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ones to follow...

TOP TRAINERS IN AUGUST PAST TWO SEASONS

FORM GUIDE

54

George, T R 10 4 6 40% 60% 11

Twomey, P 26 9 18 35% 69% 7

Nicholls, P F 15 5 6 33% 40% 8

Pauling, Ben 24 8 12 33% 50% 28

Mullins, W P 95 30 46 32% 48% -16

OBrien, Fergal 74 23 30 31% 41% 43

McCain Jnr, D 82 25 44 30% 54% 32

Appleby, Charlie 89 27 42 30% 47% -25

Brassil, Martin 10 3 4 30% 40% 18

Frost, Kevin 21 6 9 29% 43% 23

Cody, Patrick 14 4 9 29% 64% 11

Mason, Christopher 36 10 18 28% 50% 23

Crisford, Simon 88 24 42 27% 48% -5

Haggas, W J 181 49 91 27% 50% -12

Ralph, Alastair 15 4 6 27% 40% 8

Dunlop, H J L 30 8 13 27% 43% 15

Twiston-Davies, N A 16 4 6 25% 38% -3

Longsdon, C E 20 5 12 25% 60% 2

Bowe, Colin 16 4 7 25% 44% 26

Morrison, H 71 17 29 24% 41% 14

Moffatt, James 21 5 7 24% 33% -4

Varian, Roger 167 38 79 23% 47% -54

McBride, P J 22 5 6 23% 27% 18

Ferguson, James 40 9 17 23% 43% 2

Burrows, Owen 27 6 13 22% 48% -8

Tregoning, M P 41 9 15 22% 37% 25

Lavelle, Miss E C 14 3 4 21% 29% -5

Dwyer, C A 28 6 14 21% 50% -2

Lupini, Miss Natalia 14 3 7 21% 50% 1

Lidster, Craig 14 3 5 21% 36% 3

Kubler, Daniel 47 10 19 21% 40% 20

Gansera-Leveque, Mrs Ilka 19 4 7 21% 37% 6

Suroor, Saeed Bin 62 13 24 21% 39% -12

Perratt, Miss L A 48 10 22 21% 46% 47

Hanmer, G D 24 5 8 21% 33% -6

Christie, D M 24 5 8 21% 33% 25

Tuer, Grant 58 12 27 21% 47% 6

Woods, S P C 39 8 11 21% 28% 19

Muir, W R 79 16 33 20% 42% 24

Millman, B R 89 18 47 20% 53% 36

Tutty, Mrs K J 15 3 6 20% 40% -3

Gosden, J H M 125 25 49 20% 39% -32

Cromwell, Gavin Patrick 122 24 52 20% 43% 22

Morris, Patrick 26 5 8 19% 31% 6

Prescott, Sir Mark 73 14 24 19% 33% -28

Stoute, Sir Michael 68 13 26 19% 38% 20

OBrien, A P 136 26 45 19% 33% -28

Boughey, George 116 22 44 19% 38% 13

Thornton, Karl 16 3 7 19% 44% -3

Skelton, Daniel 16 3 5 19% 31% -8

West, Miss Sheena 16 3 6 19% 38% 6

Beckett, R M 150 28 61 19% 41% -35

Fellowes, Charlie 59 11 22 19% 37% 0

Fitzgerald, T J 11 2 3 18% 27% 0

Hogan, T 11 2 2 18% 18% 7

Main, Mrs H S 44 8 12 18% 27% 142

Lee, Norman 11 2 4 18% 36% 11

England, Sam 28 5 8 18% 29% 18

Mulholland, N P 56 10 16 18% 29% 24

Watson, Archie 113 20 37 18% 33% -2

Jockey Rides Wins Places Win% Place% £1 Bet Jockey Rides Wins Places Win% Place% £1 Bet

