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CHRIS Woakes is 
con� dent he and 
his team-mates 
will savour sweet 
success in Leeds to-
day and get them-
selves right back in 
the Ashes hunt.

Zak Crawley (9) and Ben 
Duckett (18) will resume 
on 27-0 hell-bent on giving 
Australia’s bowlers the 
runaround and helping En-
gland triumph in the cru-
cial Third Test.

The openers showed real 
desire and confidence to 
battle through a tough 25 
minutes in the Headingley 
evening sunshine. They 

made an explosive start 
to England’s chase for the 
251 runs needed to pull off  
what would be a remark-
able victory and leave their 
country 2-1 behind in the 
series.

Ben Stokes’ men are in 
pole position after a se-
verely rain-affected third 
day ended with a dramatic 
and exciting final couple of  
hours play which saw Aus-
tralia bowled out for 224 
and then England’s bats-
men stand firm.

Woakes inspired an En-
gland fightback by taking 
3-68 and the veteran seamer 
insisted: “The lads did well 
to come through a tricky 
period this evening and 

Woakes puts 
England back 
in Ashes hunt 
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BEFORE we get into 
what’s to come, 
let’s rewind to 
2019, to the last 
time the urn wound 
up on these shores, 
to when Steve 
Smith and Ellyse 

Perry were immov-
able and Ben Stokes 
went stratospheric.

For all of  Stokes' her-
oism and Jofra’s thun-
der, the men’s Ashes 
series was a slog at 
times, English minds 
and limbs exhausted 
after the exhilaration 

of  their World Cup vic-
tory just a couple of  
weeks before that first 
Test at Edgbaston. 

For four years, that 
win was everything, 
to turn the nadir of  a 
group-stage exit in 2015 
into a transformative 
win on home soil. 

After that, an Ashes 
win would’ve simply 
been a spectacular bo-
nus. Instead, the visi-
tors retained the urn 
but drew the series 2-2. 

For both sides, 
something was miss-
ing. For England, the 
perfect summer. For 

Australia, a clearly 
defined victory. It was 
an afterparty with an 
unsatisfactory ending.

This time round, 
the old contest is the
show, with England’s 
white-ball calendar 
shunted to the final 
days of  the summer. 

From June until 
the end of  July, there 
will be a clash of  
styles across five Test 
matches: England will 
stick to their philos-
ophy of  fearlessness; 
Australia will growl 
and respond by wed-
ding themselves to 

that thing they always 
do – of  being entirely 
ruthless. The hope is 
that the series rivals 
the exploits of  2005.

It is a big ask. But 
this series, with these 
players, provides such 
hope. 

Continued on P3

By Taha Hashim

Ahead of a bumper 
summer of Ashes 

action, we’re back!

Derek Pringle:Derek Pringle:
Bazball in the shires 
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OPINION

I
t was always going to finish 
with Stuart Broad. Those crick-
eting gods…

There I was thinking I’d had 
a decent farewell at Kent last 

year, winning a trophy in my last 
game for the club. And then Broady 
writes a script like that at The Oval 
last week. He hit his last ball in 
cricket for six – and it was off  his 
chest against the bouncer that he 
has struggled with since  
he was hit in the latter part of  his 
career, bowled by one of  the quick-
est bowlers in the world in  
Mitchell Starc. 

He took a wicket with the last 
ball he bowled, a Broad classic from 
around the wicket to the left-hander, 

swinging away to take the edge. 
Nobody’s better at bowling around 
the wicket to left-handers, pitch-
ing on off  stump and drawing the 
batter in.

And in between there was that 
bail switch. I’ve seen keepers and 
slips do that to get under the skin 
of  the batter, but I’ve never seen a 
bowler do it twice in a match and 
a wicket immediately falls. He did 
it in the first innings to Marnus 
Labuschagne, who was dismissed 
by Mark Wood the very next ball. 
Knowing Marnus to be crick-
et-nutty, I can well imagine that he 
wouldn’t have liked Stuart flipping 
the bails one little bit.

Stuart was just emerging at 

Leicestershire when I was at the 
club in the early 2000s. We didn’t 
play a first-team game together 
but I was his captain in a Second 
XI game in 2004 against Northants 
at Milton Keynes when he was a 
17-year-old. He bowled the quickest 
spell I’ve ever seen from someone 
that young, with the ball flying over 
the shoulder of  the bat. 

One thing that impressed me is 
that, about two balls into his spell, 
he asked me if  he could bowl a 
bouncer and I didn’t stop him: he 
produced a really sharp one as well. 
That was typical of  Stuart – he was 
always full of  ideas and thinking 
about how he wanted to bowl.

You just knew that this kid was 

special. There was something in the 
way he went about it, like a senior 
bowler in a young man’s body. You 
could see it in his eyes: he knew 
what he wanted to do and where 
he wanted to go, and nothing was 
going to stop him.

Those sort of  talents don’t come 
around often but you can normally 
see it when they do. I remember 
thinking the same thing when I 
came across a young Alastair Cook 
at Grace Road. Ian Bell was another 
one. And Jimmy Anderson of  
course. These guys figure out the 
game from a young age. 

I’m not going to lie though: I 
didn’t think he’d go on to take 604 
Test wickets!

When I first came across Stuart 
he was this scrawny kid with not 
an ounce of  fat on him, an opening 
batter who bowled a bit for Oakham 
School, and not yet particularly tall. 
That would soon change.

Initially he had a side-on action 
and bowl away-swingers. But I 
think he looked at some of  the 
great fast bowlers of  the game, in 
particular his idol Glenn McGrath, 
who would run the ball back into 
the right-hander and constantly ask 
questions in that corridor of  uncer-
tainty, only occasionally moving the 
ball away. Whereas when you are 
just bowling out-swingers the batter 
can often leave the ball. And if  you 
look at Stuart’s action over the 
last decade or so, it’s become more 
open-chested, with the ball running 
back towards the stumps and occa-
sionally holding its line, constantly 
threatening the batter. 

Broady was desperate to learn 
and at Leicester he had some skilful 
and experienced bowers to feed off  
such as Phil DeFreitas, Devon Mal-
colm, Ottis Gibson. Stuart would 
have been a sponge to all their 
advice and ideas.

The other thing about Stuart was, 
of  course, his sudden growth spurt. 
I left Leicestershire in 2004, before 
he had even made his first-class 
debut, and came up against him 
for Kent the following year in a 
45-over game at Grace Road, which 
was Stuart’s List A debut. I went 
up to him to give him a hug and in 
that moment I realised how much 
he’d grown. I was suddenly looking 
miles up to him!

It’s amazing to think that at 
the beginning of  2005 he hadn’t 
played any first-team cricket, but 
by 2007 he was an England player 
in all three formats of  the game. 

But when you get someone of  that 
physical stature who is regularly 
bowling mid-80s, with the odd 
quicker spell thrown in, it’s not a 
big surprise that they rise up the 
ranks so quickly.

