The famous old ground 
was rocking last season as 
the Owls overturned a 4-0 
first-leg League One play-off  
semi-final deficit at Peterbor-
ough to triumph 5-1 in front 
of  their own fans and win 
a penalty shoot-out. They 
then went on to defeat Barn-
sley 1-0 at Wembley thanks 
to Josh Windass’ last-gasp               
extra-time winner.

Wednesday’s loud and loy-
al supporters were also cred-
ited with playing a major 
role as eventual Champions 
League qualifiers Newcastle 
were dumped out of  the FA 
Cup in January.

In fact, since being relegat-
ed from the EFL’s top tier in 
2021, the Owls have only lost 
three league games on their 
own soil and last term’s av-
erage attendance of  25,738 
was higher than all but four 
Championship outfits.

Crazy
The impact of  such vocif-

erous off-the-pitch backing is 
not lost on Ihiekwe, who ar-
rived at S6 from neighbours 
Rotherham last summer.

He said: “We have a mas-
sive following and, from the 
first minute I experienced 
the crowd at this club, I knew 
that they would give us such 
an advantage. I don’t think 
it matters what level we’re 
playing at when we have 
them behind us.

“They were our 12th man 
when we played Newcastle 
last season and we know 
what’s possible when they 
give us that strong and pos-
itive support. Wembley was 
Wembley but the semi-final 
against Peterborough was 
up there with the best atmo-
spheres I have ever played in.

“It’s crazy how much peo-
ple who aren’t on the pitch 
can make a difference, but 
they did and that’s full cred-
it to them. Every time we 
play at Hillsborough, we’re 
looking to win – it doesn’t 
matter who the opposition 
are or what level and, whilst I 
don’t want to say we’re going 
to finish in this or that posi-
tion, we’ve got to ride on the 
back of  the fans’ positivity 
from last season, try as hard 
as we can and, then, you nev-

er know what could happen. 
There’s no ceiling on that.” 

Ihiekwe added that he feels 
the passing of  less than a 
month between the club’s 

open-top bus parade and re-
turn for pre-season training 
at the end of  June should 
only help carry momentum 
into the new campaign, rath-
er than lead to fatigue issues 
caused by a perceived inade-
quate period of  rest.

“It wasn’t that long a break 
and it went quickly but 
we’re obviously coming off  
the back of  a promotion, so 
there’s lots of  things to be ex-
cited about,” said the 30-year-
old centre-back. “We are go-
ing into a better league and 
all the lads are raring to go.

“If  Wembley had gone a 
different way, I’m sure we’d 
have a different mindset and 
maybe we’d have taken some 
tiredness into pre-season, but 

everyone is real-
ly positive.”

Ihiekwe’s last 
two campaigns 
in English foot-
ball’s second 
tier both ended 
in relegation 
with Rother-
ham.

Success
But in Xisco Munoz, who 

replaced Darren Moore as 
manager last month follow-
ing the latter’s departure by 
mutual consent, the Owls 
have a boss who gained 
promotion to the Premier 
League with Watford in 2021.

On the ex-Hornets chief ’s 
credentials, Ihiekwe added: 

“He’s had success at this lev-
el, so it would be wise for us 
to listen and soak up every-
thing that he says because 
he has the promotion on his 
CV to back it up. It’s all about 
trusting and believing in him 
as our manager now.

“Most of  our squad has 
Championship experience 
too. It’s not like it’s a level 
that a lot of  us haven’t played 
before.”

By Dave Flett

“He’s had success at this lev-

“Every time 
we play at 
Hillsborough, 
we’re looking 
to win – it 
doesn’t matter  
who we play”

 - Michael Ihiekwe

WHAT AN ATMOSPHERE! 
Liam Palmer celebrates 
scoring Wednesday’s 
fourth in their incredible 
play-off semi-final win 
against Peterborough at 
Hillsborough and, Inset, 
Michael Ihiekwe

PICTURE: Alamy
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CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS

WATFORD 1 1 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 3

STOKE 1 1 0 0 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 3

PLYMOUTH 1 1 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 3

SOUTHAMPTON 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 1 1 3

BLACKBURN 1 1 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 3

NORWICH 1 1 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 3

MILLWALL 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 3

BIRMINGHAM 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 1

PRESTON NORTH END 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 1

BRISTOL CITY 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

SWANSEA 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

CARDIFF 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

COVENTRY 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

IPSWICH 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

LEEDS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

LEICESTER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

SUNDERLAND 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

HULL 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 -1 0

WEST BROM 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 -1 0

SHEFF WED 1 0 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0

MIDDLESBROUGH 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0

HUDDERSFIELD 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 3 -2 0

ROTHERHAM 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 4 -3 0

QPR 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 4 -4 0

Markanday 20
Leonard 22

Bell 47

Rowe 45
Idah 90

Whittaker 6
Mumba 73
Hardie 76

Blackburn: Pears, Rankin-Costello (Brittain 77), Carter, 
Hyam, Pickering, Travis, Tronstad (A Wharton 59), 
Markanday (Hedges 59), Szmodics, Dolan, Leonard. 
Subs not used: Ennis, S Wharton, Buckley, Batty, Garrett, 
Hilton. Booked: Carter, Hedges, Szmodics, Travis.

Bristol City: O’Leary, Tanner, Vyner, Dickie, 
Pring, Weimann (Williams 23), James, Knight 
(King 88), Cornick (Sykes 70), Wells (Conway 
69), Bell (Mehmeti 87). Subs not used: Rob-
erts, Wiles-Richards, Knight-Lebel, Araoye.

Middlesbrough: Dieng, McNair, Fry, Lenihan, 
Coulson (Silvera 69), Barlaser (Howson 76), 
Hackney, Forss, Crooks (Jones 87), McGree, Rog-
ers. Subs not used: van den Berg, Gilbert, Coburn, 
Payero, Glover, Akpom. Booked: Howson.

Norwich: Gunn, Stacey, Duffy, Gibson (Omobamidele 
74), Giannoulis, McLean, Rowe (Springett 75), 
Hernandez (Fassnacht 61), Gabriel Sara (Nunez 
75), Sargent, Barnes (Idah 86). Subs not used: Krul, 
Gibbs, McCallum, Fisher. Booked: Duffy, Gibson.

Plymouth: Hazard, Edwards, Scarr, Gibson, Kes-
ler-Hayden, C Wright (Azaz 89), Houghton, Randell 
(Butcher 86), Whittaker, Hardie (Waine 89), Mumba 
(T Wright 90). Subs not used: Warrington, Earley, 
Burton, Roberts, Issaka. Booked: Edwards.

West Brom: Palmer, Furlong, Ajayi, Kipre (Bartley 72), 
Townsend, Yokuslu (Mowatt 72), Chalobah (Swift 66), Wal-
lace, Molumby (Gardner-Hickman 85), Phillips (Sarmiento 
71), Thomas-Asante. Subs not used: Pieters, Fellows, 
Malcolm, Griffiths. Booked: Kipre, Wallace, Yokuslu.

Preston North End: Woodman, Storey, Lindsay, 
Hughes, Potts, Browne, McCann, Ledson (Holmes 
72), Best (Woodburn 82), Frokjaer-Jensen, Keane. 
Subs not used: Felipe, Taylor, Bauer, Cornell, What-
mough, Leigh, Mawene. Booked: McCann.

Millwall: Sarkic, Hutchinson, Cooper, Wallace, McNamara, 
Mitchell, De Norre (Saville 64), Watmore (Esse 73), Bryan 
(Leonard 90), Flemming (Emakhu 73), Nisbet (Bradshaw 
90). Subs not used: Evans, Voglsammer, Bialkowski, 
Harding. Booked: Bryan, Cooper, Nisbet.

Hull: Ingram, Coyle, Jones, Greaves, Ruben Vinagre 
(McLoughlin 66), Traore (Christie 66), Slater, Seri, Vaughan 
(Simons 79), Delap (Estupinan 79), Tufan (Connolly 
72). Subs not used: Lokilo, Longman, Fleming, Lo-Tutala. 
Booked: Greaves, Ingram, Ruben Vinagre, Seri, Traore.

Huddersfield: Nicholls, Edwards, Pearson (Hogg 
42), Helik, Ruffels, Edmonds-Green, Rudoni, 
Thomas (Jackson 77), Diarra (Jones 77), Koro-
ma (Harratt 84), Ward. Subs not used: Maxwell, 
Headley, Spencer, Hudlin, Nakayama.