TOP JOCKEYS IN AUGUST PAST TWO SEASONS

Mullins, Mr P W 23 11 16 48% 70% -1

Townend, Miss J 16 7 10 44% 63% 8

Burke, Jonathan 19 7 10 37% 53% 28

Jones, Charlotte 16 5 6 31% 38% 1

Gillard, Mr T 16 5 7 31% 44% 14

Morgan, Luca 13 4 6 31% 46% 19

Brennan, P J 26 8 13 31% 50% -5

Cobden, Harry 10 3 4 30% 40% 9

Murphy, Oisin 142 42 71 30% 50% 13

Townend, P 24 7 15 29% 63% 6

Hughes, Brian 79 23 41 29% 52% 23

Obrien, Miss Fern 14 4 5 29% 36% 23

Hogan, Mr J 14 4 7 29% 50% 1

Bewley, Callum 18 5 7 28% 39% 53

Walsh, M P 37 10 16 27% 43% 11

Winn, Mark 19 5 7 26% 37% 50

Gleeson, Mr J L 12 3 3 25% 25% 3

Harrison, Liam 16 4 7 25% 44% 26

Cooper, Bryan J 48 12 21 25% 44% 45

Fisher, Taylor 32 8 12 25% 38% 27

Ingram, Rhiain B 12 3 5 25% 42% 27

Atzeni, Andrea 142 35 62 25% 44% 5

Buick, William 256 60 107 23% 42% -8

Millman, Mr P 13 3 6 23% 46% 15

Jacob, Daryl 13 3 3 23% 23% -3

Kennedy, J W 35 8 13 23% 37% 3

Moore, Ryan 88 20 37 23% 42% -3

McSweeney, O 40 9 17 23% 43% 15

Crowley, Jim 121 27 41 22% 34% 37

Bellamy, Tom 18 4 5 22% 28% -6

Bowen, Sean P 54 12 20 22% 37% -14

Wilkie, Brandon 14 3 5 21% 36% 1

Buckell, Georgean 14 3 5 21% 36% 2

Mullins, D E 56 12 25 21% 45% 21

Woods, K K 33 7 14 21% 42% -4

McLernon, R P 20 4 8 20% 40% 21

Ryan, Mr A P 10 2 5 20% 50% 65

Hampson, Brodie 20 4 10 20% 50% 6

Obrien, P V 10 2 2 20% 20% 5

Walker, Mr S 20 4 6 20% 30% -5

Doyle, James 141 28 64 20% 45% -50

Fanning, Joe 56 11 19 20% 34% 18

Villiers, Angus 41 8 15 20% 37% 7

Dawson, R 149 29 58 19% 39% 85

Tart, Robert 26 5 11 19% 42% 0

Davies, Harry 47 9 16 19% 34% -17

Hayes, Brian 58 11 26 19% 45% -3

Keane, C T 213 40 88 19% 41% -22

Noonan, G B 16 3 6 19% 38% 11

Phillips, Mollie 80 15 27 19% 34% 7

OConnor, Miss A B 16 3 7 19% 44% -2

England, Jonathan 16 3 4 19% 25% -2

Brookes, Aiden 43 8 12 19% 28% 3

Hansen, Thore 70 13 27 19% 39% -20

Muscutt, D 147 27 52 18% 35% -36

Mulcahy, Shane 11 2 3 18% 27% 11

Tutty, Gemma 11 2 5 18% 45% -2

Taaffe, Pat 11 2 4 18% 36% -7

Catton, Luke 22 4 5 18% 23% 9

Woods, Sebastian 11 2 3 18% 27% 5

Jockey Rides Wins Places Win% Place% £1 Bet Jockey Rides Wins Places Win% Place% £1 Bet
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SPEED FIGURES