He made a real impression in the 
2006 Twenty20 Cup, going for only 
4.5 runs an over and being a key 
member of  the Leicestershire side 
which won the competition that 
year. He was brilliant against us 
(Kent) in the quarter-finals at Grace 
Road, dismissing our top three – 
including me, caught at point by 
David Masters – and going for just 
13 runs in his four overs. 

Thankfully it was the only time 
he ever got me! Although to be fair 
I hardly saw him on the cricket 
field after that: there was a 40-over 
game at Canterbury in 2006 (when I 
dismissed my good pal Paul Nixon – 
sorry Nico, had to get that in!) and a 
tight Championship match at Trent 
Bridge two years later, by which 
time Broady had joined Notts. And 
since 2008: nothing!

I’ve kept in touch a bit, and 
we’ve played the odd round of  golf  
together. He and former cricketer 
Harry Gurney own the Tap & Run 
village pub in Upper Broughton, 
and it recently reopened after it 
was damaged in a fire last year. So 
I pop in there for a beer from time 
to time. I’ve seen Harry in there 
but never Stuart. Hopefully that’ll 
change now that he’s hung up his 
bowling boots.

The beginning: Stuart Broad 
pictured in 2005, the year he 
made his first-class debut

First fairy tale: 
Stuart Broad 

dismisses Kent’s 
Rob Key in the 

quarter-final of the 
2006 T20 Cup which 

Leicestershire  
went on to win

PICTURES: Alamy

DARREN STEVENS
HE WAS JUST A SCRAWNY 
KID, BUT YOU KNEW HE 
WAS SOMETHING PECIAL
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INTERVIEWS

THE ENCOURAGING 
form of Yorkshire’s 
left-handed opener, 
Finlay Bean, who has 
scored three Champi-
onship hundreds so 
far this summer, has 
helped lift the doom 
and gloom at Heading-
ley this summer. 

Impressive and mature 
centuries against Leicester-
shire (118), Gloucestershire 
(114) and most recently 135 
at New Road, Worcester, 
have substantially built on 
the promise the 21-year-old 
showed in June last year 
when he created headlines 
around the world by scor-
ing a barely credible 441 for 
Yorkshire seconds against 
Nottinghamshire II.

Born in Harrogate and 
forged at York Cricket Club 
of  the Yorkshire Premier 
League North, Bean batted 
for almost 12 hours, strik-
ing 52 fours and three six-

es, as he comfortably beat 
the previous Second XI 
record held by England’s  
current batting coach, 
Marcus Trescothick, who 
scored 322 for Somerset  
in 1997.

Bean’s personal triumph 
at Worcester arrived just 
before it was announced 
that he had received a new 
two-year contract, with the 
rookie batter upgraded to a 
senior professional.

“Last year, I had a lot 
of  scores between 50 and 
100 whereas this season so 
far, it’s been about mak-
ing it count and going on  
and getting big hundreds,” 
he says, just as Harry Brook 
continues his rapid rise 
from the same pathway.

“At Worcester, I was disap-
pointed to get out when I did 
because I left a few runs out 
there, so giving it away is al-
ways disappointing.

“During last winter, I 
worked hard on my red-ball 
game so that I had the best 
chance of  getting into the 

Championship side, and now 
my ambition is to try to keep 
scoring hundreds.

“To get my new contract 
is brilliant. I left the profes-
sional game during Covid 
and it was in doubt wheth-
er I’d get a crack at the pro-
game again, but I scored well 
for York and Yorkshire invit-
ed me back last year.

“I’ve always had self-be-
lief, so it’s nice that you’re 
being backed by the club 
and coaches. Looking 
ahead, playing Test cricket 
is the pinnacle of  the game 
and I absolutely want to  
get there.”

His Yorkshire opening 
partner, Adam Lyth, 35, did 
reach that goal, playing 
Tests against New Zealand 
and Australia in 2015.

Scoring more than 20,000 
runs in all formats since 
his Yorkshire debut in 2006, 
Lyth is vastly experienced 
and perfectly placed to ex-
press an opinion on Bean’s 
contributions.

“Finlay worked a lot on 

things during the winter, 
he’s improved and now play-
ing with much confidence,” 
says Lyth. “He’s a great lad 
to be around, fun in the mid-
dle and he’s the sort of  per-
son you want to do well.

“He and I are different 
players, but we comple-
ment each other. Finlay 
leaves the ball well and  
lets the ball come to him. 
What I’ve noticed is that 
when he gets into the thir-
ties and forties he’s got abili-
ty to get a hundred and that’s 
the sign of  a good player.

“Everyone is pleased 
for him. Finlay got a hun-
dred in the first Champion-
ship match [of  the season] 
against Leicestershire and 
has never looked back since. 
He has made a very good 
start to his career.”

No one is getting  
carried away by Bean’s 
success, but his undoubted 
talent has been recognised.  
Given his method and  
work ethic, his future  
looks highly promising.

There’s some-Fin special
about Yorks ace
By Guy Williams

SAM COOK’S stock 
has risen rampant-
ly over the last few 
years. The Essex 
seamer has been a 
fixture in the last 
two England Lions 
series, away in 
Sri Lanka over the 
winter and at home 
against South Afri-
ca the summer pri-
or, playing both 50-
over matches and 
unofficial Tests. 

He also had a fantastic 
season in The Hundred 
in 2022 – his 11 wickets 
included best figures of  
4-18 in a Player-of-the-
Match display in the fi-
nal, leading Trent Rock-
ets to the title. 

This season, Cook took 
16 T20 Blast wickets as 
Essex reached the final 
and his fantastic white-
ball form has seen him 
rewarded with an SA20 
contract with Joburg 
Super Kings for the next 
edition.

With Cook also among 

the wickets in the Coun-
ty Championship, it’s 
of  little surprise that he 
doesn’t see his star shin-
ing any brighter from one 
format to the next. 

“I give both of  them 
equal attention,” he tells 
TCP. “I’ve got aspirations 
to play at the top level in 
both red- and white-ball, 
so I’m trying to just make 
myself  the best cricketer 
whether it’s first-class, 
T20, whatever it might be, 
I’m completely focused on 
trying to improve in both 
areas of  the game and 
from my point of  view 
I don’t hold one higher 
than the other.”

That he’s played two 
formats for the Lions of  
late suggests he’s held in 
high esteem by those in 
positions of  power, and 
it’s hard to look past that 
translating to full En-
gland opportunities at 
some point: Cook wants 
it to be no secret that’s 
the goal he’s chasing.

“I’m trying to put my 
name in the hat, obvi-
ously getting that Lions 
recognition in the 50-over 
stuff  last summer and 

this winter I think proves 
that I’m in contention,” 
he says. “I’m desperate 
to play for England what-
ever the format is, if  it’s 
50-over, Test match, T20, 
whatever it might be, I’m 
trying to break into that 
side and hopefully the 
opportunity does come 
along in the near future.”

The SA20 could be the 
final stepping stone he 
needs in order to hop out 
of  county cricket’s wa-
ters and onto the shores 
of  international cricket, 
and the Essex man is 
well aware that experi-
ence could be invaluable 
on his quest.

