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RACINGAH=AD

Racing Ahead is the UK and Ireland’s best-

selling horse racing monthly magazine.
Previewing the key races for the month ahead, as well as
reports from our trusted scouts on the track, Racing Ahead
is packed with interviews, big-race tips, horses to follow,
systems and much more!

We have some of the best writers in the business, including
Sky Sports Presenter Robert Cooper, Andrew Ayres of

The Sun; one of Britain’s best tipsters Paul Ferguson, and
Timeform Radio regular Jeremy Grayson.
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PAUL FERGUSON

TAHIYRATO
LAND THE
CORONATION

Paul Ferguson fancies the 1,000 Guineas second
to come good at Royal Ascot

CAMBRIDGESHIRE MEETING, BETTING & TREN|

FORMGOES
OUT OF THE
WINDOW

Andy Newton looks ahead to a Newmarket favourite
which never fails to spring a surprise
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u ma talk duﬂnJ thefirst | upin trip and whilst the Irish 1,000 | runner-up in last year's Oaks and me
c May was of | Guineas (May 28) is an option at the | Sea The Stars filly rounded off h s we race towards the
the King's Ccmnatmn but | Curragh, the Coronation Stakes at three-year-old campaign with victory . end of September, and
Newmarket also staged | Royal Ascot could be the ideal next | at Ascot on British Champions Day. \ into October, the focus
switches back to New-

Winning Form - Seventeen of the | to look for horses that are proven to
last 21 winners had won three of have stayed a tiny bit further. 14 of
more times before, so this i anomev the last 21 winners had won previous-
trend to have on your side - suggest- | Iy over Im2f.

‘ w
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the 2,000 and 1,000

Guineas, and in the latter, beaten
favourite and runner-up TAHIYRA
ran a stormer and is one to cnck with
throughout the summer, perl
even being coronated erselt i dune.

Trainer Dermot Weld expressed
concerns about the readiness of his
ctar invanila and canfacsed hafara-

target. Wherever she goes, | expect

her to take some beating next time.
The picture for both the

and Derby are still a little unclear,

time of writing) still o take place.
Savethelastdance looked good when
winning the Cheshire Oaks, but there
is a suspicion that she might need
soft ground to reproduce that level
of form, as she had won a strong
maiden on heavy the time before.
Given how short she is in the an-
te-post market, you would have to
question her ability to handle quick
ground, should we enjoy a dry and
sunny start to June.

Elsewhere at Epsom, it would be
really nice to see Emily Upjohn and
Westover clash in the Coronation
Cup. The former was an unlucky

Yet to reappear, she promises to
develop into a top-class four-year-
old, whilst Westover was also placed
Epsom Classic last June, when
finishing third behind Desert Crown.

e then ran out a convincing winner
of the Irish Derby and ran really well
when second in the Dubai Sheema
Classic on his return in March. He,
t0o, could make up into a very smart
‘older horse’ and the pair could have
it between them.

Talking of Desert Crown, last year’s
Derby winner still hasn't run since
but holds an entry in the Prince Of
Wales’s Stakes at Royal Ascot and
whilst it would be a huge ask after
more than a year on the side-lines,
Sir Michael Stotue is more than ca-
pable of readying one after a lay-off.
till very lightly-raced, he remains
open to any amount of improve-
ment after just three career starts
and | would certainly prefer him to
stable-mate Bay Bridge, who was
beaten in the race in 2022.

The Hardwicke Stakes is another
option at Royal Ascot, but given how
he travelled through the Derby and
how well he won the Dante on just
his second start, coming back to 10
furlongs seems an obvious move.

‘The Coral-Eclipse (July 8) is anoth-
er Group 1 option, should his connec-
tions opt to wat a little longer before
pitching him in deep. Again, as high-

in the same feature last year), | want
to be with Desert Crown throughout
this summer.

The same connections - Sir Michael
Stoute and owner, Saeed Suhail
- have enjoyed plenty of big race
success together over the years, with
the likes of Kris Kin, Poet's Word and
Solid Stone to name just three and as
well as the returning Desert Crown,
they have another nice four-year-old
on their hands, in the shape of Real
Dream. A maiden winner at Doncas-
ter last June, he looked green as he
stayed on well over Im4f and he re-
turned from a 325-day break to win a
handicap at Kempton recently, off an
opening mark of 8