CITY OF TROY 108 15/07/2023 NEWM 7 GS 1 1 -6.5

KHAADEM 105 24/06/2023 ASCO 6 G  1 1 -0.3

PADDINGTON 103 08/07/2023 SAND 9.94 G  1 1 -0.5

SHAQUILLE 103 15/07/2023 NEWM 6 GS 1 1 -1.5

SACRED 102 24/06/2023 ASCO 6 G  1 2 0.3

STAR OF MYSTERY 101 01/07/2023 NEWM 6 GF 1 1 -4

AUDIENCE 100 01/07/2023 NEWM 7 G  1 1 -2

EMILY UPJOHN 100 08/07/2023 SAND 9.94 G  1 2 0.5

HIGHFIELD PRINCESS 98 24/06/2023 ASCO 6 G  1 3 1.55

ARTORIUS 98 24/06/2023 ASCO 6 G  1 4 3.05

PYLEDRIVER 98 24/06/2023 ASCO 11.95 G  1 1 -1.25

WEST WIND BLOWS 98 24/06/2023 ASCO 11.95 G  1 2 1.25

CHANGINGOFTHEGUARD 98 24/06/2023 ASCO 11.95 G  1 3 2.25

GREAT TRUTH 98 29/06/2023 LEIC 7 G  4 1 -5.5

SWINGALONG 98 14/07/2023 YORK 6 G  1 1 -0.3

GREAT STATE 98 15/07/2023 YORK 5 GS 1 3 2.25

DEAUVILLE LEGEND 97 24/06/2023 ASCO 11.95 G  1 4 2.75

NYMPHADORA 97 15/07/2023 YORK 5 GS 1 1 -1.75

JUMBY 96 01/07/2023 NEWM 7 G  1 2 2

ROGUE LIGHTNING 96 07/07/2023 DONC 5.01 GF 2 1 -2

BLUE FOR YOU 96 15/07/2023 YORK 7.87 GS 2 1 -3

SILKY WILKIE 96 15/07/2023 YORK 5 GS 1 2 1.75

VAFORTINO 95 14/07/2023 YORK 7 G  2 2 0.07

ROYAL ACLAIM 95 14/07/2023 YORK 6 G  1 2 0.3

RUN TO FREEDOM 95 15/07/2023 NEWM 6 GS 1 2 1.5

KINROSS 95 15/07/2023 NEWM 6 GS 1 3 1.57

CHATURANGA 94 24/06/2023 HAYD 6.96 GF 2 1 -1

JASOUR 94 13/07/2023 NEWM 6 GF 1 1 -2

MAKAROVA 93 24/06/2023 AYR  5 GF 1 1 -1.25

THE ASTROLOGIST 93 24/06/2023 ASCO 6 G  1 5 4.3

DAZZLING STAR 93 30/06/2023 NEWM 6 G  4 1 -3.5

POGO 93 01/07/2023 NEWM 7 G  1 3 2.07

NORTHERN EXPRESS 93 14/07/2023 YORK 7 G  2 1 -0.07

HAATEM 93 15/07/2023 NEWM 7 GS 1 2 6.5

AGE OF KINGS 92 24/06/2023 ASCO 7 G  1 1 -1

AL SUHAIL 92 24/06/2023 ASCO 6 G  1 6 5.05

KINROSS 92 24/06/2023 ASCO 6 G  1 7 5.05

COEUR DE PIERRE 92 24/06/2023 ASCO 6 G  1 8 5.2

EMPIRE OF LIGHT 92 29/06/2023 NEWM 6 G  4 1 -0.15

WEST WIND BLOWS 92 08/07/2023 SAND 9.94 G  1 3 6.5

GEOLOGIST 92 10/07/2023 RIPO 6 G  5 1 -4.25

MAMMAS GIRL 92 14/07/2023 YORK 6 G  1 6 3.1

SYMBOLOGY 92 14/07/2023 YORK 6 G  2 1 -0.75

POPMASTER 92 14/07/2023 ASCO 6 S  3 1 -2.25

PRIDE OF AMERICA 92 15/07/2023 YORK 10.25 G  2 1 0

ART POWER 92 15/07/2023 NEWM 6 GS 1 4 2.82

MARINE WAVE 91 24/06/2023 AYR  5 GF 1 2 1.25

RUN TO FREEDOM 91 24/06/2023 ASCO 6 G  1 9 5.5

FREE WIND 91 24/06/2023 ASCO 11.95 G  1 5 3.05

SAM MAXIMUS 91 01/07/2023 NEWM 7 G  1 5 4.07

ROCKET RODNEY 91 07/07/2023 DONC 5.01 GF 2 2 2

KITAI 91 11/07/2023 PONT 6 G  2 1 -2.5

GALE FORCE MAYA 91 14/07/2023 YORK 6 G  1 3 1.05

PINK CRYSTAL 91 14/07/2023 YORK 6 G  1 4 1.8

ZOOLOGY 90 24/06/2023 ASCO 7 G  1 2 1

WELLINGTON 90 24/06/2023 ASCO 6 G  1 10 5.65

CRY FICTION 90 01/07/2023 NEWM 6 GF 1 2 4

ALDAARY 90 01/07/2023 NEWM 7 G  1 4 3.57

TWILIGHT ROMANCE 90 03/07/2023 PONT 6 GF 2 2 0.5

PER CONTRA 90 10/07/2023 CHEP 7.07 GS 5 1 -3.25

SECRET ANGEL 90 14/07/2023 YORK 6 G  1 5 2.8

KHAADEM 90 15/07/2023 NEWM 6 GS 1 5 3.57

NELLIE LEYLAX 89 24/06/2023 HAYD 6.96 GF 2 4 1.75

GOLDEN MIND 89 24/06/2023 ASCO 7 G  1 3 0.65

ODDYSSEY 89 24/06/2023 ASCO 7 G  1 4 0.65

STREETS OF GOLD 89 24/06/2023 ASCO 7 G  1 3 1.3

LOCAL DYNASTY 89 24/06/2023 ASCO 9.96 GF 2 3 3.5

CHEEKY BLIMEY 89 29/06/2023 NEWM 6 G  4 2 0.15

THE CAMDEN COLT 89 03/07/2023 PONT 6 GF 2 3 0.65

STARLORE 89 07/07/2023 SAND 7 G  3 1 0

CLASSIC 89 08/07/2023 SAND 7 G  3 1 -1

NIGHTEYES 89 14/07/2023 YORK 6 G  2 2 0.75

BRAVE EMPIRE 88 24/06/2023 REDC 5.98 GF 5 1 -3.5

ROCKSTAR ICON 88 24/06/2023 HAYD 6.96 GF 2 2 1

HOLLOWAY BOY 88 24/06/2023 ASCO 7 G  1 4 1.6

EMARAATY ANA 88 24/06/2023 ASCO 6 G  1 11 6.4

WE NEVER STOP 88 03/07/2023 PONT 6 GF 2 1 -0.5

MAXIMUM DIVIDEND 88 07/07/2023 SAND 7 G  3 2 0

LAKE FOREST 88 13/07/2023 NEWM 6 GF 1 2 2

TOCA MADERA 88 13/07/2023 NEWM 6 GF 1 3 2.15

ISRAR 88 13/07/2023 NEWM 12 GF 1 1 -4.5

GWEEDORE 88 14/07/2023 YORK 7 G  2 3 1.07

RADIO GOO GOO 88 14/07/2023 YORK 6 G  1 7 3.4

KERDOS 88 15/07/2023 YORK 5 GS 1 6 5

ROYAL ACLAIM 87 24/06/2023 AYR  5 GF 1 3 1.75

HOT FUSS 87 24/06/2023 ASCO 7 G  1 5 1.15

BURDETT ROAD 87 24/06/2023 ASCO 9.96 GF 2 1 -0.75

KYLIAN 87 07/07/2023 SAND 5.04 G  1 1 -6

SPARKS FLY 87 09/07/2023 AYR  8 G  3 1 -1.75

IT JUST TAKES TIME 87 11/07/2023 PONT 6 G  2 2 2.5

MILL STREAM 87 13/07/2023 NEWM 6 GF 2 2 0

VENTURA EXPRESS 87 14/07/2023 YORK 5 G  4 2 0.3

LUCKY MAN 87 14/07/2023 ASCO 6 S  3 3 3.75

ROHAAN 87 15/07/2023 ASCO 5 S  2 7 2.9

MONDAMMEJ 87 15/07/2023 YORK 5 GS 1 4 4

SNELLEN 86 24/06/2023 ASCO 7 G  1 1 -0.15

PEARLS AND RUBIES 86 24/06/2023 ASCO 7 G  1 2 0.15

OLIVIA MARALDA 86 24/06/2023 ASCO 7 G  1 5 1.75

LION OF WAR 86 24/06/2023 ASCO 9.96 GF 2 2 0.75

GALACTIC JACK 86 28/06/2023 SALI 12.02 GF 3 1 -1

SIGNIFICANTLY 86 06/07/2023 HAYD 6 G  4 1 -0.5

KORKER 86 07/07/2023 SAND 5.04 G  2 2 0.15

YIBIR 86 07/07/2023 SAND 16.22 G  1 1 -3.5

ARABIAN CROWN 86 07/07/2023 SAND 7 G  3 3 0.75

WILD WAVES 86 07/07/2023 SAND 7 G  3 4 1.25

DEVIL’S POINT 86 07/07/2023 SAND 7 G  3 5 1.4

EXPERT CHOICE 86 08/07/2023 BEVE 7.43 G  5 2 1.75

DUBAI HONOUR 86 08/07/2023 SAND 9.94 G  1 4 8.5

JULIET SIERRA 86 14/07/2023 YORK 6 G  1 8 4.15

COPPER KNIGHT 86 14/07/2023 YORK 5 G  4 1 -0.3

HAYMAKER 86 14/07/2023 ASCO 6 S  3 2 2.25

HOT FUSS 86 15/07/2023 SALI 6.96 S  4 1 -5.5

AL MUSMAK 86 15/07/2023 ASCO 7 S  2 1 -0.3

EILEAN DUBH 86 15/07/2023 YORK 7.87 GS 2 3 3.75

CHIPSTEAD 86 15/07/2023 YORK 5 GS 1 5 4.5

CHANGEOFMIND 86 15/07/2023 YORK 5 GS 1 8 5.8

CALLIANASSA 86 15/07/2023 YORK 6 G  4 2 2

ODDYSSEY 86 15/07/2023 NEWM 7 GS 1 3 9.75

GREAT TRUTH 86 15/07/2023 NEWM 7 GS 1 4 9.75

SON 86 15/07/2023 NEWM 7 GS 1 5 10.05

BAND OF JOY 86 18/07/2023 LING 6 GF 5 1 -1.25

DALLAS STAR 85 24/06/2023 ASCO 7 G  1 8 2.6

HOLGUIN 85 24/06/2023 ASCO 7 G  1 6 3.25

METALLO 85 28/06/2023 SALI 6.96 GF 4 1 -1.25

LORDSHIP 85 30/06/2023 YARM 14.07 G  5 1 -0.5

READY FREDDIE GO 85 07/07/2023 DONC 5.01 GF 2 3 2.15

EQUALITY 85 08/07/2023 SAND 5.04 G  1 1 -1.5