“First and foremost , 
I’m looking at playing 
franchise with interna-
tional cricketers and 
having that interest from 
overseas. For an England 
place, that does warrant 
some recognition. 

“But also from an ex-
perience point of  view, 
playing out somewhere 
that I’ve not played be-
fore, having aspirations 
for England, you’re go-
ing to play not just at 
home but away, so get-

ting to experience play-
ing in South Africa is 
something that I’m very 
excited to do.

“It’s the all-round 
package of  trying to 
improve my game, play-
ing with top-level play-
ers in an environment 
that’s slightly different 
and trying to learn a bit 
about playing over there.

“I’m fairly well-trav-
elled now in the cricket 
world but South Africa 
is one that I’m yet to tick 
off  the list, so one that 
I’m really excited to get 
my teeth into.

“Last year it looked 
a brilliant tournament 
to be part of, the crowds 
looked amazing. I think 
the grounds were incred-
ible, it’s an incredible 
place, South Africa, and 
obviously the standard 
was extremely high. I’m 
just going to go out there 
and try and take as many 
wickets as I can.”

It’s a simple objective 
for Cook, and if  it goes 
right for him in a fran-
chise league, what fol-
lows could be a blossom-
ing international career.

Franchise fun 
appeals to Sam

International 
ambitions: 

Sam Cook 
playing for 

England Lions
PICTURES: Alamy

By Ciaran McCarthy

The first of  
many: Bean 

celebrates 
his first 

Championship 
hundred of  
the season

PICTURES: Alamy
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PENRITH versus St Annes was 
the only fixture to survive the 
rain in the Northern League as 
the two sides managed to get 
in a full day’s play in Cumbria. 

St Annes took the spoils, coming 
out victors by 53 runs after posting 
213-9 and restricting the hosts to 160 
all out.

A fine 83 from opening batter Yo-
han De Silva was the main contri-
bution for St Annes, the Sri Lankan 

first-class player hitting six fours and 
a six in a measured knock from 132 
balls. Samuel Hall took 4-53 from 10 
overs for Penrith, including the big 
wicket of  De Silva.

In reply, Alec McGloughlin bagged 
5-23 for St Annes as Penrith lost wick-
ets at regular enough intervals to nev-
er quite be in the chase.

Captain Greg Cameron top scored 
with 37 while the tenth wicket pairing 
of  James Ellis (22) and Finlay Hans-
ford (9no) frustrated St Annes as they 
put on 34 for the final wicket.

Cropston 14 5 6 0 3 17 27 0 193

Newton Linford 14 4 6 0 4 17 25 0 174

Syston Town 14 1 8 0 5 35 31 0 131

Kegworth Town 14 1 12 0 1 25 34 0 92

August 5: Cropston v Loughborough Town, Kibworth v 

Oakham, Leicester Ivanhoe v Rothley Park, Newtown 

Linford v Barrow Town, Sileby Town v Kegworth 

Town, Syston Town v Langtons

 

 LINCOLNSHIRE
Bracebridge Heath v Grantham - match abandoned

Grimsby Town v Market Deeping - match aban-

doned 

Nettleham v Woodhall Spa - match abandoned

Scunthorpe Town v Bourne - match abandoned

Spalding v Sleaford - match abandoned

 HOW THEY STAND

 P W L D A Bt Bl Pen Pts

Lindum 12 9 0 0 3 0 46 0 205

Sleaford 13 8 4 0 1 17 46 0 191

Grantham 13 7 3 0 3 12 47 3 185

Bourne 13 7 3 0 2 11 42 0 182

Market Deeping 13 7 3 0 3 7 38 0 174

Grimsby Town 12 6 5 0 1 12 38 0 148

Spalding 13 4 6 0 3 11 29 0 124

S’thorpe Town 12 3 6 0 3 10 27 0 106

B’bridge Heath 13 2 7 0 4 18 25 0 105

Woodhall Spa 13 2 9 0 2 26 33 0 105

Nettleham 13 1 10 0 2 21 29 0 81

August 5: Bracebridge Heath v Nettleham, Lindum v 

Market Deeping, Scunthorpe Town v Grimsby Town, 

Sleaford v Bourne, Woodhall Spa v Spalding 

 

 LIVERPOOL & DISTRICT
Leigh v Colwyn Bay - match abandoned

Ormskirk v Formby - match abandoned

Rainford v Orrell Red Triangle - match abandoned

Rainhill v Southport and Birkdale - match abandoned

Wallasey v Northern 68-7 - match abandoned

Wigan v New Brighton - match abandoned

 HOW THEY STAND

 P W D L A Bt Bl Pen Pts

Ormskirk  14 9 0 2 2 22 16 0 233

Northern 14 7 3 2 2 34 22 0 206

Leigh 14 6 2 4 2 33 33 0 196

Formby 14 6 3 3 2 28 32 1 189

S’port & Birkdale 14 5 1 5 3 27 26 0 168

Wigan 14 5 0 6 3 17 25 0 157

Rainhill 14 4 2 5 3 19 25 0 140

Wallasey 14 4 2 6 2 20 29 0 139

Rainford 14 4 3 3 3 20 19 0 139

Orrell Red T’angle 14 4 3 5 2 22 22 0 134

Colwyn Bay 14 2 3 6 3 25 9 0 109

New Brighton 14 1 10 1 2 22 25 0 77

August 5: Brondesbury v Stanmore, Crouch End v 

Twickenham, Hampstead v North Middlesex, Shep-

herds Bush v Ealing, Teddington v Finchley

 
YWAI
 MIDDLESEX
Crouch End v Brondesbury 116-2 - match aban-

doned

Finchley 104-1 (J Attenborough 73*)  v  North Mid-

dlesex - match abandoned

Hampstead 103-0 v Stanmore - match abandoned

Shepherds Bush v Twickenham 121-4 - match 

abandoned

Teddington v Ealing 77-2 - match abandoned

 HOW THEY STAND

 P W L D C A T Pen Pts

North MIdd’x 12 5 2 0 3 2 0 0 67

Brondesbury 12 5 4 1 1 1 0 0 66

Ealing 12 5 3 1 1 2 0 0 63

Teddington 12 5 4 1 1 1 0 0 63

Stanmore 12 4 4 0 2 2 0 0 58

Shep’ds Bush 12 4 3 2 2 1 0 0 57

LANCASHIRE
Clitheroe v Burnley - match abandoned

Littleborough v Norden - match abandoned

Lowerhouse v Enfield - match abandoned

Rochdale v Ramsbottom - match abandoned

Todmorden v Walsden - match abandoned  

 HOW THEY STAND

 P W L D A Bt Bl Pen Pts

Lowerhouse 15 9 3 0 3 5 8 0 117

Todmorden 15 7 4 0 4 6 19 0 115

Darwen 15 7 4 0 4 6 18 0 114

Burnley 15 7 3 0 5 0 15 0 110

Clitheroe 15 5 5 0 5 9 19 0 103

Littleborough 15 6 4 0 5 9 8 0 102

Norden 15 5 5 0 5 7 13 0 95

Rochdale 15 4 5 0 6 0 11 0 81

Enfield 15 3 6 0 6 4 6 0 70

Haslingden 15 3 6 0 6 0 8 0 68

Walsden 15 3 6 0 6 4 14 17 61

Ramsbottom 15 1 9 0 5 4 5 0 44

August 6: Burnley v Ramsbottom, Clitheroe v Walsden, 

Darwen v Lowerhouse, Littleborough v Haslingden, 

Rochdale v Norden, Todmorden v Enfield 

 