Att:

Att:

Att: 29,359

Att: 25,892

Att:

Ref: D Whitestone

Ref: D Webb

Ref: G Ward

Ref: K Stroud

Ref: M Donohue

Phillips 50

Keane 86

Esse 79

Delap 17

Helik 45

BLACKBURN 2 WEST BROM 1

BRISTOL CITY 1 PRESTON NORTH END 1

MIDDLESBROUGH 0 MILLWALL 1

NORWICH 2 HULL 1

PLYMOUTH 3 HUDDERSFIELD 1

ON TARGET 3
OFF TARGET 9
CORNERS 6
OFFSIDES 2

FOULS 11
YELLOW CARDS 4
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 58

ON TARGET 2
OFF TARGET 3
CORNERS 2
OFFSIDES 1

FOULS 10
YELLOW CARDS 0
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 47

ON TARGET 2
OFF TARGET 14
CORNERS 12
OFFSIDES 1

FOULS 3
YELLOW CARDS 1
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 68

ON TARGET 4
OFF TARGET 24
CORNERS 9
OFFSIDES 6

FOULS 13
YELLOW CARDS 2
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 58

ON TARGET 7
OFF TARGET 7
CORNERS 2
OFFSIDES 1

FOULS 9
YELLOW CARDS 1
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 53

ON TARGET 4
OFF TARGET 10
CORNERS 5
OFFSIDES 2

FOULS 11
YELLOW CARDS 3
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 42

ON TARGET 3
OFF TARGET 8
CORNERS 4
OFFSIDES 2

FOULS 10
YELLOW CARDS 1
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 53

ON TARGET 2
OFF TARGET 10
CORNERS 6
OFFSIDES 1

FOULS 8
YELLOW CARDS 3
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 32

ON TARGET 3
OFF TARGET 5
CORNERS 4
OFFSIDES 0

FOULS 12
YELLOW CARDS 5
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 42

ON TARGET 3
OFF TARGET 12
CORNERS 8
OFFSIDES 2

FOULS 15
YELLOW CARDS 0
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 47

Dele-Bashiru 1
Louza 20
Martins 38
Bayo 43

Yates 76

Hoever 5
Vidigal 45, 45
Brown 90

Gregory 54

Watford: Bachmann, Ngakia, Porteous, Hoedt, Morris 
(Andrews 46), Dele-Bashiru (Chakvetadze 66), Sier-
ralta (Livermore 66), Louza (Kone 66), Sema, Bayo, 
Matheus Martins (Kayembe 82). Subs not used:
Healey, Pollock, Asprilla, Hamer. Booked: Morris.

Swansea: Rushworth, Darling, Cabango, 
Wood-Gordon, Ashby (Abdulai 70), Grimes, Fulton, 
Key, Paterson (Cullen 70), Piroe, Yates. Subs not 
used: Fisher, Allen, Ginnelly, B Cooper, Kukharevych, 
Naughton, O Cooper. Booked: Paterson.

Stoke: Travers, Hoever, Rose, Wilmot, Stevens, Pearson 
(Thompson 79), Laurent, Brown, Johnson (Sidibe 90), 
Andre Vidigal (Wesley 90), Mmaee (Oliveira 75). Subs 
not used: Bonham, Tymon, McNally, Lowe, Okagbue. 
Booked: Brown, Johnson, Laurent, Pearson, Thompson.

Sheff Wed: Dawson, Paterson, Iorfa, Ihiekwe, Famewo, 
Vaulks (Palmer 77), Bakinson, Delgado (Fletcher 77), 
Bannan, Windass (James 86), Gregory (Musaba 68). 
Subs not used: Valentin, Bernard, Wilks, Smith, Charles. 
Booked: Dawson, Delgado, Gregory, Paterson.

QPR: Begovic, Kakay, Fox, Gubbins, Paal, Dozzell 
(Dixon-Bonner 90), Field, Smyth (Duke-Mckenna 
46), Kelman (Armstrong 46), Chair (Willock 90), 
Dykes. Subs not used: Archer, Richards, Larkeche, 
Drewe, Adomah. Booked: Armstrong, Field.

Birmingham: Ruddy, Laird (Oakley 70), Sanderson, Long, 
Buchanan, Sunjic, Bielik, Roberts (James 61), Anderson 
(Bacuna 84), Dembele (Miyoshi 85), Hogan (Jutkiewicz 
85). Subs not used: Etheridge, Chang, Cosgrove, Longelo. 
Booked: Bielik, Miyoshi, Roberts, Sunjic.

Rotherham: Johansson, Humphreys, Morrison (Peltier 
46 (Lembikisa 58)), Blackett, Onyedinma (McCart 79), 
Rathbone (Kayode 79), Cafu, Bramall, Odofin, Wiles, Hugill 
(Kelly 63). Subs not used: Phillips, Bola, McGuckin, Ayres. 
Booked: Bramall, Cafu, Morrison, Odofin. Sent-off: Cafu.

Southampton: Bazunu, Walker-Peters, Bednarek, Stephens, 
Manning, Smallbone, Ward-Prowse, Alcaraz (S Armstrong 73), 
Tella, A Armstrong (Adams 79), Edozie (Aribo 89). Subs not 
used: Charles, McCarthy, Lyanco, Djenepo, Amo-Ameyaw, Lavia. 
Booked: A Armstrong, Manning, Stephens, Tella.

Att: 20,087

Att: 18,051

Att: 22,601

Att: 28,558

Ref: T Bramall

Ref: J Linington

Ref: J Busby

Ref: R Madley

Dembele 45

Peltier 46

A Armstrong 8
Adams 87

WATFORD 4 QPR 0

SWANSEA 1 BIRMINGHAM 1

STOKE 4 ROTHERHAM 1

SHEFF WED 1 SOUTHAMPTON 2

ON TARGET 12
OFF TARGET 11
CORNERS 8
OFFSIDES 1

FOULS 8
YELLOW CARDS 1
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 70

ON TARGET 5
OFF TARGET 6
CORNERS 5
OFFSIDES 2

FOULS 9
YELLOW CARDS 1
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 60

ON TARGET 6
OFF TARGET 9
CORNERS 10
OFFSIDES 1

FOULS 12
YELLOW CARDS 5
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 70

ON TARGET 1
OFF TARGET 7
CORNERS 3
OFFSIDES 2

FOULS 11
YELLOW CARDS 4
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 22

ON TARGET 1
OFF TARGET 3
CORNERS 2
OFFSIDES 1

FOULS 15
YELLOW CARDS 2
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 30

ON TARGET 6
OFF TARGET 6
CORNERS 5
OFFSIDES 1

FOULS 12
YELLOW CARDS 4
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 40

ON TARGET 3
OFF TARGET 3
CORNERS 2
OFFSIDES 2

FOULS 10
YELLOW CARDS 4
RED CARDS 1
POSSESSION 30

ON TARGET 6
OFF TARGET 17
CORNERS 6
OFFSIDES 0

FOULS 10
YELLOW CARDS 4
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 78

STANDINGS

1

13

7

19

4

16

10

22

2

14

8

20

5

17

11

23

3

15

9

21

6

18

12

24
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CARD COUNT
 Y R  Y R

D Cafu  Rotherham 1 1
D Johnson  Stoke 1 0
J Paterson  Swansea 1 0
J Laurent  Stoke 1 0
T Roberts  Birmingham 1 0

C Paterson  Sheff Wed 1 0
K Nisbet  Millwall 1 0
R Manning  Southamptn 1 0
J Stephens  Southamptn 1 0
R Vinagre  Hull 1 0

Sarkic
Millwall

Whittaker
Plymouth

Louza
Watford

Hoedt
Watford

Vidigal
Stoke

Hoever
Stoke

Martins
Watford

Ward-Prowse
Southampton

Hutchinson
Millwall

Rowe
Norwich

Bryan
Millwall

TOP 
BOSS

Valerien Ismael Watford

LEADING SCORERS LEAGUE GOALS ONLY
PLAYER CLUB TOTAL PLAYER CLUB TOTAL PLAYER CLUB TOTALW

VIDIGAL STOKE 2
PHILLIPS WEST BROM 1
GREGORY SHEFF WED 1
WHITTAKER PLYMOUTH 1
LEONARD BLACKBURN 1
HARDIE PLYMOUTH 1

A ARMSTRONG SOUTHAMPTON 1
MUMBA PLYMOUTH 1
HOEVER STOKE 1
LOUZA WATFORD 1
MARKANDAY BLACKBURN 1
YATES SWANSEA 1

ADAMS SOUTHAMPTON 1
ESSE MILLWALL 1
BELL BRISTOL CITY 1
DEMBELE BIRMINGHAM 1
KEANE PRESTON 1
DELE-BASHIRU WATFORD 1

TEAM 
OF THE 

DAY

DELIGHT: Watford’s Imran Louza celebrates

GOOD CALL: Jacob Brown enjoys 
scoring Stoke’s fourth goal

HARLEE Dean didn’t 
need asking twice 
when he heard Read-
ing wanted him – he 
jumped straight in 
his car and drove to 
the training ground!

The experienced 
defender has joined 
the League One out-
fit, who were relegat-
ed from the Cham-
pionship last season 
following a six-point 
deduction for breach-
ing an EFL business 
plan, on a two-year 
deal.