THUNDER BLUE 85 13/07/2023 NEWM 6 GF 1 4 3.4

MARINE WAVE 85 14/07/2023 YORK 6 G  1 9 4.65

KING’S LYNN 85 15/07/2023 ASCO 5 S  2 6 2.75

MASTER OF THE SEAS 85 15/07/2023 ASCO 7.96 S  1 1 -4

UNDER THE SUN 85 15/07/2023 ASCO 7 S  2 2 0.3

ASTRO KING 85 15/07/2023 YORK 10.25 G  2 2 0

WATCH MY TRACER 85 17/07/2023 WIND 6.05 GF 5 1 -3

JEHANGEER 84 24/06/2023 AYR  6 GF 4 1 -0.3

WARNIE 84 24/06/2023 ASCO 7 G  1 9 2.75

FLIGHT PLAN 84 24/06/2023 ASCO 7 G  1 7 3.4

THUNDERBEAR 84 24/06/2023 ASCO 7 G  1 8 3.47

ART POWER 84 24/06/2023 ASCO 6 G  1 12 7.9

EQUITY LAW 84 28/06/2023 SALI 6 GF 2 1 -0.75

JUMEIRAH BREEZE 84 30/06/2023 NEWM 6 G  4 2 3.5

DESERT VOICE 84 01/07/2023 DONC 7.02 G  5 1 -0.5

Name SF Date Course Dist Going Class Placed Beaten Name SF Date Course Dist Going Class Placed Beaten

to look for horses that are proven to 
have stayed a tiny bit further. 14 of 
the last 21 winners had won previous-
ly over 1m2f.

Recent Form/Runs - With 13 of the 
last 21 (62%) winners having finished 
fifth or better in their last race, then 
horses coming here in-form have 
done well. But just three of the last 
21 winners won their most recent 
outing, plus with 14 of the last 21 
winners having had at least five runs 
that season this is another trend to 
consider. 

The final stat in this category is 
that six of the last 21 (29%) winners 
raced at Newbury last time out – in-
cluding last year’s winner Majestic – 
so this is certainly something to look 
back on. 

Price - It’s also been a race that’s 
thrown up plenty of big-priced win-
ners in recent years. In 2004 we saw 
a 100/1 winner, while more recently a 
50/1 winner in 2017 and the last three 
winners returned 40/1 (twice) and 
25/1. he average winning SP in the 
last 21 runnings is also around 22/1! 

Trainer - Paul and Oliver Cole won 
the race in 2020, but the standout 
yards of late have been John Gosden 
and Marcus Tregoning. The Gosden 
camp have won this race five times 
in the past, with the first of those 
coming in 1994, while in the last 21 
years they’ve had four winners and 
two in the last five – Frankie Dettori 
rode them both! 

Frankie has three wins in total with 
Halling in 1994 with other success – it 
will be the last spin in the race for 

A
s we race towards the 
end of September, and 
into October, the focus 
switches back to New-
market.

First up this month for track known 
as ‘HQ’ is the three-day Cambridge-
shire Meeting, that runs from Thurs-
day September 28 to Saturday 30. 

We’ve plenty of decent races to 
savour over the three days, includ-
ing the Royal Lodge, Cheveley Park 
and Middle Park Stakes, but the 
ultra-competitive Cambridgeshire 
Handicap is the main betting heat for 
the bookies with a big field of 20+ 
runners entered – on the last day of 
September this year. 

First run in 1839, this 1m1f handi-
cap is a race with stacks of history 
attached to it and, therefore, many 
key trends.

Let’s look at the main stats to 
have onside once we know the final 
runners. 

Age - With ALL of the last 21 
Cambridgeshire winners aged 6 or 
younger, this is certainly the key age 
trend. The last horse to win aged 7+ 
was Rambo’s Hall in 1992. 

At the other end of the age scale, 
we have seen four three year-old 
winners since 2012, so we can’t 
discount the younger horses in the 
race. That said, with 16 of the last 
21 successful horses aged between 
four and six years old this range has 
held sway in recent times. Backed up 
again 12 months ago with the four 
year-old Majestic winning for trainer 
Mick Channon. 

Winning Form - Seventeen of the 
last 21 winners had won three of 
more times before, so this is another 
trend to have on your side - suggest-
ing that we need to look for horses 
that have shown an appetite for 
winning but could also be a bit unex-
posed from the handicapper. 

Weight - Last year’s winner carried 
just 7st 11lbs to victory, while the 
runner-up had only 8-8 and the third 
8-7. This is supported with 18 of the 
last 21 winners carrying 9st 5lbs or 
less so this seems to be a nice weight 
cut-off point. 

With 13 of the last 21 winners rated 
between 90-100 this is another 
trend that links into the weight stats. 
While, if you want to take this a bit 
further, it might pay to note that 12 
of the last 21 winners actually carried 
8st 12lbs or less. 

Draw - Yes, with 25+ runners there 
are always going to be more horses 
from a double-figure draw anyway. 
With that in mind, it’s no real shock 
to see that 17 of the last 21 (81%) 
winners hailed from a double-figure 
draw, but this is still something to 
look for. In fact, five of the top six 
finishers last year came from stalls 13 
or higher. 

Favourites - Considering the 
competitive nature of the race, in the 
last 21 runnings we’ve still seen 19% 
of favourites win (four from 21). That 
said, the market leaders do tend to 
win or bomb out as 15 of the last 21 
(71%) jollies didn’t even place. 

Trip - Being run over one of the 
unique trips of 1m1f - really, we need 
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form goes 
out of the 

window
Andy Newton looks ahead to a Newmarket favourite 

which never fails to spring a surprise

CAMBRIDGESHIRE MEETING, BETTING & TRENDS
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14/21 – Had won over 1m2f before
13/21 – Finished fifth or better last 
time out
13/21 – Rated between 90-100
12/21 – Carried 8-12 or less
6/21 – Ran at Newbury last time out
5/21 – Returned 14/1 in the betting
4/21 – Winning favourites
4/21 – Trained by John Gosden
3/21 – Won their last race
2/21 - Ridden by Frankie Dettori
2/21 - Trained by Marcus Tregoning

The last eight winners came from 
stalls 21 or higher
15 of the last 17 winners had run in 
the last nine weeks
The average winning SP in the last 21 
years is 22/1

the pocket Italian this year if getting 
a booked ride. 