 LEICESTERSHIRE
Cropston v Kegworth Town - match abandoned

Kibworth v Barrow Town - match abandoned

Leicester Ivanhoe v Newtown Linford - match 

abandoned

Loughborough Town v Langtons - match abandoned

Sileby Town v Rothley Park - match abandoned

Syston Town v Oakham - match abandoned

 HOW THEY STAND

 P W L D A Bt Bl Pen Pts

Rothley Park 14 9 3 0 2 16 15 0 272

Kibworth 14 9 3 0 2 16 11 0 268

L’borough Town 14 8 4 0 2 16 15 0 247

Barrow Town 14 7 5 0 2 23 26 0 240

Oakham 14 7 2 0 5 1 9 0 225

Sileby Town 14 6 5 0 3 17 24 0 215

Langtons 14 6 7 0 1 22 24 0 204

Leicester Ivanhoe 14 5 7 0 2 32 25 0 198

 HERTFORDSHIRE
Hertford 143-3 v Radlett - match abandoned

Old Owens 82-4 v Harpenden - match abandoned

Potters Bar v North Mymms 117-2 (Z Kureshi 58*) - 

match abandoned

Totteridge Millhillians v Bishop’s Stortford 92-6 - 

match abandoned

Welwyn Garden City 124-0 (F Homyoon 64*) v West 

Herts - match abandoned 

 HOW THEY STAND

 P W L D NR Bt Bl Pen Pts

Potters Bar 12 5 2 3 2 25 19 0 217

Harpenden 12 5 4 1 2 21 23 0 215

Radlett 12 6 2 0 4 1 9 5 210

West Herts 12 5 3 1 2 16 15 0 188

Hertford 12 4 4 1 3 14 13 0 177

T’dge Millhillians 12 4 4 1 3 20 16 0 177

Bishop’s Stortford 12 4 5 0 3 18 19 0 177

North Mymms 12 3 4 2 3 22 26 0 165

Old Owens 12 3 5 1 3 18 20 0 159

Welwyn G’den City 12 1 7 1 3 31 23 0 111

August 5: Hertford v Bishop’s Stortford, North Mymms 

v Radlett, Old Owens v Welwyn Garden City, Potters 

Bar v Harpenden, Totteridge Millhillians v West Herts

 

HOME COUNTIES
Aston Rowant 49-2 v Henley - match abandoned

Datchet 68-3 v Banbury - match abandoned

Finchampstead 46-0 v High Wycombe - match 

abandoned

Harefield 48-1 v Wargrave - match abandoned

Wokingham v Slough - match abandoned

 HOW THEY STAND

 P W L D NR Bt Bl Pen Pts

High Wycombe 12 6 0 4 2 14 28 0 198

Wargrave 12 6 3 1 2 8 29 25 169

Banbury 12 5 3 0 4 7 15 0 165

Henley 12 4 3 2 3 15 24 0 156

Datchet 12 4 4 2 3 21 33 1 154

Aston Rowant 12 4 4 0 4 9 22 1 148

Wokingham 12 4 3 2 3 15 23 3 147

Finchampstead 12 2 5 3 2 17 38 1 127

Harefield 12 1 6 3 2 24 49 1 120

Slough 2 2 7 1 2 16 31 0 109

August 5: Aston Rowant v Harefield, Datchet v Slough, 

Finchampstead v Henley, High Wycombe v Banbury, 

Wokingham v Wargrave

  

 KENT
Hayes v Tunbridge Wells 107-1 (C Williams 57) - 

match abandoned

Holmesdale v Blackheath - match abandoned

Lordswood v Sandwich Town - match abandoned

Minster (Sheppey) v Bexley 109-4 - match aban-

doned

Sevenoaks Vine 57-2 v St Lawrence and Highland 

Court - match abandoned

 HOW THEY STAND

 P W L D NR Bt Bl Pen Pts 

Bexley 12 8 2 0 2 4 4 0 170

Lordswood 12 7 3 0 2 11 6 0 161

Tunbridge Wells 12 6 4 0 2 16 11 0 153

St Lawrence & H 12 6 4 0 2 11 9 0 146

Minster 12 5 5 0 2 19 15 0 142

Hayes 12 5 5 0 2 19 15 0 123

Blackheath 12 3 7 0 2 22 24 0 118

Sandwich Town 12 5 6 0 1 7 13 1 118

Holmesdale 12 4 7 0 1 12 16 0 109

Sevenoaks Vine 12 3 7 0 2 19 17 0 108

August 5: Hayes v Bexley, Holmesdale v Minster 

(Sheppey), Lordswood v St Lawrence & Highland Court, 

Sevenoaks Vine v Sandwich Town, Tunbridge Wells v 

Blackheath

  
 

Farnley fail to 
make it three 
from three after 
bowl out loss
NEW Farnley were denied the op-
portunity to become just the second 
side in Bradford League history 
to win the Priestley Cup knockout 
competition three years in a row 
after they lost to league leaders 
Woodlands in a bowl out. 

The hero for Woodlands was 
skipper Brad Schmulian who hit 
the stumps with the first ball of  the 
contest, ultimately turning out to  
be the only player to successfully  
hit the target as the following nine 
all missed. 

Woodlands will face Bradford & 
Bingley at Pudsey Congs’ Britannia 
Ground on August 13, a repeat  
of  the 2003 final which was won  
by Bingley.

The Albert Terrace side have 
enjoyed an incredibly dominant sea-
son so far and are currently in the 
running for five titles: the Bradford 
Premier League, the Priestley Cup, 
the Gordon Rigg T20 Group A Cup, 
the Area Final of  the ECB Club T20 
Cup, and the Heavy Woolen Cup.

They maintained their 30-point 
lead over New Farnley in the league 
after the entirety of  the Bradford 
League’s Premier Division fixtures 
were washed out last weekend.

ADAM HOPKINS

Rolling back the years: Liam Banks, pictured here in his 
Warwickshire days, was the star with bat and ball for Hem 
Heath in their 10-wicket win over Moddershall & Oulton

Yohan’s the
man as Anne
beat Penrith
and weather
By Adam Hopkins

for just 22 to win their match by  
128 runs.

Matt Coxon (6-14) and Ben 
Cotton (4-8) were too much for 
Elworth to handle as the home 
side were dismissed inside  
15 overs. 

Earlier in the day, skipper Lou-
is Allison top scored for Porthill 
Park with 40, while Chris Winter 

took figures of  4-44 for Elworth.
Hem Heath sit at the top of  

the table on 227 points with  
Porthill Park 18 points behind 
them on 209. 