Their transfer em-
bargo was lifted on 
Thursday, allowing 
new boss Ruben Sell-
es to sign Dean from 
Birmingham and ex- 
Swansea midfielder 
Tivonge Rushesha.

Dean made 16 ap-
pearances for the 
Blues last season and 
the former Brentford 
man, who won pro-
motion from League 
One with the Bees, 
plans to bring all his 
nous as the club look 
for an instant return 
to the second tier.

“I’ve been around 
the squad for three 
weeks, so I am really 
happy to get it done, 
and now I am look-
ing forward to having 
a good season,” the 
32-year-old told the 
club’s website.

“A club like Read-
ing, you aren’t going 
to say ‘No’! Once I 
knew they were inter-
ested, I jumped into 
the car and headed to 
the training ground.

“I want to be a part 
of  what the hierarchy 
has planned for the 
club. Working with 
the manager and the 
coaches, I have been 
really impressed.”

Dean believes the 

club have made a 
real coup in landing 
former Southampton 
boss Selles.

“I think this is a 
top appointment for 
this level,” Dean add-
ed. “He is intense, 
dedicated and pas-
sionate. It might not 
be perfect right away, 
but I am certain he 
will get there.”

Like Dean, Rushe-
sha, 21, has been 
training with the 
club in pre-season 
and has now penned 
a one-year deal.

The Welsh youth 
international came 
through Swansea 
City’s academy and 
is looking forward to 
working under Span-
iard Selles – and util-
ising his Spanish A 
Level.

“The Spanish has 
come in handy so 
far,” he joked. “He 
is very intense and 
demanding, which 
is what you want as 
a young footballer. I 
want to improve and 
learn every day. I 
learn and understand 
well.

“I love to play foot-
ball. In fact all I want 
to do is play football, 
so having games all 
the time this season 
is what I want!”

Head of  football op-
erations Mark Bowen 
said: “Tivonge is a 
young man who has 
really impressed us 
during his trial, not 
just on the football 
pitch, but with his at-
titude. He is extreme-
ly keen to learn, and 
always asks the right 
questions about how 
he can improve.”

LEAGUE ONE

By Tom Blackett

HARLEE SO 
HAPPY TO 
SIGN FOR 
ROYALS...

CHANCE: Harlee Dean has joined Reading
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By Kingsley Henderson

SUTTON UNITED 5CREWE ALEX’ 2

MANSFIELD TN 2

Demetriou 32, Adebisi 60

Keillor-Dunn 22, 26

Att: 5,574 Rating: ����� Ref: Ben Atkinson 7/10

CREWE: Davies 7, Adebisi 8, Offord 7, Demetriou 8, Williams 7 (Cooney 81, 
6), Thomas 7, Tabiner 6, Tracey 7, Long 7, Powell 8 (Holicek 81, 6), Nevitt 6 
(Baker-Richardson 70, 6). Subs not used: Booth, O’Riordan, Billington, Lunt.

MANSFIELD: Pym 6, Johnson 7, MacDonald 5, Reed 7, Kilgour 7, Lewis 6 
(Maris 75, 6), Cargill 8, Quinn 7 (Boateng 75, 6), Oates 7 (Gale 90+4), 
Keillor-Dunn 9 (Flint 60, 6), Akins 7. Subs not used: Flinders, Hartigan, Bowery.

NIGEL Clough was 
pleased Mansfield 
shrugged off  the 
shock of  Calum Mac-
Donald’s second-half  
dismissal at Crewe.

The defender re-
ceived a straight red 
for a challenge on 
Chris Long just be-
fore the hour mark, 
which halted the 
Stags in their stride 
after they command-
ed a two-goal lead 
in the first half  at 
Gresty Road.

Davis Keillor-Dunn 
punished Crewe 
twice inside three 
first-half  minutes, 
but Mickey Demetri-
ou hit back for the 
home side and Rio 
Adebisi levelled from 
the free-kick which 
resulted from the 
sending off.

“It was a good 
point in the cir-
cumstances 
when you’re 
facing 35 
minutes and 
more with 
ten men. Over 
the course of  the 
game we should have 
had three points,” 
said Clough. 

“We were good 
going forward and I 
was pleased with our 
shape when we went 
down to ten men.

“Keillor-Dunn 
had a great chance 
to make it 3-0 in the 
first half, which 
would have proba-
bly sealed the game 
then. But we gave 
away a needless cor-
ner and then within 
minutes of  hitting 
a post we get what I 
thought was a very 
harsh red card.”

Keillor-Dunn drove 
a powerful low shot 
past Alex keeper 
Harvey Davies from 
the edge of  the box 
for a 22nd-minute 

opener. He then 
showed a deft touch, 
taking Stephen 
Quinn’s pass and 
firing into a just four 
minutes later.

Crewe grappled 
their way back into 
contention with a 
close-range finish 
from veteran defend-
er Demetriou after a 
corner. 

Mansfield were 
fortunate when 
Chris Long’s effort 
beat Pym, but came 
back off  the bar just 
before the break.

Keillor-Dunn wast-
ed a good chance 
to claim a hat-trick 
when he skewed on 
to a post and then, 
down to ten men, the 
visitors were pegged 

back by Adebisi’s 
header from 
Jack Powell’s 
cross.

Despite 
their numer-

ical disadvan-
tage, Mansfield 

still posed a threat 
with Lucas Akins 
going close.

Crewe boss Lee 
Bell said: “I was 
pleased we scored 
from two set-plays as 
our percentage from 
them last season was 
low. We’ve got to get 
better there and we 
had good delivery 
into the box; Adebisi 
has a knack for that, 
he’s good in the air.”

Bell believes the 
new added-on time 
directive needs care-
ful examination as 
he feels it will take 
its toll on players. 
After more than 17 
extra minutes were 
added on, Bell said: 
“The players could 
break under this and 
I hope the officials 
will see some sense.”

By Matthew Dale

Clough relief
as ten-man
Stags earn
‘good point’

“It was a good 
point in the cir-

ten men. Over 
the course of  the 

visitors were pegged 
back by Adebisi’s 

header from 
Jack Powell’s 
cross.

their numer-
ical disadvan-

tage, Mansfield 
still posed a threat 

STAR MAN
DAVISKEILLOR-DUNNMansfield Town

SUTTON UNITED 
LEAGUE TWO

‘WEAK’
MAGPIES
TAKEN 
APART
FUMING Notts County 

boss Luke Williams 
branded his side 

“weak” and “pathet-
ic” after their humbling 
League Two return at 
Sutton United.

Goalkeeper Aiden 
Stone was sent off  after 
just 15 minutes at Gan-
der Green Lane.  But Wil-
liams insisted that was 
no excuse for his side’s 
disappointing display.

Joe Kizzi opened the 
scoring for the hosts in-
side two minutes, before 
Omari Patrick’s brace 
made it 3-0.

Harry Beautyman 
grabbed the U’s fourth 
and Harry Smith added 
gloss with 12 minutes left 
after David McGoldrick 
got a mere consolation. 

When asked if  the 
sending off  changed the 
game, angry Williams 
said: “Don’t dare say that 
because that’s a lie.

“We were weak and pa-
thetic and the opposition 
were the total opposite of  
that. They were ferocious 
and really competitive 
and really impressive.

“We were thoroughly 
beaten and deserved to be 

thoroughly beaten. It had 
nothing to do with the 
sending off.

“I’ve said many, many 
times before that I love 
this group of  players and 
I’ve spent an entire sea-
son not being able to crit-
icise them really because 
they lost three games the 
entire season last year.

“But I have to tell the 
truth and I’ve told the 
players in the changing 

room and that breaks my 
heart because imagine 
how much we’ve been 
through together and 
how much these players 
mean to me.

“Unfortunately in the 
job description I have to 
drive them on and have 
to tell them the truth. If  
they want to make a fist 
of  it then they will have 
to do a hell of  a lot better.”

Sutton struck the first 
goal of  the League Two 
season as Kizzi headed in 
former Magpie Rob Mil-
som’s corner at the far 
post, and County’s after-
noon got worse as Scott 
Kashket pounced on a 
poor back pass and was 
brought down by Stone, 
who was immediately 
sent off  by Sam Purkiss. 

Milsom’s free-kick 
went just wide, but sub-
stitute keeper Sam Slo-

combe was soon picking 
the ball out of  his net as 
Patrick rifled a shot home 
from Josh Coley’s pass. 

The U’s might have had 
a third when Kashket’s 
header hit the crossbar. 

Hopes of  a County 
comeback in the second 
half  lasted only five min-
utes as Coley’s superb 
cross was powered home 
by Patrick’s header at 
the far post, and as Sut-
ton continued to boss the 

game Craig Eastmond’s 
low shot hit a post. 