Overall, many key stats and history 
to have on your side once we know 
the final runners. But if trainer John 
Gosden has a Frankie Dettori-ridden 
4-6 year-old, that has a double-fig-
ure draw, five-plus runs that season 
and 9st 5lbs or less in weight, then 
we should stand up and take notice! 

Good luck!    

Recent Cambridgeshire Handicap 
Winners
2022 - Majestic (25/1)
2021 – Bedouin’s Story (40/1)
2020 - Majestic Dawn (40/1)
2019 – Lord North (9/2 fav)
2018 – Wissahickon (11/1)

2017 – Dolphin Vista (50/1)
2016 – Spark Plug (12/1)
2015 – Third Time Lucky (14/1) 
2014 – Bronze Angel (14/1)
2013 – Educate (8/1 fav)

Cambridgeshire Handicap Trends
21/21 – Aged 6 or younger
18/21 – Carried 9-5 or less
17/21 – Won 3 or more times in their 
career
17/21 – Won from a double-figure stall
16/21 – Aged between four and six 
years-old
15/21 – Unplaced favourites
15/21 – Returned a double (or treble) 
figure price in the betting
14/21 – Had 5 or more runs that 
season
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head to the race. While, as mentioned
in the intro, the Charlie Appleby
Godolphin team, who are yet to win
the race, will be hoping to break their
duck with last year’s fourth, Adayar, a
possible runner again. 

In terms of jockeys, a certain Frankie
Dettori has six wins under his belt and
is the most successful pilot in the
race’s history, with the French veteran,

his name - with the last of those
coming in 2019. Plus, with three wins
in the last seven then the John
Gosden team are also starting to
make a name for themselves in this
contest. 

It’s slightly surprising that Aidan
O’Brien has only two Arc wins to his
name, but that could easily change
this year if his exciting Luxembourg

Olivier Peslier, not far back with four
wins. 

Overall, this year’s race looks set to
be another cracker and cases can cer-
tainly be made for many. 

The ante-post betting at this stage
is dominated more by the UK and Irish
handlers and at the time of writing
Baaeed would still need to be supple-
mented for the race. 
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Torquator
Tasso wins
the 2021 Prix
Qatar Arc de
Triomphe

Majestic

winners with George Boughey, at 
£35,000 and 40,000gns, who both 
won last year at the Royal meeting 
last year was pretty special.”

The 40,000gns purchase at the 
2022 Tattersalls February was Missed 
The Cut. “I remember he took three 
steps out of his box. George just 
took one look at him and he’d seen 
enough. He was one of those whose 
valuation was a fair bit higher and we 
got him a fair bit lower at 40,000.” 
Four months later the colt won the 
Golden Gates Stakes at Royal Ascot, 
comfortably. 

Another of the duo’s purchases 
was Inver Park, bought for £35,000 
at the 2021 Goffs UK December HIT 
(Horses in Training) Sale. He secured 
the Buckingham Palace Stakes at the 
Royal meeting the following year.

Haggas’s link with Boughey, who 
trains over 160 horses at Saffron 
House Stables in Hamilton Road, and 
won last year’s 1000 Guineas with 
Cachet, is one in which their talents 
ideally complement each other.  

“We’ve been friends for about 12 
years through a love of racing and 
punting, backing horses,” says Hag-
gas. “He’s a friend first and partner 
second. I was working in Newmarket 
and he was at Newcastle University 
and we’d talk for hours every week 
about horses, and what we fancied.

He adds: “When I set up in ear-
ly 2019 George was just finishing 
his sixth year as assistant to Hugo 

H
e possesses most people’s 
idea of an impeccable rac-
ing pedigree. Sire and dam: 
the training grandees Wil-
liam and Maureen Haggas. 

Grandsire: 11 times champion jockey 
Lester Piggott. From the moment of 
his birth Sam Haggas’s destiny was 
laid out for him. A life in racing was 
almost an inevitability. As he reflects: 
“I’ve just grown up with it all my life, 
with horses quite literally out the 
back door.” 

And though he has fully grasped 
the opportunity, this 30-year-old 
has never strived for a career under 
the spotlight accorded a celebrated 
trainer like his father or legend of the 
saddle like his grandfather, but in the 
integral, though often forgotten, role 
of a bloodstock agent.

In just over four years, since estab-
lishing his own bloodstock agency in 
Newmarket, and his endeavours for 
Godolphin and Avenue Bloodstock 
before that, Haggas has already 
demonstrated his acumen as an 
astute assessor of horses in training, 
and their capacity for improvement.

It is a decidedly rarified world he 
inhabits; one in which he spends 
countless hours behind a computer 
screen studiously evaluating pedi-
grees and viewing race videos before 
his arrival at Tattersalls in Newmarket 
where we talk during the July Sales. 

Away from the capacious sale 
ring and the auctioneers’ barking 

exhortations demanding that would-
be buyers assess the quality of the 
models on this equine catwalk the 
30-year-old discusses his own swift 
progress and, just as pertinently, 
his flourishing business relationship 
with the Classic-winning Newmarket 
trainer George Boughey - a man very 
much in the ascendant since launch-
ing his own career four years ago at 
the age of 27. 

“I suppose Royal Ascot is always 
one of the great pinnacles for me,” 
reflects Haggas. “Invariably, when I’m 
looking at lots of horses I’m thinking 
of the Royal meeting. Can they get 
there and is there a race for them? 
To have purchased two Royal Ascot 
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Nick Townsend talks to Sam Haggas, who is making 
his own name in the world of bloodstock
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THE GENES 

FOR SAM
it’s quite easy to get absorbed by 
it all,” he says. “As a teenager I was 
into betting, I’d go racing, try to have 
five quid here and there, and sneak 
into the occasional betting shop, 
underage. But it was always the an-
alytic side of horseracing that really 
appealed – not so much being in the 
yard and being around horses.” 

As a teenager, his work experi-
ence included spending six months 
in Australia with online bookmaker 
Tom Waterhouse and revered trainer 
Gai Waterhouse. He later worked for 
Paddy Power as an odds-compiler 
for horseracing.