Cheadle sit in third place on 
169 points, their match with 
Bagnall Norton was rained off   
after 36 overs with Bagnall  
Norton on 167-6.

Yohan De 
Silva is in his 
second season 
at St Annes
PICTURES: Alamy
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THE HUNDRED, MEN
August 4, Ageas Bowl, Southampton

Southern Brave Men 147-8 (Jordan 70*, Allen 21) 

(Rauf 3-27)
Welsh Fire Men 145-7 (Eskinazi 31, Willey 31) 

(Mills 2-23, Ahmed 2-28, C Overton 2-41) 
Southern Brave won by 2 runs

Toss: Welsh Fire, who elected to fi eld 
Offi cials: James Middlebrook, Ben Debenham, Paul Baldwin, Will Smith, Mark Newell  

CHRIS Jordan smashed 
an exhilarating 70 
off  32 balls to give 
Southern Brave their 
fi rst Hundred victory 
of 2023 in a two-run 
nail-biter over Welsh 
Fire.

England star Jordan 
dragged Brave from 76 for 
eight – with Pakistan star 
Haris Rauf  taking three 
wickets – to 147 with seven 
ginormous sixes and a trio 
of  fours for just his second 
T20 half-century.

Leg-spin sensation Re-
han Ahmed, Craig Overton 
and last-set hero Tymal 
Mills all claimed two wick-
ets as the 2021 winners 
bounced back from their 
opening game defeat to 
Trent Rockets.

Brave were stuck in and 
after 76 balls were 76 for 
eight and looking down the 
barrel of  an embarrassing 
sub-three-figure total.

Fast bowler Rauf  was 
the main architect of  the 
slaughter with three for 
27 – picking up Finn Allen 
caught behind off  a bounc-
er, bowling George Garton 
and bouncing James Fuller 
out. All done for Rauf ’s ex-
press pace.

Shaheen Shah Afridi re-
turned to the Ageas Bowl 
for the first time since tak-
ing four in four balls in the 
Vitality Blast three years 
ago and had Devon Conway 
gloving behind.

James Vince, Tim David, 
Leus du Plooy and Rehan 
Ahmed also fell into the 
pile. 

Jordan had eight off  14 
balls when Ahmed was run 
out before exploding in a 
style which got the 12,403 
fans at the Ageas Bowl 
rocking.

He thumped Rauf  down 
the ground for his first six, 
fast forward to 22 off  19 

balls and Roelof  van der 
Merwe’s left arm spin bore 
the brunt of  a hurricane of  
sixes.

Long off, mid-wicket and 
square leg were cleared be-
fore clipping David Payne 
off  his legs for a stylish 
maximum as his fifty came 
up in 26 balls.

Two more sixes and 19 
runs off  the last five balls 
took the stand with Over-
ton to 71 in 25 balls, with 
Jordan contributing 62 of  
them.

Tim David dropped a dol-
ly to give Luke Wells a life 
with the first ball of  the re-
ply but Joe Clarke suffered 
his second golden duck in 
a row.

Wells slogged to long on 
and Stevie Eskinazi – who 
had scooped his first ball 
for an audacious six – was 
stumped after a 41-run 
stand between the pair as 
Ahmed’s leg spin caused 
problems.

Tom Abell drilled to 
cover, Glenn Phillips’ top 
edge picked out deep fine 
and Fuller’s parsimonious 
first 15 balls went for just 
11 runs to put Brave in the 
box seat.

Willey hit two sixes off  
Fuller’s last five before Ben 
Green went six, four, caught 
at long on to make the equa-
tion 14 off  seven balls.

Willey scored eight off  
the first four balls of  the 
last set but needing three 
off  the last he was caught 
at point as the ground 
bounced. 

Jordan said: “I went in 
during a little bit of  trouble 
so just tried to keep it nice 
and simple. I was looking to 
get to 110 or so or maybe 140 
but I flicked a switch and it 
came off.

“When you are out in 
the middle and you get one 
out the middle of  the bat 
you get a feel of  the range. 
I hit that first six then got 
on a roll and it kept going.”

Talisman:
Chris Jordan

was in � ne form 
with the bat this 

time the Brave 
won their � rst 

hundred match of 
2023

PICTURES: 
Getty Images

“Everyone has their role 
in the team so you have to 

trust in that formula. If the team 
does need me to go up the order 
then I’d be more than happy – but 
I’m happy with my role. 
BRAVE’S CHRIS JORDAN

Big-hitting Jordan gets 
Brave up and running
By Alex Smith

August 4, Ageas Bowl, Southampton

Southern Brave Men 147-8 
(Rauf 3-27)
Welsh Fire Men 145-7 
(Mills 2-23, Ahmed 2-28, C Overton 2-41) 
Southern Brave won by 2 runs

Star: Rehan Ahmed impressed again

For a full report of 
Birmingham Phoenix Men v 

Trent Rockets Men, visit 
www.thecricketpaper.com

Wells c C Overton b Ahmed 24 19 2 1 21 126.32
Clarke c Conway b C Overton 0 1 0 0 3 0.00
Eskinazi st Conway b Ahmed 31 18 3 1 25 172.22
Abell c C Overton b Garton 11 14 1 0 19 78.57
Phillips c Allen b Mills 22 19 3 0 23 115.79
Willey c sub b Mills 31 19 0 2 32 163.16
Green c David b C Overton 16 9 1 1 12 177.78
van der Merwe not out 1 1 0 0 8 100.00
Extras 0nb 8w 0b 1lb 9   
Total (100 balls) 145-for7wickets 

C Overton 20 41 2
Garton 15 19 1
Mills 20 23 2
Ahmed 20 28 2
David 5 7 0
Fuller 20 26 0

BOWLING B R W

6-1 (4 balls) Clarke
47-2 (30 balls) Wells
64-3 (44 balls) Eskinazi
83-4 (61 balls) Abell
102-5 (79 balls) Phillips
134-6 (93 balls) Green
145-7 (100 balls) Willey

FALL OF WICKETS

WELSH FIRE 1ST INNINGS
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Allen c Clarke b Rauf 21 15 4 0 20 140.00
Conway c Clarke b Shaheen 4 4 0 0 8 100.00
Vince b Payne 18 16 3 0 18 112.50
du Plooy b van der Merwe 18 15 2 0 33 120.00
Garton b Rauf 1 3 0 0 2 33.33
David c Clarke b Willey 2 5 0 0 9 40.00
Fuller c Willey b Rauf 0 3 0 0 3 0.00
Jordan not out 70 32 3 7 33 218.75
Ahmed run out (Willey) 1 1 0 0 5 100.00
C Overton not out 6 7 0 0 17 85.71
Extras 2nb 0w 0b 4lb 6   
Total (100 balls) 147-for8wickets 

Shaheen 20 16 1
Willey 20 40 1
Payne 20 27 1
Rauf 20 27 3
van der Merwe 20 33 1

BOWLING B R W

14-1 (12 balls) Conway
40-2 (29 balls) Allen
46-3 (38 balls) Vince
47-4 (41 balls) Garton
55-5 (50 balls) David
56-6 (54 balls) Fuller
72-7 (70 balls) du Plooy
76-8 (76 balls) Ahmed