Jack Rose made one 
good save from Macaulay 
Langstaff, but the pun-
ishment for County was 
relentless as Beautyman 
made it 4-0 from Aiden 
O’Brien’s pass.

County pulled one back 
when McGoldrick scored 
from Langstaff ’s pass, 
but any prospect of  a ner-
vous end for Sutton fans 
was ended by Smith’s 

goal of  the League Two 
season as Kizzi headed in 
former Magpie Rob Mil-
som’s corner at the far 
post, and County’s after-
noon got worse as Scott 
Kashket pounced on a 
poor back pass and was 
brought down by Stone, 
who was immediately 
sent off  by Sam Purkiss. 

went just wide, but sub-
stitute keeper Sam Slo-

Att: 4,010 Rating: �����

Ref: Sam Purkiss 7/10

SUTTON v NOTTS CO

6 Shots on target 3

6 Shots off target 4

4 Corners 5

1 Offside 2

16 Fouls conceded 8

3 Yellow Cards 3

0 Red Cards 1

34 Possession % 66

MATCH STATS

Williams’ rage
after sobering
rout in opener

Kizzi 2, Patrick 23, 51, Beautyman 63, Smith 78

DEBUT DELIGHT FOR EASTWOOD
By Thomas Sage

PAUL Hurst believes his 
Grimsby side had the 
better of  their draw with 
AFC Wimbledon, despite 
the visitors having a sec-
ond-half  penalty saved.

Despite Town’s bright 
start to the second half, 
the visitors were gifted a 
golden opportunity to go 
ahead in the 59th minute 
as Harry Clifton brought 

down sub Ali Al-Hamadi 
in the box. The latter took 
the penalty, which was 
saved by Jake Eastwood, 
with a double save made 

in the end by the Grimsby 
stopper to deny Al-
Hamadi on the follow-up.

Town boss Hurst was 
honest in his recollection 

of  the game, taking into 
account the big moment 
in the second half, which 
could have seen his side 
walk away with noth-

ing, but still believing 
Grimsby had the better 
of  the general play.

“In the main, we were 
the team most likely to 

GRIMSBY TOWN 0
GRIMSBY: Eastwood 8, Mullarkey 8, Rodgers 8, Maher 8, 
Driscoll-Glennon 7, Clifton 5 (Pyke 90+5), Hunt 7 (Green 81, 6), 
Conteh 7, Vernam 7 (Gnahoua 77, 6), Rose 6, Eisa 6. Subs not 
used: Cartwright, Efete, Waterfall, Khouri.

AFC W’DON 0
AFC WIMBLEDON: Bass 7, Ogundere 7, Lewis 8, Pearce 8, Johnson 
7, Tilley 7, Reeves 7, Little 8, Neufville 7, Davison 6 (Al-Hamadi 
55, 6), Bugiel 6 (Pell 80, 6). Subs not used: Tzanev, Sutcliffe, Ball, 
Williams, Sasu.

Att: 7,214 Rating: ����� Ref: Matthew Corlett 7/10

ALL-SMILES:
Sutton United’s 
Omari Patrick 
celebrates 
smashing in to 
make it 2-0

PICTURES: Dan 
Westwell

HEAD MASTER: Sutton’s Harry Smith makes it 5-1
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SUTTON UNITED: Rose 6, Kizzi 9, Sow-
unmi 6, Goodliffe 7 (John 81, 6), Milsom 
8, Coley 8 (Clay 58, 6), Beautyman 8, 
Eastmond 7, Patrick 9 (Fadahunsi 68, 
6), Smith 8 (Angol 82, 6), Kashket 7 
(O’Brien 58, 6). Subs not used: Arnold, 
Kasimu.
NOTTS COUNTY: Stone 4, Cameron 5, 
Rawlinson 5 (Baldwin 61, 6), Brindley 
5, Jones 5 (Crowley 73, 6), Bostock 6, 
Palmer 6, Nemane 6 (Chicksen 61, 6), 
McGoldrick 7, O’Brien 5 (Slocombe 18, 
6), Langstaff 7 (Scott 73, 6). Subs not 
used: Adebayo-Rowling, Austin.

NOTTS COUNTY 1 FOREST GREEN 0

SALFORD CITY 2
McAleny 52, Smith 90+5

Att: 1,936 Rating: ����� Ref: Daniel Middleton 7/10

FOREST GREEN: Daniels 6, Robson 6, Inniss 6, Moore-Taylor 6, Bernard 7, McAllis-
ter 6, Jones 6 (Robertson 87), McCann 6 (Bunker 67, 6), Jenks 6 (Kadji 67, 6), 
Stevens 6, Omotoye 6 (Taylor 67, 6). Subs not used: Searle, Johnson, McKenzie.

SALFORD CITY: Cairns 8, Ashley 8, Mallan 6 (Lund 90+2), Tilt 8, Watson 
7, McAleny 8 (McLennan 78, 6), Hendry 6 (Smith 85), Bolton 7, Vassell 8, 
Shephard 8, Garbutt 7. Subs not used: Wright, Mariappa, Berkoe, Bailey.

NEIL Wood says 
Salford’s pre-season 
was a “worthwhile” 
exercise after his 
side opened their 
account with victory 
over recently relegat-
ed Forest Green.  

Goals from Conor 
McAleny and substi-
tute Matt Smith were 
enough for all three 
points for Wood’s 
side at a damp Bolt 
New Lawn.  

For recently 
appointed David 
Horseman, it’s a 
tough start to life 
in League Two with 
a Forest Green side 
who have only won 
once in 2023. 

“I was really 
pleased to be able 
to start with a win. 
I didn’t think we 
looked like we’d 
concede in open 
play. I was 
really pleased 
with the 
defending, 
but we get 
better,” 
said Wood.  

It was the hosts 
who should’ve taken 
the lead through 
Tyrese Omotoye, but 
he could only head 
over the crossbar 
from just inside the 
penalty area.  

Matty Stevens was 
next to come close 
and he connected 
with a Callum Jones 
corner, but the 
forward man was 
denied by the 
crossbar and City 
scrambled to safety.  

Callum Hendry 
came closest for 
Salford when he met 
a cross Liam Shep-
hard, but Luke Dan-
iels parried wide.  

Forest Green 
also had Kyle 
McAllister’s long-
range effort denied 
brilliantly by a fine 

one-handed save by 
Alex Cairns in the 
first half.  

Salford forward 
McAleny took full 
advantage of  a cor-
ner not dealt with by 
Forest Green as he 
fired home right-foot-
ed from six yards.  

Hendry passed up 
a huge opportunity 
to make it two after 
Dom Bernard’s clear-
ance could only find 
the City No.9, but he 
blazed over.  

Experienced for-
ward Smith doubled 
Salford’s tally late 
in the day after he 
nodded home Luke 
Bolton’s cross.  

Wood continued: 
“They came down, so 
we knew it would be 

difficult. It was 
a good result 
to start with 
against a 
tough team. 
They’ll be a 

real test this 
season. 

“We wanted to 
do was built on the 
foundations we laid 
last season. We’ve 
started, but there’s a 
long way to go.” 

Rovers boss Horse-
man has taken his 
first senior role with 
Rovers but is looking 
to build on yester-
day’s display rather 
than the result.  

“If  that’s a top-sev-
en team and we’re 
just starting out in 
our project, we’re 
not a million miles 
off,” says Horseman. 

“It was a really 
high-quality game, 
we more than held 
our own but to win 
games we’ve got 
to show that extra 
quality and patience 
around the final 
third.” 

By Alex Uney

Wood eyes
building on
pre-season
foundation

looked like we’d 
concede in open 

really pleased 

It was the hosts 

difficult. It was 
a good result 
to start with 
against a 
tough team. 
They’ll be a 

real test this 
season. 

“We wanted to 

STAR MAN
CONORMcALENYSalford City

header from 
Kizzi’s cross. 

On the flip 
side, Matt Gray’s 
outfit enjoyed the perfect 
start to the new season. 

He beamed: “It’s a re-
ally good start for us. We 
were aggressive and got 
down the sides of  them 
and that’s what I want.

“The sending off  cer-
tainly changed the game 
and helped us, but I was 
pleased with our shape.

“It’s difficult at 
times when the op-

position go down to 
ten men and we coped 

with that really well.” 

On the flip 
side, Matt Gray’s 

times when the op-
position go down to 

ten men and we coped 

STAR MAN
OMARI PATRICKSutton United

McGoldrick 69

AS DONS FLUFF PENALTY CHANCE
win it in all honesty,” said 
Hurst. “Obviously they 
had the major opportu-
nity with the penalty, so 
they’ll be disappointed.