That was followed by a spell assist-
ing his parents at the UK and Irish 
yearling sales before John Ferguson, 
then CEO of Godolphin, offered him 
a job, working in the bloodstock 
department at Godolphin as a form 
analyst. When Ferguson then estab-
lished his own bloodstock operation 
which would evolve into Avenue 
Bloodstock Haggas moved with him. 

“Cliffs Of Capri was the first ever 
horse I bought when I first started 
working for John,” he recalls. “Jamie 
Osborne rang me out of the blue 
and said ‘I’d love to have you buy 
ten horses at the Tattersalls Horses 
in Training sale’.” Amongst them was 
Cliffs of Capri who cost 50,000gns. 
“He’s been a bit of a star for Jamie.” 
The gelding has won six times and 
been placed on 12 occasions.

Also in that role, Haggas suc-

Palmer and about to start training on 
his own. Thankfully, he said: ‘Come 
on…we’re going to do this together’. 
Boughey started out with just four 
horses. “He’s gone from that to have 
most extraordinary success in such 
a short space of time,” says Haggas. 
“And he’s only going one way.”

The pair have purchased around 
60 horses together. Amongst the 
latest is Boldly, one of three horses 
Haggas successfully bid for at this 
year’s July Sale. A three-year-old 
son of Galileo, he was bought out 
of the John and Thady Gosden 
yard for 68,000gns. He had run just 
once, finishing third in a Newcastle 
maiden, but Haggas clearly believes 
he has potential to win races under 
Boughey, his new trainer.   

“George is a very good judge of 
a horse physically,” says Haggas. “It 
definitely helps if he likes a horse. 
When the form and analysis side 
match up with his physical liking 
we’re in business.”

Ask Haggas to recall his most 
memorable moments in an admit-
tedly brief career, and he says: “I’d 
say Urban Fox was special. I worked 
with the Kieswetter family (which 
includes former England cricketer 
Craig), owners of Barnane Stud (in 
Co. Tipperary), and their team in 
sourcing her.” 

Under his guidance, the filly was 
bought out of James Tate’s yard for 
425,000gns at the end of her three-

year-old season, having been third 
in the Group 1 Fillies’ Mile. Trained by 
Haggas’s father William, she pro-
ceeded to capture the 2018 Group 1 
Pretty Polly Stakes at The Curragh. 
“That was very special because it 
was very early on in my career as an 
agent.” 

It’s worth noting that Urban Fox 
has since produced two colts by 
Dubawi for the Kieswetters, the sec-
ond of which sold to Godolphin for 
1,100,000gns at last year’s Tattersalls 
October Yearling Sale. 

Haggas adds: “Another very 
special one was Miss O’Connor – the 
first purchase I made when I set up 
on my own.” She was a four-year-
old filly who hadn’t run at two or 
three. She had just won a maiden (at 
Gowran Park) and didn’t have much 
pedigree. She was four grand and if 
she had gone wrong two days after 
being purchased, she’d have been 
pretty worthless.” He bought the filly 
on behalf of Roy and Gretchen Jack-
son of Lael Stables in Pennsylvania. 

Trained by his father William, the 
filly won a Listed race on her debut 
at Haydock and then a Group 3 at 
Saint-Cloud that year, but sadly 
suffered a fatal injury in the Group 3 
Strensall Stakes (at York) the follow-
ing year. 

Haggas explains how he could not 
fail to have been smitten by rac-
ing from an early age. “It’s been a 
massive part of my life for so long, 
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runner-up in last year’s Oaks and the 
Sea The Stars filly rounded off her 
three-year-old campaign with victory 
at Ascot on British Champions Day. 
Yet to reappear, she promises to 
develop into a top-class four-year-
old, whilst Westover was also placed 
in an Epsom Classic last June, when 
finishing third behind Desert Crown. 
He then ran out a convincing winner 
of the Irish Derby and ran really well 
when second in the Dubai Sheema 
Classic on his return in March. He, 
too, could make up into a very smart 
‘older horse’ and the pair could have 
it between them.

Talking of Desert Crown, last year’s 
Derby winner still hasn’t run since 
but holds an entry in the Prince Of 
Wales’s Stakes at Royal Ascot and 
whilst it would be a huge ask after 
more than a year on the side-lines, 
Sir Michael Stotue is more than ca-
pable of readying one after a lay-off. 
Still very lightly-raced, he remains 
open to any amount of improve-
ment after just three career starts 
and I would certainly prefer him to 
stable-mate Bay Bridge, who was 
beaten in the race in 2022. 

The Hardwicke Stakes is another 
option at Royal Ascot, but given how 
he travelled through the Derby and 
how well he won the Dante on just 
his second start, coming back to 10 
furlongs seems an obvious move.

The Coral-Eclipse (July 8) is anoth-
er Group 1 option, should his connec-
tions opt to wait a little longer before 
pitching him in deep. Again, as high-
lighted in last month’s column (and 

A
ll the talk during the first 
weekend in May was of 
the King’s Coronation, but 
Newmarket also staged 
the 2,000 and 1,000 

Guineas, and in the latter, beaten 
favourite and runner-up TAHIYRA 
ran a stormer and is one to stick with 
throughout the summer, perhaps 
even being coronated herself in June.

Trainer Dermot Weld expressed 
concerns about the readiness of his 
star juvenile and confessed before-
hand that he would have preferred 
another week or two for the daugh-
ter of Siyouni. 

She still ran an absolute cracker, 
coming from off the pace to get 
within a half-length of the winner 
and if they are to meet again in the 
coming weeks, I would much prefer 
to be with the second. Versatile in 
terms of ground, she is bred to stay 
further, but I would expect her to win 
a Group 1 over a mile before going 

up in trip and whilst the Irish 1,000 
Guineas (May 28) is an option at the 
Curragh, the Coronation Stakes at 
Royal Ascot could be the ideal next 
target. Wherever she goes, I expect 
her to take some beating next time.

The picture for both the Oaks 
and Derby are still a little unclear, 
with some of the key trials (at the 
time of writing) still to take place. 
Savethelastdance looked good when 
winning the Cheshire Oaks, but there 
is a suspicion that she might need 
soft ground to reproduce that level 
of form, as she had won a strong 
maiden on heavy the time before. 
Given how short she is in the an-
te-post market, you would have to 
question her ability to handle quick 
ground, should we enjoy a dry and 
sunny start to June. 