FALL OF WICKETS

BRAVE 1ST INNINGS
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THE HUNDRED, MEN
August 5, Emirates Old Trra� ord, Manchester

Manchester Originals Men 138-5 (Buttler 62, Bopara 2-13)

London Spirit Men 

No result

Toss: London Spirit, who elected to fi eld 
Offi cials: Steve O’Shaughnessy, Graham Lloyd, Sue Redfern, Dean Cosker, Naeem Ashraf  

There was a lot of energy 
left in the changing room – 

the guys were desperate to get 
out there and play, but it is what 
it is and � ngers crossed that it 
won’t a� ect too much more of the 
competition.
ORIGINALS’ JOS BUTTLER

Buttler shines but
can’t beat the rain
balls, Ashton Turner and 
Jamie Overton attempted 
to rebuild the Originals’ 
innings but their work 
was not completed when 
rain forced the players 
off  for the final time.  
Bopara finished with two 
for 13 from his two sets of  
five.   

“It’s nice to get out 
there but it’s a shame we 
couldn’t get a full game 
in,” Buttler said. “But 
personally, it was a good 
day for me.

“There was a lot of  
energy left in the chang-
ing room – the guys were 
desperate to get out there 
and play, but it is what 
it is and fingers crossed 
that it won’t affect too 

much more of  the compe-
tition.

“There’s always a lot of  
anticipation in the build 
up to the Hundred, people 
excited to get together in 
such a fun competition 
and in front of  a really 
good crowd, I’m just dis-
appointed for the boys 
and the fans who don’t 
get their money’s worth 
and two full games today.”

Bopara added: “Varia-
tions are always my game 
plan as I don’t have any 
pace! At this level, guys 
who hit it well, you’ve 
got to have something up 
your sleeve to use against 
them. Sometimes it works 
and sometimes it doesn’t, 
and it did today.

MANCHESTER Origi-
nals skipper Jos Buttler 
smacked fi ve sixes in 
an entertaining 36-ball 
62 but his side’s match 
in The Hundred against 
London Spirit eventu-
ally fell victim to the 
Manchester weather. 

The home side had 
reached 138 for five after 
80 balls in the game’s only 
innings when umpires 
Graham Lloyd and Steve 
O’Shaughnessy took the 
players from the field for 
the second time. 

They did not return 
and the no result outcome 
means that each side have 
taken one point from 
their first two matches in 
The Hundred.   

But the first interrup-
tion might have come at 
a useful time for Spirit’s 
bowlers and fielders. The 
former had conceded five 
sixes in 35 balls, three 
of  the maximums being 
struck by Phil Salt, who 
was dropped by Dan Law-
rence off  Liam Dawson 
when only eight. 

Salt was eventually 
caught by Adam Ross-
ington for a nine-ball 21 
when he thin-edged a pull 
off  Dan Worrall. 

However, Max Holden 
was dropped at by Jor-
dan Thompson at long-on 
off  Matt Critchley when 
on two and Buttler was 
unbeaten on 26 when a  
shower forced the players 
from the field.

That interruption re-
duced the match to a 
90-balls per side affair at 
most with Spirit’s target 
being calculated using 
Duckworth-Lewis-Stern. 
On the resumption, Hold-
en and Buttler continued 
to make hay with the 
Originals’ skipper hitting 
three more sixes, two of  
them off  successive balls 
from the leg-spinner, 
Critchley. 

The Essex bowler soon 
had some consolation, 
though, when he had 
Holden stumped by Ross-
ington for 23 and Spirit 
immediately had another 
boost when Laurie Evans 
was bowled for one.  

The introduction of  
Ravi Bopara’s medium 
pace completed Spirit’s 
fightback. Varying his 
pace intelligently, Bopa-
ra bowled Buttler with a 
slow yorker and had Paul 
Walter caught by Mat-
thew Wade for two. 

Having seen their side 
lose four wickets in 16 

Swashbuckling:
Jos Buttler 
entertained 
the Old Tra� ord 
crowd before the 
rain came down 
yesterday
PICTURES: Alamy

By Paul Edwards

Salt c Rossington b Worrall 21 9 0 3 18 233.33
Buttler b Bopara 62 36 3 5 49 172.22
Holden st Rossington b Critchley 24 16 3 0 22 150.00
Evans b Dawson 1 3 0 0 2 33.33
Walter c Wade b Bopara 2 4 0 0 9 50.00
Turner not out 16 10 1 0 13 160.00
J Overton not out 2 4 0 0 9 50.00
Extras 4nb 6w 0b 0lb 10   
Total (80 balls) 138-for5wickets 

Worrall 15 15 1
Thompson 10 28 0
Dawson 20 27 1
Ellis 15 25 0
Critchley 10 30 1
Bopara 10 13 2

BOWLING B R W

44-1 (24 balls) Salt
111-2 (55 balls) Holden
113-3 (59 balls) Evans
117-4 (65 balls) Buttler
126-5 (70 balls) Walter

FALL OF WICKETS

MANCHESTER 1ST INNINGS
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Evergreen: 
Ravi Bopara 
rolled back 
the years 
with two 
wickets
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THE HUNDRED INTERVIEWS

W
ayne Madsen’s past 
three weeks provide 
a microcosm of  the 
modern-day cricketer, 
as he has represented 

three teams in three different formats. 
Having finished a County 

Championship match against 
Durham two weeks ago, he drove 
five hours north of  the border and 
swapped his Derbyshire whites 
for the Azzurri blue to make his 
international debut for Italy in the 
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup Europe 
Regional Qualifiers in Edinburgh 
the next day. 

And then this week he kitted out 

for the Manchester Originals in the 
Hundred. 

 At 39, there are no signs of  any 
let-up. “It doesn’t come as a shock 
to me now. Thankfully due to my 
experiences in county cricket, I’m 
used to switching between formats,” 
he told TCP. 

“It has been a bit of  a whirlwind 
given the travelling and adjusting to 
different team environments but it’s 
an experience I will never forget.”

His long-awaited international 
debut, having pulled out of  a 
planned stint in 2012 due to 
Derbyshire captaincy, yielded 95 
runs across four innings. 

And for a man in possession of  
130 half-centuries across all formats, 

it came as little surprise that his 
first knock was a 30-ball 52 in a 25-
run win over Jersey. 

“I certainly didn’t imagine playing 
international cricket as late as this. 
I’ll be honest, I was pretty nervous 
going into the game! There was a 
different kind of  expectation but to 
do it on debut for Italy in a winning 
cause was extremely special.

“It’s my grandmother who’s 
Italian. She passed away when my 
dad was young so I never got to meet 
her but it’s a special heritage to have 
and I have been really fortunate 
to represent my grandmother’s 
country,” Madsen added. 

On the opening day of  the 
tournament, Italy pushed Ireland 

close but fell short by seven 
runs chasing 159. And with pre-
tournament favourites Scotland 
and Ireland securing the two World 
Cup berths, a third-place finish 
in a seven-team tournament was 
perhaps the best indication of  how 
far the side has come. 