“We hit a post and were 
the team that was push-
ing towards the end, but 
they did certainly carry a 
threat on the break with 
the pace in particular of  
Al-Hamadi who came. 
I thought our two cen-
tre-backs dealt well with 

him in the main though.
“Overall, the attempts 

we had were more from 
distance and the keeper 
made some great saves 
one from Abo Eisa to 
turn his shot onto a post. 
From our point of  view, 
we want to try and do a 
bit more, but it was nice 
to get the first clean sheet 
and point on the board.”

Wimbledon’s best 
chances aside from the 

penalty came in quick 
succession around the 
34th minute as Ryan 
Johnson won two 
headers from back-
to-back corners.

In the second 
period, buoyed 
by the penalty 
save, the hosts 
went down the 
other end a few 
minutes later with Eisa 
having his long-range 

effort tipped onto a post 
by Alex Bass. Before that, 
Grimsby’s Harvey Rod-

gers also had a shot 
from outside the 

area saved by the 
visiting keeper.

For Wimble-
don, there would 
have been a tinge 

of  disappointment 
with the penalty 

miss, but similarly to the 
Mariners’ perspective, it 

was an encouraging way 
to start the term for John-
nie Jackson and his men.

“We’re obviously disap-
pointed with the penalty 
miss,” said Jackson. “In 
the end, its a point on the 
board, we would’ve liked 
it to be three considering 
the circumstances, but 
you only need to look at 
some other results to see 
that other bosses might 
have more concerns.”

Johnson won two 
headers from back-

In the second 

save, the hosts 
went down the 
other end a few 

gers also had a shot 
from outside the 

area saved by the 
visiting keeper.

don, there would 
have been a tinge 

of  disappointment 
with the penalty 

STAR MAN
JOELEWISAFC Wimbledon
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PREMIER LEAGUE
Bournemouth 1 Chelsea 3
Man City 2 Leeds 1
Tottenham 1 Crystal Palace 0

Woves 1 Aston Villa 0
Liverpool 1 Brentford 0

THIS WEEK’S
FIXTURES

TO ADVERTISE IN THE 
FOOTBALL LEAGUE PAPER 
CONTACT SAM EMERY ON
020 8971 4335 

CLASSIFIEDS

FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES

STEVE EARL FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES (DEPT.FL)
BROAD STREET, BUNGAY, SUFFOLK, NR35 1AH, ENGLAND

To receive a FREE programme plus a 
copy of our latest catalogue (listing 

several thousand different mint 
condition Big Match, League, Scot-
tish, Irish, Foreign and Non-League 
teams programmes etc.) please send 

your name and address to:

or phone 01986 892621 or visit www.footballprogs.co.uk   
      The 2023 Carabao Cup Final

(Man.Utd v Newcastle) £15.50 (inc.p&p)

SUN, MAY 7
Sky Bet League One
All at Noon
Barnsley v Peterborough
Bristol R v Bolton
Burton v MK Dons
Cambridge v Forest Green
Cheltenham v Charlton
Exeter v Morecambe
Fleetwood v Ipswich
Lincoln v Shrewsbury
Oxford v Accrington
Port Vale v Plymouth
Portsmouth v Wycombe
Sheff Wed v Derby

MON, MAY 8
Sky Bet Championship
All at 3pm
Birmingham v Sheff U
Burnley v Cardiff
Huddersfi eld v Reading
Luton v Hull
Middlesbrough v Coventry
Millwall v Blackburn
Norwich v Blackpool
Preston v Sunderland
QPR v Bristol C
Swansea v West Brom
Watford v Stoke
Wigan v Rotherham
Sky Bet League Two
All at 12.30pm
Barrow v Stevenage
Bradford v Leyton Orient
Colchester v Mansfi eld
Grimsby v AFC Wimbledon
Harrogate v Rochdale
Newport v Crewe

Salford v Gillingham
Stockport v Hartlepool
Sutton v Carlisle
Swindon v Crawley
Tranmere v Northampton
Walsall v Doncaster

FRI, MAY 12
8pm unless stated
Sky Bet League One 
Play-Off Semi-Final 
First Leg 
6th v Sheff Wed

SAT, MAY 13
3pm unless stated
Sky Bet League One 
Play-Off Semi-Final 
First Leg 
5th v Barnsley
Sky Bet Championship 
Play-Off Semi-Final 
First Leg 
6th v Luton (5.30)
Sky Bet League Two 
Play-Off Semi-Final 
First Leg 
7th v 4th (7.45)

SUN, MAY 14
12pm unless stated
Sky Bet Championship 
Play-Off Semi-Final 
First Leg 
5th v Middlesbrough
Sky Bet League Two 
Play-Off Semi-Final 
First Leg 
6th v 5th (7)

GLENN 
& GILLS 
AIMING 
HIGH

IN SAFE HANDS:
Glenn Morris has 
had an excellent 
season for the Gills

PICTURE: Alamy

VETERAN goalkeeper 
Glenn Morris is hoping 
that Gillingham’s stunning 
revival in the second half 
of this season can be the 
springboard for a promo-
tion push next term.

The Gills endured a di-
sastrous opening half  of  
the campaign following on 
from relegation last term. 
They were bottom of  the 
table and five points off  
safety after 23 games. In-
credibly, the Kent club only 
scored seven goals in that 
time.

There were fears over 
their EFL future, but a 
remarkable turnaround 
changed the mood at Priest-
field. A takeover by Amer-
ican businessman Brad 
Galinson just before Christ-
mas proved the catalyst 
and manager Neil Harris 
was able to carry out some 
shrewd shopping in the 
January transfer window.

Impressive
Heading into tomorrow’s 

final game at Salford, the 
Gills are 18th in the ta-
ble and a comfortable ten 
points above the drop zone. 
That has come through 
an impressive haul of  38 
points from their last 22 
games.

“We still believed we 
would be okay after the first 
half  of  the season,” said 
Morris, who rejoined the 
Gills in the summer, initial-
ly on loan from Crawley be-
fore making it permanent 
in January, “but we proba-
bly didn’t realise the size of  
the task ahead of  us. 

“We had to have top three 
form to get out of  it. Even 
play-off  form would have 
left us in the relegation 
zone. When you are in-
volved in it, you just get on 
with it. Thankfully, we won 
games and players came in 
and helped us get over the 
line. To have done what 
we’ve done is fantastic.”

If  Gillingham can con-
tinue on their upward 
curve next term, then there 
is reason to believe they 

could mount a promotion 
push. “It would be brilliant 
to do something like that 
with Gillingham,” said the 
39-year-old. “The club has 
had a tough time of  it of  
late and it would be nice for 
everyone.

“There’s a lot of  hard 
work that needs to be done, 
though there’s a feelgood 
factor around the place. If  
we can carry that on and 
have a promotion push, it 
would be fantastic.

“If  we bring in a few 
more players and add to the 
squad as well it will be good 
for everyone. You need com-
petition for places.”

Amid a testing cam-
paign, Morris has been one 
of  Gillingham’s shining 
lights. He’s notched up 15 
clean sheets in 41 appear-
ances and his displays have 
been recognised by Gills 
supporters, who voted him 
their Player of  the Year. 
He has also been rewarded 
with a new contract.

Contract
“It’s always nice when 

the fans vote for you, espe-
cially at the end of  a long, 
tough season,” he said. “I 
was really pleased to get my 
contract sorted, too – it’s 
nice not to have to worry 
about that going into the 
summer. I know I have an-
other season of  football 
next year.”

While some players may 
be tempted to take a com-
plete break over the sum-
mer, Morris won’t be one 
of  them. Having made his 
first senior appearances for 
Leyton Orient more than 
20 years ago, he has all the 
experience in the world and 
knows what he needs to do 
to keep in trim.

“I don’t like to stop for 
too long, I like to keep my 
body moving,” he added. 
“I’ll have a little break and 
then get straight into some 
gym work. I’ll do some run-
ning and swimming to keep 
myself  in shape. It’s worked 
for me the last few years.”

By John Lyons

DAWES OPEN 
FOR NEW ERA

LEAGUE TWO

By Chris Dunlavy

IAN Dawes has 
pledged to bring back 
the pride after being 
named permanent 
boss of  Tranmere.

The 39-year-old 
- who will be assist-
ed by former Rov-
ers midfielder Neil 
Danns - has been 
in interim charge 
since the departure 
of  Micky Mellon in 
March and has won 
two of  his seven 
matches.

“It’s an honour to 
be appointed manag-
er of  Tranmere Rov-
ers,” said Dawes. “I 
want to reassure the 
fans that I personal-
ly hate failure and 
would not have taken 

the job unless I was 
confident of  bringing 
success to the club.

“Every player that 
steps foot onto that 
pitch has to play for 
the badge and make 
the fans and the club 
proud, and this is one 
of  the key messages 
I will be implement-
ing.

“I believe we will 
soon see an improve-
ment and get back to 
having something to 
play for come the end 
of  the season, at the 
positive end of  the 
table!”

English Football 
League... 
we have it covered

Our Columnists

ENGLISH FOOTBALL LEAGUE NUMBERS...