Elsewhere at Epsom, it would be 
really nice to see Emily Upjohn and 
Westover clash in the Coronation 
Cup. The former was an unlucky 
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Paul Ferguson fancies the 1,000 Guineas second 
to come good at Royal Ascot

Finally, one who I left out of my 
Horses To Follow feature from last 
month, but deserves a mention is 
the Hughie Morrison-trained Secret 
Squirrel. He really impressed when 
winning a bumper at Taunton in ear-
ly-March, after which I thought that 
he might change codes. He instead 
dropped in trip to win over 1m5½f, 
under a penalty, at Fontwell and 
although he wasn’t (visually) as im-
pressive, the four-year-old chestnut 
won cosily under David Bass.

The form of his debut success 
looks stronger, as the runner-up had 
earlier filled the same spot behind 
Florida Dreams, who then won the 
Grade 2 at Aintree, so the collater-
al form reads well. By Stimulation 
and out of a Double Trigger mare, 
he has a pedigree that screams of 
a stayer on the Flat and I wouldn’t 
be at all surprised if we saw him in a 
middle-distance maiden before too 
long. Such races for older horses 
aren’t usually overly competitive, so 
he should be capable of winning one, 
and a novice, before developing 
into a nice handicapper. 

in the same feature last year), I want 
to be with Desert Crown throughout 
this summer.

The same connections – Sir Michael 
Stoute and owner, Saeed Suhail 
– have enjoyed plenty of big race 
success together over the years, with 
the likes of Kris Kin, Poet’s Word and 
Solid Stone to name just three and as 
well as the returning Desert Crown, 
they have another nice four-year-old 
on their hands, in the shape of Real 
Dream. A maiden winner at Doncas-
ter last June, he looked green as he 
stayed on well over 1m4f and he re-
turned from a 325-day break to win a 
handicap at Kempton recently, off an 
opening mark of 86. 

Again, he didn’t look the finished 
article by any means, but he finished 
strongly and appeals as a horse who 
will continue to improve with racing 
and is likely to be up to landing a 
nice prize, before being upped in 
class. The son of Lope de Vega, who 
was gelded over the winter, was put 
up 5lbs for his latest success and has 
been handed an entry in the Jorvik 
Stakes whilst this feature goes to 

print. It would be quite unlike Stoute 
to rush a nice prospect like him, so I 
suspect that he might not have run 
again by the time you read this and 
he is a handicapper to keep onside. 

A three-year-old who impressed 
winning recently is the William Hag-
gas-trained Amleto who scored with 
ease on soft ground at Chester’s May 
meeting. He ran twice at Kempton 
as a two-year-old, but looked a 
much-improved performer on his re-
appearance, relishing the longer trip 
on his turf debut. Given the state of 
ground conditions, it would be folly 
to take a lot of the form literally from 
the three-day meeting, but the Sea 
The Stars gelding certainly looked a 
promising middle-distance performer 
and it will be interesting to see how 
the handicapper reacts to this maid-
en success. A full-brother to Sea Of 
Class (winner of both the Irish and 
Yorkshire Oaks, before being narrow-
ly denied by Enable in the Arc), he 
could be one for the King George V 
Handicap at Royal Ascot. Keep him 
in mind for that race, or something 
similar in the weeks to come.
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Défense, whose glittering glass tow-

ers jut out over spring-leafed trees. 

“I’m usually here every year,” mus-

es Willie Mullins in the pre-parade, 

applying hoof oil to Franco De Port, 

and echoing praises of the course’s 

atmosphere. “We like coming when 

we have horses who’ve qualified and 

are good enough. The ground is usu-

ally nice, so too is the weather and 

prize money. When we’ve nothing for 

these types of horses in Ireland or 

England at this time of year, it suits 

fine.”
Peering at the masses below, 

I’m aware that, for many, it may be 

something of a novelty to discover 

a decent crowd in France, or indeed 

to find anyone has turned up at all. 

While the Arc survives on a healthy 

deposit of foreign visitors, French 

racecourses often still struggle with 

threadbare attendance at larger ven-

ues. But today, numbers clearly aren’t 

a concern. Paddock-side fine dining 

is doing a roaring trade for locals, the 

hospitality rooms are full, and pony 

rides and trade stands have been laid 

on for families on the terraces. 

Sure, there are a few empty (if im-

maculately cleaned) function rooms. 

But outside, a smell of doughnuts 

fills the air, and cameras pan on-

lookers as cheerleaders and loud 

I
t may only be qualifying for the 

French Open that starts tomor-

row, but Boulogne-Billancourt 

has already been taken over 

by Roland Garros. An army of 

lanyard-decked attendants are oc-

cupying this sport-loving suburb by 

Sunday morning as I walk through 

the home of Paris Saint-Germain, 

heading to one of the area’s two 

racecourses, and the Grand Steeple-

chase de Paris. 
I’ve come up on the train, arriving 

after yesterday’s French Champion 

Hurdle (the Grande Course de Haies 

d’Auteuil), which went the way of Ar-

naud Chaillé-Chaillé’s Thélème. As I 

pass Auteuil’s characteristic left-hand 

dip, I catch a glimpse of the long 

hurdles that served as Saturday’s 

obstacles.
Today, it’s an amateur contest that 

gets business underway, and from 

my desk at the top of the centre 

stand (as at Longchamp, the original 

tribune still stands a ghostly, fenced 

off monument to my right), I look out 

over two television screens, and a 

sun-drenched twisting cross-country 

course spread before me. 

This is a vast area of the French cap-

ital (we’re still just inside the famous 

Périphérique ring road), and its only 

shadows come from the far side apart-

ments (in one gated compound, M. 

Sarkozy is seeing out his jail sentence) 

and the Eiffel Tower itself, poking out 

over the rooftops, and staring down at 

proceedings on the ground. A tennis 

court and football pitch are easily 

encased in the course perimeter, and 

a lake wallows to my left, feeding an 

ever-thirsty equine playground. 