‘Again, he didn't ook the inished
article by any means, but he finished
strongly and appeals as a horse who
will continue to improve with racing
and is likely to be up to landing a
nice prize, before being upped in
class. The son of Lope de Vega, who
was gelded over the winter, was put
up 5lbs for his latest success and has
been handed an entry in the Jorvik

print. It would be quite unlike Stoute
to rush a nice prospect like him, so |
<u=pert that he might not have run
y the time you read this and
e i & hancicapper to keep onside.
three-year-old who impressed
winning recently is the William Hag-
gas-trained Amleto who scored with
case on soft ground at Chesters May
le ran twice at Kempton
24a twa-year-0ld, but looked &
much-improved performer on his re-
appearance, relishing the longer trip
on his turf debut. Given the state of
ground conditions, it would be folly
o take a lot of the form literally from
the three-day meeting, but the Sea
The Stars gelding certainly looked a

Fmauy, one who | left out of my
Follow feature from last

Tonth but deserves a mention s
the Hughie Morrison-trained Secret
Squirrel. He really impressed when
winning a bumper at Taunton in ear-
ly-March, after which | thought that
he might change codes. He instead
dropped in trip to win over 1m5 f,
under a penalty, at Fontwell and
although he wasn't (visually) as im-
pressive, the four-year-old che stut.
won cosily under Davi

The form of s dabu success
looks stronger, as the runner-up had
carlier filled the same spot behind
Florida Dreams, who then won the
Grade 2 at Aintree, so the collater-

promising middle-distance performer | al form reads well. By Stimulation

and it will be interesting to see how
the handicapper reacts to this maid-

A full-brother to Sea Of
Class (winner of both the Irish and
Yorkshire Oaks, before being narrow-
Iy denied by Enable in the Arc), he
could be one for the King George V/
Handicap at Royal Ascot. Keep him
in mind for that race, or something
similar in the weeks to come.

and out of a Double Trigger mare,
he has a pedigree that screams of
a stayer on the Flat and | wouldn't
we saw him in a
e maiden before too

o
aren't usually overly competitive, so

he should be capable of winning one,

and a novice, before developing
to a nice handicapper.

market.

First up this month for track known
as 'HQ' is the three-day Cambridge-
shire Meeting, that runs from Thurs-
day September 28 to Saturday 30.

We've plenty of decent races to
savour over the three days, includ-
ing the Royal Lodge, Cheveley Park
and Middle Park Stakes, but the
ultra-competitive Cambridgeshire
Handicap is the main betting heat for
the bookies with a big field of 20+
runners emsred ~on the last day of
September this

Fret o in 1830, this mif handi-
cap is a race with stacks of history
attached to it and, therefore, many

e ot ook at the main sats to
have onside once we know the final
rurers

With ALL of the last 21
Cambridgeshire winners aged 6 or
younger,thi s certainly the key age
trend. The last horse to win age
was Rambo's Hall in 1992

At the other end of the age scal
we have seen four three vear-old

t

ur
year-old Majestic winning for trainer
Mick Channon.

ing that we need to look for horses
that have shown an appetite for
winning but could also be a bit unex-
posed from the handicapper.

Welght - Last year's winner camed
just 75t Tilbs to victory, while
runner-up had only 8-8 and the third
87, This s supported with 18 of the
last 21 winners carrying 9st 5lbs or
less 5o this seems to be a nice weight
cut-off point.

With 13 of the last 21 winners rated
between 90-100 this i her
trend that links into the weight stats.
While, if you want to take this a bit
further, it might pay to note that 12
of the last 21 winners actually carried
8st 121bs or les:

Draw - Yes, with 25+ runners there
are always going to be more horses,

winners hailed from a double-figure
draw, but this is stil something to
ook for. In fact, five of the top six
fnishers st yéa came from stll 15
or

Favourites - Considering the
competitive nature of the race, in the
last 21 runnings we've still seen 19%
of favourites win (four from 21). That
5210, the market leaers do tend to

bomb out as 15 of the last 21

7o .ame< didn't even place.

Trip - Being run over one of the
unidue trips of Tt - really, we need

Recent Form/Runs - With 13 of the
last 21 (62%) winners having finished
fifth or better in their last race, then
horses coming here in-form have
done well. But just three of the last
21 winners won their most recent
outing, plus with 14 of the last 21
winners having had at least five runs
that season this is another trend to

ssider

The final stat in this category is
that six of the last 21 (29%) winners
raced at Newbury last time out - in-

luding last year's winner Majestic -
so this is certainly something to look
back on.

Price - It's also been a race that's
thrown up plenty of big-priced win-
ners in recent years. In 2004 we saw
2100/1 winner, while more recently a
50/1 winner in 2017 and the last three
winners returned 40/1 (twice) and
25/l he overage winning SPin the
last 21 runnings is also around 22/1!