3 million
The number of people the Football Association 
estimate play football throughout the UK

17,605,726 
The cumulative attendance for all three EFL 
divisions in 2021/22

20 million
A total of 20 million fans attended fixtures in  
EFL competitions 2021/22; 9.4m in the 
Championship, 5.6m in League One, 2.8m 
in League Two, 1.4m in the Carabao Cup 
and 257k in the Papa Johns Trophy

News

Results

Interviews

Chris Dunlavy

David Connolly Adam Virgo

Guy Branston

Graham Westley

Chris Hargreaves

Match Reports

Top Columnists



...Print
Standard advert sizes

Advertising opportunities

...Digital
Standard desktop & mobile sizes

STANDARD Desktop & Mobile Specs:

Site WRAP .........................Price on application 
Leaderboard .....................................................£600
Large Leaderboard MPU ..................................£600
MPU ................................................................. £300
140 x 300 .......................................................... £250 
140 x 140 .......................................................... £200

CUSTOMISED

Native/Sponsored posts ..................................... POA
Social .................................................................. POA
Newsletter .................................... £125 per week
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TEAM OF 
THE DAY

Sluga
Luton

Martin
Bristol C

Onyedinma
Luton

Dickie
QPR

Pack
Cardiff

Smith
Stoke

Smallwood
Hull

Lewis-Potter
Hull

Flint
Cardiff

Swift
Reading

Bell
Luton
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Best mate?
Jon Guthrie. He’s 
new to the squad this 
season but he lives 
down the road from 
me so we drive in 
together every day. 
We have a few mutual 
friends – and I know 
his brother, funnily 
enough – so it made 
it easy to pick up a 
common ground and 
hit it off. 

Last to buy dinner?
Paul Lewis. We had 
our fi rst fi nes meeting 
this week and he’s 
the one I’ve had to 
chase the hardest. 
As captain, I’m in 
charge of the 
fi nes and 
after the fi rst 
round-up, 
he was the 
only one 
who hadn’t 
paid up...

Worst dressed?
That’s Josh Flanagan, 
a young lad just up 
from the academy. 
We had a team 
evening recently and 
to say his jeans were 
baggy and fl arey 
would be on the mild 
side – and the lads let 
him know about it!  

Dressing room DJ?
We have a new DJ 
this season, Dylan 
Connolly has taken 
over on the decks. 
Caleb Chukwuemeka 
tried to get involved 
and was quickly 
voted off by a vast 
majority, so Dylan 
has taken over. He’s 
coming out with a 
lot of house and old-
school hip-hop 
– he chucked 
his stuff on 
once, it went 
down well 
and we put 
in a good 
performance, 
so he’s stuck 
to it now.

Always late for 
training?
We’re all pretty good. 
We’ve got a good 
fi nes system in place 
so the lads don’t want 
to be late, otherwise 
they know what’s 
coming.

Teacher’s pet?
Fraser Horsfall. He’s 
always in and around 
everything that’s 
going on, the fi rst one 
to see what the gaffer 
wants and trying to 
implement it. His form 
improved when the 
new manager (Jon 

Brady) came in at 
the back end of last 
season and the lads 
noted a few con-
versations between 
them.

First on the dance-
fl oor?
Mitch Pinnock, hands 
down. He’s got some 
moves, I’ll give him 
that, and he has no 
shame when it comes 
to the dancefl oor. 
Whatever he’s feeling, 
he’ll put it out there 
and whether you 
like it or hate it, he 
doesn’t care. He’s in 
his own world and it’s 

comical.

Most likely 
to disgrace 
themselves 
at the 
Christmas 
party?
Jonny 
Maxted. It 

could be him or Liam 
Roberts, to be fair – 
it’s true what they say 
about goalies being a 
different breed. Jonny 
is a livewire and I can 
imagine him being 
good fun on a night 
out.

Best at FIFA?
I haven’t got a clue. 
I’ve got two young 
kids so I’m miles off it 
now, I can’t remem-
ber the last time I 
picked up a controller. 
Nicke Kabamba likes 
to think he’s the best 
when it comes to any 
game, so I’d probably 
have to say him.
UNO and card games 
are the choice on the 
bus at the moment 

rather than FIFA and 
Call of Duty – 

you can’t beat 
the classics!

Worst tat-
too?
To be 
honest, I 
don’t know. 

I’m sure we’ll get a 
couple of games in 
and I’ll see something 
horrendous but for 
now, I couldn’t tell 
you who’s got what.

Best future 
manager?
Max Dyche, for 
obvious reasons (son 
of Sean). He likes to 
debrief a game and 
he’s obviously got the 
inside track from his 
old man. He hasn’t 
yet got the gravelly 
voice – I think Sean’s 
got that from years of 
shouting at wingers 
and full-backs!

As captain, I’m in comical.

Most likely 
to disgrace 
themselves 
at the 
Christmas 
party?
Jonny 
Maxted. It 

party?
Jonny 
Maxted. It 

Jon Guthrie

school hip-hop 
Call of Duty – 

you can’t beat 
the classics!

Worst tat-
too?
To be To be 
honest, I 
don’t know. 

To be 
honest, I 
don’t know. 

Max Dyche

teamteam
mates
Best mate?

Joseph Mills
Northampton
Town left-back

HULL 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 4 1 3 3LUTON 1 1 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3STOKE 1 1 0 0 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 3BLACKBURN 1 1 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 3BIRMINGHAM 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 3AFC BOURNEMOUTH 1 0 1 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1WEST BROM 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 2 0 1BARNSLEY 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 1BLACKPOOL 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 1BRISTOL CITY 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1CARDIFF 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1DERBY 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1HUDDERSFIELD 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 1MILLWALL 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 1QPR 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1COVENTRY 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0FULHAM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0MIDDLESBROUGH 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0NOTTM FOREST 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0READING 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 3 -1 0SWANSEA 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 -1 0SHEFF UTD 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0PRESTON NORTH END 1 0 0 1 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 -3 0PETERBOROUGH 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 3 -3 0

Gallagher 36
Brereton Diaz 48 
(pen)

Martin 44

Pack 54

Davies 39

Adebayo 30
Cornick 68
Onyedinma 71

Jakobsen 8

Blackburn: Kaminski, Nyambe, Lenihan, Ayala, Pickering, Rothwell, Travis, Buckley (Butterworth 81), Gallagher (Davenport 73), Dolan (Carter 84), Brereton. Subs not used: McBride, Garrett, Magloire, Eastham. Booked: Ayala, Buckley, Pickering, Rothwell.

Bristol City: Bentley, Vyner, Baker, Atkinson, Dasilva, James, King, Weimann, Scott (Williams 77), O’Dowda (K Palmer 13 (Bell 88)), Martin. Subs not used: Simpson, O’Leary, Wells, Kalas. Booked: Baker, Bell.

Cardiff: Phillips, McGuinness, Flint, Nelson, Ng, Pack, Ralls, Bagan (Moore 76), Bacuna (Wintle 65), Giles (Harris 86), Collins. Subs not used: Morrison, Smithies, Colwill, Bowen.

Derby: Roos, Byrne, Stearman, Davies, Forsyth, Bird, Shinnie, Jozwiak (Ebosele  68), Lawrence (Hutchinson 90), Watson (Sibley 53), Kazim-Richards. Subs not used: Allsop, Cashin, Thomp-son, Williams. Booked: Byrne, Sibley, Watson.

Luton: Sluga, Bree, Osho, Naismith, Bell, Campbell, Mpanzu (Lansbury 85), Clark, Cornick (Muskwe 78), Adebayo, Onyedinma (Mendes Gomes 82). Subs not used: Shea, Rea, Kioso, Jerome. Booked: Bree.

Preston North End: Rudd (Iversen 13), Storey, Lind-say, Hughes, Barkhuizen, Ledson, Browne, Whiteman (Johnson 70), Cunningham (van den Berg 46), Evans, Jakobsen (Potts 46). Subs not used: Bauer, Rodwell-Grant, Thomas. Booked: Barkhuizen, Ledson.

Swansea: Benda, Cabango, Bennett, Latibeaudiere, Naughton, Paterson, Grimes, Bidwell, Smith (Dhanda 57), Cullen (Whittaker 87), Lowe. Subs not used: Joseph, B Cooper, O Cooper, McFayden, Defreitas-Hansen. Booked: Cabango, Latibeaudiere.

Blackpool: Maxwell, Connolly, Keogh, Husband, Garbutt, Hamilton (Lavery 80), James, Ward, Anderson, John-Jules (Bowler 73), Yates. Subs not used: Carey, Casey, Ekpiteta, Antwi, Grimshaw.

Barnsley: Collins, Sibbick, Helik, Kitching, Brittain, Styles, Palmer (Benson 63), B Williams (Moon 76), Morris, Woodrow, Frieser (Oduor 72). Subs not used: Walton, J Williams, Halme, Thompson.