Madsen was one of  three 
England-based cricketers alongside 
player-coach Gareth Berg and Kent 
all-rounder Grant Stewart in a 
team which still plays on astroturf  
wickets back home. 

“I’ve been really impressed by 
the quality. A lot of  the Italy-based 
players only play on astro so for 
them to come and play on grass was 
a big adjustment.

“As a team, we wanted to go to 
the T20 World Cup, that was the 
goal. Bergy wanted to put together a 
group of  players that was capable of  
qualifying for the World Cup and he 
certainly did that. 

“The qualification didn’t happen 
but there’s still some big things 
happening in Italian cricket over the 
next couple of  years and hopefully 
it’s a step forward for us.” 

Madsen hopes to stay involved 
with Italy around his franchise 
and Derbyshire commitments with 
a desire to play a T20 World Cup 
before he bows out. 

At the moment though, he has no 
intention of  calling time on a career 
well into its 20th year. 

This season’s T20 Blast produced 
his best returns with the bat for 
Derbyshire: 580 runs at an average of  
48.33. More notably, he maintained a 
strike rate upwards of  150 for a second 
consecutive season, a by-product of  his 
involvement in The Hundred.

“My strike rates have only gotten 
better and playing in The Hundred 
has improved my T20 game.” 

What has he made of  the new 
format? “It’s quirky, quicker and as 
a player, I have thoroughly enjoyed 
it. I understand some people don’t 
like the format because of  how it 
differs from T20 cricket but when it 
comes to getting the next generation 
involved in cricket, personally my 
family and young kids love being 
around the Hundred. The show they 
put on is fantastic.” 

Part of  the reason why he 
keeps coming back is down to 
Mickey Arthur’s drive to create a 
winning atmosphere at Derbyshire. 

“Mickey is a winner. The 
influence he has had on our group 
has been massively positive and 
geared towards winning. I have 
loved playing under him. He has 
pushed not only the younger players 
but also my game to another level.”

EVER-EVOLVING MADSEN 
REVELS IN ITALIAN JOB

A     
s Matthew Wade sat on the 
deserted benches in front 
of  the Lord’s pavilion, in 
comparison to the intense 
Ashes drama unfolding 

just a few tube stops away at The 
Oval, the scene around him might 
have belonged to a different planet. 

Against a backdrop of  grey skies, 
a kids’ coaching session was taking 
place on the outfield, facilitated by 
Wade’s London Spirit teammates. 
The 35-year-old Tasmanian insisted 
that there was nowhere else he 
would rather be.

“I don’t miss having to go out 
there and be switched on for every 
single day, five days in a row, and all 
the scrutiny that comes with it.”

A veteran of  36 Tests and the 
Australia’s 2019 Ashes campaign, 
the wicketkeeper-batter isn’t short 
of  opinions on the summer’s 
blockbuster series.

“The way that England have 
played has just fast-tracked the way 
that Test cricket was developing 
anyway. The evolution of  Test 

cricket means that daily scores are 
always getting higher. Back in the 
day it used to be 250 then it went to 
300 and 350.

“For me, the biggest talking 
point of  the series was Nathan 
Lyon getting injured; once that 
happened Australia found it harder 
to win. That speaks to the quality 
of  bowler that he is, he would have 
been highly effective at The Oval.”

When the conversation turns to 
Stuart Broad and his bail-switching 
antics, a grudging respect is 
apparent. 

“A lot of  Australians have that 
kind of  drive on the ground, it just 
shows how competitive Broad is as 
a player. He goes out of  his way to 
win games for England. He’s played 
for 10 to 15 years, so he’s going to 
have a few run-ins on the ground.”

Wade is experiencing his second 
edition of  The Hundred and has 
only good things to say about 
the tournament.

“Every player wants to play in 
it. It’s hard for overseas players 
to get an opportunity to play in 
the Hundred with only three 
international spots available. I 

enjoy the format as much as the 
Big Bash League, which is a hybrid 
version of  T20 with innovations 
like the two-over surge within 
the powerplay.

“I’ve got a couple of  young kids 
and they really enjoy coming to the 
matches. The timings of  the games 
are really attractive for families.”

London Sprit suffered an 
ignominious inaugural edition of  
the Hundred, finishing in last place 
with just one win. Last year saw a 
marked improvement, culminating 
in the eliminator clash against 
Manchester Originals, which they 
lost by 5 wickets.

As a regular on the international 
franchise circuit, Wade is in no 
doubt about the ingredients needed 
for a successful team.

“The local players are important 
in any competition; if  they start 
firing there’s a good chance, you’ll 
be around at the business end of  
the tournament. The international 
players will chip in and win a few 
games too with any luck, 
and hopefully Zak Crawley will 
come back and play a few games 
as well.”

WADE’S LOVING 
LIFE IN LONDON
By Tawhid Qureshi

Wayne’s 
World: Wayne 

Madsen in 
Blast 

action for 
Derbyshire

PICTURES: Alamy

That’s 
the Spirit: 

Matthew Wade 
will be hoping 

London Spirit 
can go even 

further this year
PICTURE: 
Ian Walton

By Malhar Hathi 
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CLUB LEGEND

N
orton chairman Tom-

my Talbot would have 

contemplated Sobers’ 

five-year stint at Rad-

cliffe – 5,708 runs at 

63.42, 532 wickets at 11.23 – and 

no doubt reckoned he was on 

terra firma offering a five-year 

deal at £50 per week. The bona 

fides stacked up. Very probably, 

the man with the highest score 

in Test cricket would do them 

a job. 
Even so, the newly signed 

Sobers was unable to play that 

maiden NSSCL season as he 

was busy touring England 

with the West Indies, 3-1 

winners of  1963’s inaugu-

ral Wisden Trophy. In-

stead Talbot engaged 

the famously sweary 

Australian leg-spin-

ning all-rounder 
Cec Pepper, who 
took 87 wickets at 

11.2 as the team 
finished joint-third. 

Playing alongside 

Pepper in the Nor-

ton team that year 

was Sobers’ brother 

Gerry, a wicket-keeper 

and hard-hitting batter 

who would accompany 

his famous sibling through-

out the duration of  his 

time in north Staffordshire, 

although not without some 

minor stretching of  the rules, 

observes Vince Lindo, the 

new Jamaican professional of  

neighbours Sneyd.
“At the time, if  you were 

an amateur, like Gerry was 

supposed to be, you had to live 

within a 10-mile radius of  the 

club you played for,” says Lin-

do. “If  you were a professional, 

you could live anywhere. So, 

Garry lived in Manchester. 

And Gerry lived with him. But 

Tommy Talbot got him a flat 

on High Lane in Burslem so he 

could be within 10 miles. Gerry 

never slept there once. It wasn’t 

even a flat: it was Tommy 

Talbot’s office!”
Garry eventually made his 

entrance in late April 1964, 

straight from a tour of  the Far 

East with EW ‘Jim’ Swanton’s 

XI. A few days after taking five 

wickets in five balls against 

Malaysia in steamy Kuala 

Lumpur, he was greeted under 

soupy Potteries skies by a 

Pathé News crew, to whom he 

explained he was looking for-

ward to “getting away from the 

sunshine” in “a class of  cricket 

that had done a lot for me”. 