Walking champagne and macaron 

laden to the other side of the office, 

my strides accompanied by the 

surely pre-recorded precision of the 

judge’s verdict, I gaze over the Bois 

de Boulogne, pointing towards La 
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premier dining room be housed up a 

weighing room escalator, in tor-

turous sniffing distance of starved 

riders? But then this surely speaks 

more of French accessibility than a 

tormenting of its stars. Because yes, 

the family fervour may have damp-

ened by race number ten (it goes 

off at 7:30pm: late, when you’ve 

been there since lunchtime), and I 

don’t imagine many will stay for the 

concert post-racing. There is also, 

noticeably, no mainstream television 

coverage, nor any fans in the apart-

ments around us… no one taking a 

glass of wine onto the balcony, peer-

ing curiously at events below. But 

while racing may not be in the hearts 

and minds of the French population, 

Grade 1 action, a day out for Parisian 

punters, and a springtime festival 

for a congregation of families, surely 

isn’t a pageant to be avoided.

For a Eurostar, hotel, and ticket 

inclusive trip to the Prix de l’Arc de 

Triomphe (along with the chance to 

have drinks with Frankie Dettori be-

fore his final Arc appearance), head 

to racingbreaks.com

bursts of music herald the start of 

each race. A joyous cauldron cheer 

runners as they pass us each circuit, 

reaching a deafening crescendo as 

Rosario Baron holds off Gex by a 

neck in the ‘Grand Steep’ itself.

Runners have changed direction, 

jumped fences from both sides, and 

scrambled over a mound at the far 

side. Of course, though, much as this 

is a visual spectacle, the Grand Stee-

plechase remains a testing 6,000m 

contest, and, victorious at the line, 

Johnny Charron’s post-race celebra-

tions are as exultant as any other 

we’ve seen today. 
Many racegoers, no doubt, have 

been lured here by the intrigue of 

a larger than usual Irish contingent, 

whose human ranks carry Rachael 

Blackmore and Paul Townend, and 

whose equine stars include Shark 

Hanlon’s Hewick, who finished 

fourth in yesterday’s aforementioned 

Champion Hurdle. Louisa Carberry’s 

two-time champion Docteur De Bal-

lon receives an honorary spin round 

the paddock, and Grand Nation-

al-winning Noble Yeats is on site too, 

running in today’s feature. “Travel-

ling went well, and it’s always fun to 

come over,” says Robert Waley-Co-

hen, as we watch Noble Yeats tack 

up. “I’m glad it’s a conditions race, 

not a handicap!” he laughs. 

“It would be incredible to win 

both a Grand National and a Grand 

Steeplechase. Nobody else has ever 

achieved that, and there hasn’t been 

a winner from the British Isles since 

Mandarin in 1962.” This is the sec-

ond trip to Auteuil for Noble Yeats, 

though the excursion last year saw 

him pull up in a Grade 3. Still, Wa-

ley-Cohen is confident of a come-

back. “No-one thought you could 

win a Grand National with a novice,” 

he reminds me, “so who knows what 

we’re going to achieve. I certainly 

didn’t think, when I bought him, I’d 

have a contender like this.” 

Horses are undeniably well at-

tended to, as sprays of cool water 

seep out from the paddock rails, and 

there appear more people inside the 

parade ring that out. I look towards 

the jockey chute, and wonder where 

else but France would the course’s 
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the 99 No’s are no longer a source of rejection they are a necessary part of your trading strategy to the point that you can’t get to a ‘Yes’ without them. 
That’s a totally different way at looking at being rejected, in fact, 

each ‘No’ now becomes a positive, each take you a step closer to your sale. But what’s all this got to do 
with horse racing? 

To devise a trading strategy on 
horses you need to work out how many No’s you need for each Yes. In racing terms that translates to how 

H 
ave you ever worked in 
sales? For the professional 
salesperson reading this, 
the days of being knocked 
down by rejection have long gone or you wouldn’t have 

made a career of it. 
But for the rest of us, rejection 

hurts and it’s the reason we never made a career from selling. You call someone up, you put your very best happy voice on and have a nice long chat and they will still say no. In fact, you can call hundreds of people 
and mostly they will say no and that 

is a lot of rejections to absorb. So, when I worked in sales I remember being told that every ‘No’ brings you one step closer to a Yes. And that is certainly a way to deal with rejection because each ‘No’ is a ‘No’ out of the way.
If you are running a successful 

sales team you will have worked out how many No’s are required to get to a Yes. Let’s call it one Yes to every 99 No’s so you need to call and speak to 100 people to get to a Yes and make a sale. Calling those 100 people is your trading strategy. In other words, 
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peating and sticking to that strategy, as the losers will be factored into the strategy. In fact, the losers are es-
sential to the success of the strategy because that’s how trading strategies work. So not only have we devised a method for finding winners, but we acknowledge that we will also have losers and by knowing how many losers to winners to expect, we can create a profitable strategy based on the price of the winners that appear on our system.
At FormTraders we’ve developed our own profitable trading strate-

gies, so all you have to do is follow it. We made 12 points profit between July and August from 36 bets, that’s a return on investment of of 33% 
although that was a good month it does show you what can be achieved with a sound strategy. So why not try our system by contacting us and ask about our trial period by writing to enquiries@formtraders.com

many losers you need before having a winner and at the right price. Once you have worked this out you have a trading strategy to make money with. Lets take an imaginary trading strategy; the strategy is to only bet on horses priced at 10-1. If say we have 10 losers each at 10-1 and 1 win-ner at 10-1 we would break even.
If we had nine losers at 10-1 and 1 winner at 10-1 we would make 1 point profit. Now if every 10 bets at 10-1 we had nine loses and one winner, we now have a profitable trading strate-gy and more to the point we have a predictable trading strategy.
Just as the sales business works on 99 No’s to 1 sale, now we have a strategy that works on nine losers to o winner. Once you have these numbers tried and tested you have a trading strategy. 
For readers of this magazine sys-tems are going to be an important part of your betting but the point 

being, you will find it much harder to make money without one. Betting without a trading strategy is really making an educated guess each time you place a bet. Let me explain. Re-gardless of how good your informa-tion may be, there is always a chance of losing the bet, agreed? 
You can do all the research and watch the market, study the form, analyse the jockeys strike rate on that horse and the same for the 

trainer but you will always be left with the uncertainty that your horse won’t be first past the post and it could be for a number of reasons in-cluding something that went wrong during the race, getting out the stalls effortlessly, your horse not getting a clear run, a slipped saddle and so on. However knowledgeable you are, you can’t guarantee a winner, but if you have developed a tried and tested strategy which incudes a number of losers, you can make a profit by re-
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