Huddersfi eld: Schofi eld, Pearson, Sarr, Colwill, Turton, Hogg, High, Thomas, Ward (Koroma 64), Rhodes (Campbell 63), Holmes (Sinani 90). Subs not used: Vallejo, Brown, Jackson, Roxburgh. Booked: Holmes, Turton.

Peterborough: Pym, Thompson, Kent (Edwards 69), Beevers, Butler, Ward, Knight (Hamilton 62), Grant, Tomlinson (Randall 59), Szmodics, Clarke-Harris. Subs not used: Cornell, Burrows, Jade-Jones, Kanu. Booked: Beevers, Kent, Knight, Szmodics, Ward.

Hull: Ingram, Coyle, Jones, Greaves, Emmanuel, Smallwood, Docherty, Wilks (Smith 80), Moncur (Cannon 90), Lewis-Potter (Scott 90), Magennis (Eaves 89). Subs not used: Bernard, Baxter, Fleming. Booked: Eaves, Lewis-Potter.

Att: 10,260

Att: 17,431

Att: 12,452

Ref: D Webb

Ref: A Davies

Ref: S Martin

Ref: G Eltringham

Ref: L Doughty

Ref: G Ward

Paterson 52

Lavery 90

Sibbick 69

Sarr 45

Lewis-Potter 35
Smallwood 62
Magennis 85

Cannon 90

BLACKBURN 2 SWANSEA 1

BRISTOL CITY 1 BLACKPOOL 1

CARDIFF 1 BARNSLEY 1

DERBY 1 HUDDERSFIELD 1

LUTON 3 PETERBOROUGH 0

PRESTON NORTH END 1 HULL 4

ON TARGET 10
OFF TARGET 11
CORNERS 7
OFFSIDES 0

FOULS 11
YELLOW CARDS 4
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 31

ON TARGET 2
OFF TARGET 9
CORNERS 2
OFFSIDES 5

FOULS 9
YELLOW CARDS 2
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 49

ON TARGET 6
OFF TARGET 4
CORNERS 2
OFFSIDES 6

FOULS 7
YELLOW CARDS 0
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 45

ON TARGET 3
OFF TARGET 8
CORNERS 4
OFFSIDES 2

FOULS 16
YELLOW CARDS 3
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 51

ON TARGET 6
OFF TARGET 6
CORNERS 7
OFFSIDES 2

FOULS 18
YELLOW CARDS 1
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 49

ON TARGET 4
OFF TARGET 3
CORNERS 2
OFFSIDES 1

FOULS 9
YELLOW CARDS 2
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 48

ON TARGET 4
OFF TARGET 3
CORNERS 5
OFFSIDES 0

FOULS 10
YELLOW CARDS 2
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 69

ON TARGET 1
OFF TARGET 6
CORNERS 4
OFFSIDES 2

FOULS 12
YELLOW CARDS 0
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 51

ON TARGET 3
OFF TARGET 7
CORNERS 4
OFFSIDES 4

FOULS 5
YELLOW CARDS 0
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 55

ON TARGET 6
OFF TARGET 11
CORNERS 6
OFFSIDES 1

FOULS 15
YELLOW CARDS 2
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 49

ON TARGET 1
OFF TARGET 3
CORNERS 2
OFFSIDES 1

FOULS 6
YELLOW CARDS 5
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 51

ON TARGET 5
OFF TARGET 11
CORNERS 5
OFFSIDES 5

FOULS 6
YELLOW CARDS 2
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 52

Dickie 31
Powell 25
Brown 28
Surridge 85

Marcondes 12
Billing 52

QPR: Dieng, Dickie, De Wijs, Barbet, Odubajo, Johansen (Thomas 73), Ball, Wallace, Willock, Austin (Dozzell 68), Dykes. Subs not used: Kakay, Archer, Dunne, Bettache, Adomah.

Stoke: Bursik, Smith, Wilmot, Batth, Fox, Tymon (Doughty 78), Vrancic (Thompson 88), Allen, Powell (Clucas 73), Brown, Fletcher (Surridge 73). Subs not used:Davies, Ince, Souttar.

AFC Bournemouth: Travers, Smith, Mepham, Kelly, Zemura, Marcondes, Billing, Kilkenny, Brooks (Saydee 90), Solanke, Anthony. Subs not used: Taylor, Rossi, Glover, Moriah-Welsh, Dennis, Camp. Booked: Mepham.

Millwall: Bialkowski, Ballard, Hutchinson, M Wallace, McNamara, Evans (Mitchell 88), Kieftenbeld, Saville (Leonard 68), Malone, J Wallace, Afobe (Smith 78). Subs not used: Long, Bradshaw, Pearce, Mahoney. Booked: Ballard, Saville, M Wallace.

Reading: Rafael Cabral, Yiadom, Morrison, Moore, McIntyre, Rinomhota, Laurent, Azeez (Holmes 88), Swift (Tetek 77), Bristow, Lucas Joao (Puscas 77). Subs not used: South-wood, Camara. Booked: Laurent, Moore.

West Brom: Button, Kipre, Bartley, O’Shea, Furlong, Livermore, Mowatt, Townsend, Diangana (Phillips 64), Ahearne-Grant (Zohore 87), Rob-inson. Subs not used: Johnstone, Ajayi, Tulloch, Ingram. Booked: Bartley, Livermore, Mowatt.

Att: 9,068

Att: 9,254

Ref: O Langford
Ref: M Donohue

Ref: D Bond

J Wallace 11
Swift 26

Moore 61

O’Shea 33
Robinson 67

QPR 1 MILLWALL 1 STOKE 3 READING 2

SHEFF UTD 0 BIRMINGHAM 1 AFC BOURNEMOUTH 2 WEST BROM 2

ON TARGET 4
OFF TARGET 7
CORNERS 7
OFFSIDES 0

FOULS 9
YELLOW CARDS 0
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 58

ON TARGET 6
OFF TARGET 12
CORNERS 6
OFFSIDES 2

FOULS 15
YELLOW CARDS 0
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 48

ON TARGET 
OFF TARGET 
CORNERS 
OFFSIDES 

FOULS 
YELLOW CARDS 
RED CARDS 
POSSESSION 

ON TARGET 4
OFF TARGET 3
CORNERS 4
OFFSIDES 3

FOULS 11
YELLOW CARDS 1
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 57

ON TARGET 3
OFF TARGET 7
CORNERS 5
OFFSIDES 1

FOULS 17
YELLOW CARDS 3
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 42

ON TARGET 5
OFF TARGET 6
CORNERS 9
OFFSIDES 1

FOULS 7
YELLOW CARDS 2
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 52

ON TARGET 
OFF TARGET 
CORNERS 
OFFSIDES 

FOULS 
YELLOW CARDS 
RED CARDS 
POSSESSION 

ON TARGET 5
OFF TARGET 10
CORNERS 8
OFFSIDES 1

FOULS 13
YELLOW CARDS 3
RED CARDS 0
POSSESSION 43

STANDINGS

1

13

7

19

4

16

10

22

2
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8

20

5

17

11

23

3

15

9

21

6

18

12
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 P W D L F A W D L F A GD Pts

LEADING SCORERS LEAGUE GOALS ONLY

FORM LAST 6 GAMES

PLAYER CLUB TOTAL PLAYER CLUB TOTAL PLAYER CLUB TOTAL

 W D L F A Pts FORM
Coventry 4 1 1 13 5 13 WWWLDWBlackburn 4 1 1 15 8 13 WLWDWWHull 4 1 1 13 7 13 WDWWLWBlackpool 4 1 1 8 2 13 LWWWWDQPR 4 1 1 10 6 13 WWLWWDPreston 4 1 1 9 5 13 DWWWWLCardiff 2 4 0 10 5 10 DDWWDDBirmingham 3 1 2 8 11 10 WWDWLLLuton 2 3 1 8 6 9 DWDDLWSheff Utd 3 0 3 3 7 9 WLLWLWPeterborough 2 2 2 10 10 8 LWDDWLStoke 2 2 2 8 8 8 DLDLWWBarnsley 2 2 2 5 7 8 LWWLDDBournemouth 2 1 3 9 8 7 WWLLLDMiddlesbro 2 1 3 7 10 7 LLWWDLHuddersfi eld 1 3 2 8 10 6 WLLDDDSwansea 1 2 3 7 10 5 DLDWLLMillwall 1 2 3 7 13 5 DLLWLDNottm Forest 0 4 2 3 6 4 DLDDDLReading 0 4 2 8 12 4 DDDLDLDerby 0 2 4 7 13 2 LLLLDDBristol City 0 2 4 7 14 2 DLLLLDWest Brom 0 2 4 7 14 2 DLLLLDFulham 0 2 4 3 11 2 DLLLDL