The Norton ground was 

owned by the National Coal 

Board. Although well appoint-

ed, it was not much of  a looker. 

The vista south toward the 

ground from High Lane took 

in the first bricks of  a new 

housing development at Small-

thorne, while looming over the 

ground’s northern boundary 

like a sagging Goth pyramid 

was a jet-black spoil heap from 

the Ford Green pit, topped up 

throughout the day by heavy, 

rumbling belts. 
The Norton faithful’s 

first sighting of  Sobers’ 

insouciantly upturned 

collar came during 

a sprightly 44 on his 

home debut against 

Stone, although the 

game succumbed to 

the weather not long 

after tea. The next 

two Saturdays brought 

a pair of  comfortable 

wins – Newcastle & 

Hartshill’s declaration 

on 87-9 an hour from the 

end of  another damp day 

was generously gobbled up 

by Sobers, who slammed an 

unbeaten 47 – setting Norton 

up nicely for their Talbot Cup 

first round match: a hotly an-

ticipated head-to-head between 

Sobers and his West Indian 

teammate, Wes Hall, who was 

picking up a cool £60 per week 

at Great Chell, a fee reflecting 

three consecutive 100-wicket 

campaigns for Accrington in 

the Lancashire League. 

The previous week’s Evening 

Sentinel had reported that the 

future Reverend Hall “bowled 

with scrupulous fairness, 

scorning the use of  bouncers 

when a lesser man might have 

been tempted”, and here again, 

with 1,800 in attendance and a 

paltry 63 to defend, he kept it 

pitched up to Frank Reynolds 

as Norton stumbled to 61-8 in 

the final over. 
“My cousin, John Bailey, was 

wicket-keeper at Chell,” recalls 

the Norton tailender. “Wes 

Hall’s run-up was so long that I 

remember turning round and 

having a conversation about 

family matters, what we were 

doing with the wives the next 

day. But Wes was bowling fast, 

and I wasn’t sure where the 

runs were going to come from. 

Then he clean-bowled me, and 

the ball ricocheted to the bound-

ary. But the umpire had called 

no-ball, so it counted as four 

byes, and we won the game.” 

The teams would lock horns 

again in the league a fortnight 

later, Norton having picked up 

a couple of  wins in the interim, 

the first of  which, against 

reigning champions Crewe 

LMR, featured an astonishing 

over-the-shoulder catch from 

Sobers just in front of  the 

sightscreen – off  his own bowl-

ing! For all Sobers’ manifest 

brilliance with bat and ball, 

says Reynolds, it was his field-

ing prowess, anticipatory and 

agile, that most frequently left 

his teammates awestruck. 

A week later, as pitched bat-

tles between Mods and Rockers 

raged on Brighton seafront, 

Norton beat Sneyd in the local 

derby, although not without 

a large and expectant home 

crowd grumbling at skipper 

Jim Flannery for inserting 

the visitors upon winning the 

toss, fearing they might not see 

Sobers bat. Indeed, Norton’s 

supporters were never short of  

a word or two. On one occasion, 

when the pro was flattening out 

divots with the back of  his bat, 

one wag yelled out: “Steady on, 

Sobers. There’s men working 

under there.”
The turnout and excitement 

for the Talbot Cup encounter 

had prompted the Sentinel’s 

cricket correspondent to pen 

an editorial asking: ‘Why not 

run league matches on knock-

out lines?’ However, an even 

bigger crowd of  2,500 turned 

up to Chell for the league 

fixture, with takings of  £160 

on the gate and a further £90 in 

refreshments (just shy of  £4,000 

in today’s money), a welcome 

boost for a club that had recent-

ly built a swanky new pavilion, 

the closest thing the Potteries 

had to Lord’s. 
Top of  the bill, of  course, 

was the Bajan showdown, and 

the locals didn’t have to wait 

too long to see Sobers unfurling 

those trademark whiplash pull 

shots and back-foot slaps, bat 

finishing its mighty arc down 

by his backside. Watching from 

the other end as the maestro 

made 59 was the 21-year-old 

Dave Brock, who finished un-

beaten on 66, an innings from 

which he was still floating as 

Sobers’ 5-47 secured a fifth win 

from five completed games. 

“It was a great day,” recalls 

Brock. “Batting with Garry 

was marvellous, although he 

never really gave us advice, 

other than to play your own 

game. Wes was very sharp, and 

even broke my bat. It took me 

a few months to save up for 

another. But he bought me a 

drink at the end of  the game 

and, after someone had popped 

out to fetch food, we stood and 

ate tripe and chips at the bar.”  

Walking 
among giants

Scott Oliver looks back on when the player 

commonly recognised as the greatest all-rounder 

ever to play the game mixed it in club cricket

This is an edited extract 

from Scott Oliver’s 

book ‘Sticky Dogs and 

Stardust’ which has just 

been released

Order your copy at 

www.thenightwatch-

man.net/buy/sticky-

dogs-and-stardust

Master of his craft: Garry Sobers acknowledges the applause at Norton, and then is on hand to conduct the 

draw for the Talbot Cup, inset

Double trouble: Garry Sobers, right, with brother Gerry
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BEFORE we get into 
what’s to come, 
let’s rewind to 
2019, to the last 
time the urn wound 
up on these shores, 
to when Steve 
Smith and Ellyse 

Perry were immov-
able and Ben Stokes 
went stratospheric.

For all of  Stokes' her-
oism and Jofra’s thun-
der, the men’s Ashes 
series was a slog at 
times, English minds 
and limbs exhausted 
after the exhilaration 

of  their World Cup vic-
tory just a couple of  
weeks before that first 
Test at Edgbaston. 

For four years, that 
win was everything, 
to turn the nadir of  a 
group-stage exit in 2015 
into a transformative 
win on home soil. 

After that, an Ashes 
win would’ve simply 
been a spectacular bo-
nus. Instead, the visi-
tors retained the urn 
but drew the series 2-2. 

For both sides, 
something was miss-
ing. For England, the 
perfect summer. For 

Australia, a clearly 
defined victory. It was 
an afterparty with an 
unsatisfactory ending.

This time round, 
the old contest is the
show, with England’s 
white-ball calendar 
shunted to the final 
days of  the summer. 

From June until 
the end of  July, there 
will be a clash of  
styles across five Test 
matches: England will 
stick to their philos-
ophy of  fearlessness; 
Australia will growl 
and respond by wed-
ding themselves to 

that thing they always 
do – of  being entirely 
ruthless. The hope is 
that the series rivals 
the exploits of  2005.

It is a big ask. But 
this series, with these 
players, provides such 
hope. 
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AN EPIC CRICKET LINE-UP
Enjoy exciting cricket, exceptional hospitality and an epic day out this summer, courtesy of the experience experts - Keith Prowse.
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