Trainer - Poul and Oliver Cole won
the race in 2020, but the standout

te have been John Gosden
and Marcus Tregoning. The Gosden
camp have won this race five times
in the past, with the first of those
coming in 1994, while in the last 21
years they've had four winners and
two in the last five - Frankie Dettori
rode them

Frankie has three wins in total with
Halling in 1994 with other success - it
will be the last spin in the race for

the pocket Italian this year if getting
a booked ride.

Overall, many key stats and history

to have on your side once we know
the final runners. But if trainer John
Gosden has a Frankie Dettori-ridden

ear-old, that has a double-fig-
ure draw, five-plus runs that season
and 9st 5lbs or less in weight, then
we should stand up and take notice!

Good luck!

Recent Cambridgeshire Handicap
‘Winners

2022 - Majestic (25/1)

2021 - Bedouin's Story (40/1)
2020 - Majestic Dawn (40/1)
2019 - Lord North (9/2 fav)
2018 - Wissahickon (11/1)

2017 - Dolphin Vista (50/1)
2016 - Spark Plug (12/1)

2015 - Third Time Lucky (14/1)
2014 - Bronze Angel (14/1)
2013 - Educate (8/1 fav)

Cambridgeshire Handicap Trends
21/21 - Aged 6 or younger
18/21 - Carried 9-5 or less
17/21 - Won 3 or more times in their
career
17/21 - Won from a double-figure stall
16/21 - A‘ged between four and six

{
15’21 - Unplaced favourites
15/21 - Returned a double (or treble)
hguve price in the betting

~Had 5 or more runs that
season

©trainers

“your direct

14/21 - Had won over Im2f before

13/21 - Finished fifth or better last
time out
13/21 - Rated between 90-100
12/21 - Carried 8-12 or less
6/21 - Ran at Newbury last time out
5/21 - Returned 14/1 in the betting
4/21 - Winning favourites
4/21 - Trained by John Gosden
3/21 - Won ther last race

2/21 - Ridden by Frankie Dettori
2/21 - Trained by Marcus Tregoning

The last eight winners came from
stalls 21 or higher

15 of the last 17 winners had run in
the last nine weeks

The average winning SPin the last 21
years is 22/1 @

to the best stables”

lighted in last month’s column (and Stakes whilst this feature goes to
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Nick Townsend talks to Sam Haggas, who is making
his own name in the world of bloodstock

FORM GUIDE

ROBERT
COOPER
COLUMN

Derek Fox g . ] LUCINDA
e RUSSELL
INTERVIEW

MAGIC

- E
| FESTIVAL hortations demanding that would- | winners with George Boughey, at
» be buyers assess the quality of the | £35,000 and 40,000gn his own. Thankfully, he said: ‘C: in the Group 1 Fillies’ Mile. Trained by | it all” he says. “As a teenager | was

i, m: | models on this equine catwalk the | won last year at the Royal meeting on..we're going to do this together’. | Haggas's father William, she pro- ko beting 1 o6 racind, by tohave
ﬁ? > WIN! A 30-year-old discusses his own swift | last vear was pretty special Bolighey started out with just four | ceeded to capture the 2018 Group 1 | five quid here and there, and sneak
o . liam and Maureen Haggas. | progress and, just as pertinently, 's purchase at the horses. °} jone from that to have | Pretty Polly Stakes at The Curragh. into the occasional betllr\g shcp‘

V‘ MEET WITH Grandsire: 11 times champion jockey | his flourishing business relationship | 2022 Tattersalls February was Missed most extraordinary success in such | “That was very special because it underage. But it was alwa Tty e w
et FRANKIE

RAO0500600

Dot
Fanning, Joe
villers, Angus

s s
(3

s

e possesses most people’s Palmer and about to sart training on | year-old season, having been hird | It quite easy to get absorbed by

Lester Piggott. From the moment of | with the Classic-winning Newmarket | The Cut. *I remember he took three short space of time.” says Haggas. | was very carly on inmy career as an | alytc side of horseracing (hel reany ol 7 2 Gatton,
is birth Sam Haggas's destiny was | trainer George Boughey - a man very | steps out of his box. George just ent.” appealed - not so much being in the 8 s oo Soston ouBsvonouR
e A

agel
Jaid out for him. A life in racing was | much in the ascendant since launch- | took one look at him and he'd seen “The pair have purchased around e aworth noting that Urban Fox | yard and being round horses” e
. " exinicn

EASURES!

BIGRACE CONTENDERS AND TO|
FOR THE AINTREE SHOWCASDET")s

Imost an inevitability. As he reflects:

¥ Mvean 1o swith 3 2ll s fife

ing his own career four years ago at
the ane af 77

Big Interviews

saddle like his grandfather, but in the
integral, though often forgotten, role
ofa tock agent.