CARD COUNT
 Y R  Y RJ Livermore  West Brom 1 0

J Laurent  Reading 1 0
K Lewis-Potter  Hull 1 0
T Eaves  Hull 1 0
T Barkhuizen  Preston North End 1 0

B Cabango  Swansea 1 0
M Beevers  Peterborough 1 0
C Mepham  AFC Bournemouth 1 0
A Mowatt  West Brom 1 0
J Knight  Peterborough 1 0

O’SHEA WEST BROM 1PATERSON SWANSEA 1BILLING AFC BOURNEMOUTH 1ADEBAYO LUTON 1CANNON HULL 1

LEWIS-POTTER HULL 1SWIFT READING 1MARCONDES AFC BOURNEMOUTH 1DAVIES DERBY 1CORNICK LUTON 1

ONYEDINMA LUTON 1LAVERY BLACKPOOL 1GALLAGHER BLACKBURN 1SARR HUDDERSFIELD 1BRERETON DIAZ BLACKBURN 1

FotMob is the essential app for matchday   FotMob is the essential app for matchday   

CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS

TOP BOSS
Grant McCann Hull

ALL OVER: Luton’s Fred Onyedinma celebrates
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Non League Day 
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GIVE ME A LIFT:
Derby County’s Ravel 
Morrison, left, 
celebrates scoring 
his second against 
Barnsley with skipper 
Tom Lawrence

PICTURE: Alamy

GIVE ME A LIFT:
Derby County’s Ravel 
Morrison, left, 
celebrates scoring 
his second against 
Barnsley with skipper 
Tom Lawrence

PICTURE: Alamy
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Derby County’s Ravel 
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10-MAN MK 
KO MILLERS

HOWSON: BORO
LIFE IS GREAT

MCCLEARY’S FAITH 
IN CHAIRBOYS

By John Lyons

RAVEL Morrison breathed fresh life 
into Derby County’s Championship 
survival fi ght with a crucial double 
to beat Barnsley – and earned the 
acclaim of assistant manager Liam 
Rosenior.

The victory moved the Rams to 
within five points of  fourth-bottom 
Reading.

Of  the former Manchester United 
starlet, Rosenior said: “In terms of  
his energy and pressing that makes 
you just as happy as the moments of  
quality he brings – he was absolute-
ly outstanding.”

Leaders Fulham extended their 
lead to 11 points with a solid 2-0 
home success against Blackburn.

TOP DOGS: Fulham’s Harry Wilson 
and Aleksandar Mitrovic celebrate

SUPER
RAVEL 

REVIVES 
RAMS

Morrison at the double 
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I
’LL be honest with you – I 

didn’t think I’d ever be 

lacing up my walking 

boots again. 
However, the chance 

to take on one more 

challenge in support of  

Prostate Cancer UK and also 

pay tribute to broadcaster and 

Wycombe Wanderers fan Bill 

Turnbull was too much to resist.

It’s why I’ll be walking from 

Wembley to Wycombe’s Adams 

Park on Sunday, September 17 – 

and I’d love you to join me. 

I’ve previously done ten 

marathons from Hartlepool to 

Wembley and 15 from Exeter to 

Newcastle, among others, so at 

least I’ve just got one to do 

this time!
Since we officially 

launched the new charity 

fundraiser at Wycombe 

Wanderers on Monday, 

people have been asking 

me if  I’m looking forward 

to it. The answer is: no, not 

at all!
I thought I was 33 mara-

thons and out. Since my last 

one in 2021, my body size 

has increased significantly 

and my knees are worse. I’m 

not lying when I say 

I’m a bit apprehensive, 

but it’s all in the mind 

– at least I’m hoping 

that’s the case!
Most people are 

capable of  walking 26 

miles so when your 

feet start to ache and 

body starts to chafe, 

you have to win the 

mental battle and 

keep going.
I believe the walk 

is a fraction over the 

marathon distance, 

but what could be a bigger 

concern is the hills around 

Wycombe that people have been 

telling me about. 
I haven’t noticed them before 

because I’ve been in the car, but 

the good thing is that by the time 

I get to High Wycombe I’ll feel 

as though the finishing line is in 

sight and that’s a big motivation.

A few years ago, the finish 

line of  one of  the walks was at 

Forest Green Rovers. It was like 

the Matterhorn leading up to the 

ground so at least nothing can 

beat that!
I’ve been told the walks I’ve 

done have helped raise around 

£1.4m for Prostate Cancer UK 

This will be my 34th walk for 

Prostate Cancer UK, a brilliant 

charity who do so much to help 

men and their loved ones affect-

ed by this disease.
By taking part, people can 

help their quest to raise crucial 

funds to save and improve the 

lives of  men affected by prostate 

cancer through funding re-

search and supporting men and 

their families.
I’m sure any temporary pain 

on the walk will be worth it. Now 

where did I leave those boots?

� You can sign up to join Jeff  

Stelling’s Football March and 

raise crucial funds for Prostate 

Cancer UK at prostatecanceruk.

org/jeffsmarch

followed, me with Hartlepool 

and Bill with Wycombe.

His support for not just Pros-

tate Cancer UK but for everyone 

affected by this awful disease 

was incredible. Those people he 

touched with his story, and those 

lives he saved by going public, 

that’s the legacy he leaves.

Legacy
Sadly for Bill, he was diag-

nosed too late. His subsequent 

mission was to inform men and 

their families about this disease 

and ensure others don’t go 

through what he and his family 

did. Walking to Wycombe in 

memory of  him is the perfect 

way to continue his legacy. 

aware of  and early 

detection can make 

a big difference.
When I started supporting 

Prostate Cancer UK, the first 

person I needed to make aware 

was myself. What I was told, 

going into research labs, hearing 

about people who got it – it gave 

me an insight into what it’s real-

ly like. Of  course, it’s nice we can 

do this latest march in honour 

of  Bill, whose life was cruelly 

cut short by prostate cancer.

Although our paths crossed 

fleetingly, we shared so many 

similar values and we trod simi-

lar paths in our careers. We also 

embraced true underdog spirit 

in the teams we passionately 

which is something I’m really 

proud of. I don’t take any credit, 

though – I’m just the flag-waver 

at the front.
When I did the first one, the 

fundraising was a side issue. It 

was more about raising aware-

ness of  prostate cancer, which 

is the most common cancer in 

men.

Statistics
The statistics tell their own 

story – one in eight men will be 

diagnosed with prostate cancer 

in their lifetime and this rises 

to one in four for black men, so 

it’s something we should all be 

I’m getting my boots 
on - and you can, too IT TOOK my beloved 

Hartlepool United four 

years to get out of the 

National League so 

you can understand 

why I’m reluctant to 

go back.
To be honest, it’s 

been another of those 

‘don’t watch but don’t 

look away’ seasons 

for us in League Two.

Heading into the 

weekend we were 

third bottom, but had 

played a couple more 

games than the team 

directly below us, 

Crawley.
It looks as if it will 

go right to the wire, 

but if after eight 

or nine games this 

season you had said 

to Hartlepool fans 

that we would have a 

chance of staying in 

the Football League in 

the run-in, most would 

have taken it.
We started so horrif-

ically and looked to 

have a poor squad, 

so it was hard to see 

where the wins would 

come from. To still be 

in the mix is some-

thing of an achieve-

ment, but I just hope it 

doesn’t go to the last 

game.
We’re away to 

Stockport and that’s 

Dave Challinor 
country. Dave took us 

back into the Football 

League a couple of 

years ago and I love 

him and his family, but 

I don’t want to have to 

rely on a favour from 

DC to keep us in the 

EFL. His focus will 

purely be on getting 

Stockport up.
I’m president and a 

minority shareholder 

at Pools and even 

though we made some 

good memories in the 

National League be-

fore, I don’t want to go 

back – it’s such a hard 

division to get out of. 

Even if both Wrex-

ham and Notts County 

go up this season, 

you’d still have clubs 

like Chesterfi eld, 

Southend – if they can 

sort out their fi nancial 

issues – and Bromley 

to contend with.
There are no guar-

antees you’ll come 

back. If the worst 

comes to the worst 

and we go down, at 

least we’ll still have a 

club to support – and 

we’ll also have a good 

idea of what’s in store.

PRAYING 
POOLS BID 
DOESN’T
GO RIGHT 
TO WIRE...

Stelling
SOCCER SATURDAY ANCHORMANJeff Prostate Cancer UK is a registered charity in 

England and Wales (1005541) and in Scotland 

(SC039332). Registered company 02653887

WHAT A RELIEF:
Jeff Stelling fi nishes
one of his previous 
charity walks and, 
Inset, launching 
his new march with 
Wycombe Wanderers 
boss Matt Bloomfi eld 

but what could be a bigger 

aware of  and early 

detection can make 

Wembley to 
Wycombe

Sunday  
17 Sept

2023
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