In just over four years, since estab-
lishing his own bloodstock agency in
Newmarket, and his endeavours for
Godolphin and Avenue Bloodstock
before that, Haggas has already
demonstrated his acumen as an
astute assessor of horses in training,
and their capacity for improvement.

Itisa decwdnd\y rarified world he

habit in which he spends

oss hours behind a computer
screen studiously evaluating pedi-

enough. He was one of those whose
valuation was a fair bit higher and we
got him a fair bit lower at 40,000."
Four months later the colt won the
Golden Gates Stakes at Royal Ascot,
comfortabl,

‘Another of the duo’s purchases
was Inver Park, bought for £35,000
at the 2021 Goffs UK Der‘ember HIT
(Horses in Training) Sale. curet
the Buckingham Palace Stakes o the
Rwa\ meeting the following year.

Haggas's link with Boughey, who
trains over 160 horses at Saffron
House >tables in Hamnton Road an
won last year's 1000 Gui

zchet. e n which ther talents
ideally complement each other.

“We've been friends for about 12
years through a love or acng and
punting, backing hor: ys Hag-
gas. “He's a friend ret and partner
second. | was working in Newmarket
and he was at Newcastle University

60 horses together. Amongst the

son of Galileo, he was bought out
of the John and Thady Gosden
yard for 66,000gns. He ad ron just
3 third in a Newcastle

Taiden, but Haggas clearly believes
he has potential to win races under
Boughey, his new trainer.

“George is a very good judge of

match up with his physical liking
we're in business.”

Ask Haggas to recall his most
memorable moments in an admit-
tedly brief career, and he says:
say Urban Fox was special. | worked
with the Kieswetter family (which
includes former England cricketer
Craig), owners of Barnane Stud (in

has since produced two colts by
Dubawi for the Kieswetters, the sec-
ond of which sold to Godolphin for
1100,000gns at last year's Tattersalls
October Yearing Sale

Haggas
special one o e O Conmor - the
first purchase | made when | set up
on my own.” She was a four-year-
old filly who hadn't run at two or
three. She had just won a maiden (at
Gowran Park) and didn't have much
pedigree. She was four grand and if
she had gone wrong two days after
being purchased, she'd have been
pretty worthless.” He bought the filly
on behalf of Roy and Gretchen Jack-
son of Lael Stables in Pennsyivani

Trained by his father William,
fily wona Listed yace on her debut
at Haydock and then a Group 3 at
Saint-Cloud that year, but sadly
suffered a fatal injury in the Group 3
Strensall Stakes (at York) the follow-

As a teenager, his work eapen- o sLows e Havuaen

ence included spendins nths
i Ausiralis with online bookMaker’
Tom Waterhouse and revered trainer
Gai Waterhouse. He later worked for
Paddy Power as an odds-compiler
for horseracing.

That was followed by a spell assi
ing his parents at the UK and Irish
yearling sales before John Ferguson,
then CEO of Godolphin, offered him
ajob, working in the bloodstock
department at Godolphin as a form
analyst. When Ferguson then estab-
lished his own bloodstock operation
which would evolve into Avenue
Bloodstock Haggas moved with him.

“Cliffs Of Capri was the first ever
horse | bought when | first started
working for John,” he recalls. “Jamie
Osborne rang me out of the blue
and said ‘Id love to have you buy
ten horses at the Tattersalls Horses

Twomey, P
Nichols,PF

Mulins,
O8rien,

we

McCain ;.0

o ol
Morson,
Moffatt, James.

Fitzgerad, T
Hogan, T

EeRRusFwR

in Training sale’” Amongst them was
gl it

and we'd talk for hours every week Co. Tipperary), and their team in ing year. of Capri who cost 50,000gns.

PIPPED?! GET UP TO £50 BACK AS A FREE BET
ON ALL LIVE ITV RACES his arrival at Tattersalls in Newmarket about horses, and what we fancied. sourcing her” Viagaas explains how he could not
rerp i 5 where we talk during the July Sales. He adds: “When | set up in ear- Under is uidance, hefily was | fltoave been smiten oy roc-
arsport Away from the capacious sale L | 2000 Georoe vee st fising bought out of James Tate's yard for | ing from an early age. “Its beena | been placed on 12 occasions. Hupolandnp
e | ring and the auctioneers’ barking g i | his sixth year as assistant to Hugo 425,000gns at the nnd of her three- | massive part of my hfe for so long, Also in that ro\e. Haggas suc-  » Watson, Archie:
—— i 128 RACING AHEAD ISSUE 224 RACING AHEAD ISSUE 224 29 60 RACING AHEAD ISSUE224.

grees and viewing race videos before
Vain MrsHS
The gelding has won six times and X e
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