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BOOK REVIEWS

CUP OF CHEERS
it be the chairman, webmaster or press 
offi cer, among others, to get their recol-

lections on the glory days.
It’s a shame the author 

wasn’t able to speak to some 
of the managers and/or players 
involved. It would have been 
fascinating to get their thoughts 
on what may well have been the 
peak days in their career. 

A bit more detail on the show-
piece game(s) in the run would 
have been good, too, though, 
overall, it is a solid offering with 
plenty of depth and content. It 
will bring back plenty of good 
memories for those from the clubs 
covered – and for general football 
fans as well.

John Lyons

ination, as did Lincoln’s incredible run 
to the quarter-fi nals in 2017 under the 
Cowley brothers.

Moore covers 
the whole of the 
cup runs as well 
as giving some 
background 
about how each 
club was doing 
in that particu-
lar season (and 
what happened 
after the cup 
publicity had 
died down).

He also inter-
views some-
one connected 
with each 
club, whether 

A Sprinkle of Magic – Non-League
Clubs in the FA Cup, by Aaron Moore,
published by Pitch Publishing, 
Price: £12.99

Rating out of 10: 7

TO SAY that Ernie Moss is revered at 
Chesterfi eld hardly does it justice.

In three spells with the Spireites, the 
home-town hero scored a club record 192 
goals in 539 appearances, with not one 
coming from the penalty spot.

He may not have made it to the top or 
gained international hon-
ours, but he was the arche-
typal target man who could 
plunder goals for fun in 
the lower leagues. It wasn’t 
just the towering headers 
or cool fi nishes that made 
him so popular and had the 
supporters chanting ‘Ernie, 
Ernie, Ernie’, it was his 100 
per cent effort and commit-
ment for the shirt every time 
he pulled it on.

Once his playing days, 
which also included spells 
with the likes of Peterbor-

they were given the news that he had 
high levels of Chronic Traumatic Enceph-
alopathy (CTE) in his brain, caused by 
repeated head trauma.

It’s a subject that author Stephen Poxon 

is keen to highlight in Ernie! While goals 
and memories were Moss’ footballing 
legacy, it could be wider still if it raises 
awareness of an issue that needs far more 

urgent attention.
The book is a fi tting tribute to a 

Chesterfi eld, and football, hero. Poxon 
has compiled entertaining and engaging 
stories and anecdotes from a huge array 
of people who met Moss. Some knew him 
well, others less so, but they all have their 
own memories.

With a foreword from Roy McFarland, 
an introduction from Miller and contribu-
tions from the likes of Neil Warnock, Mark 
Bright and the late John Duncan, it’s a 
wonderful read. There’s warmth, humour 
and reminders of more innocent times. 
Whether you’re a Chesterfi eld fan or not, 
it’s a book to cherish.

John Lyons

ough, Mansfi eld, Port Vale and Doncaster, 
eventually came to an end, he stepped 
into Non-League management, taking 
the reins at clubs such as Gainsborough 
Trinity, Matlock Town and Belper Town. 

He was also co-owner of sports shop 
Moss & Miller in partnership with Der-
byshire and England cricketer Geoff Miller. 

They had stores in Chesterfi eld and Mat-
lock, and supporters would often come in 
for a chat if they saw Moss was there.

He was an approachable and friendly 
local hero, but, sadly, his later 
years were largely spoiled by 
dementia, something that has 
affl icted many of football’s 
former favourites. The repeat-
ed heading of heavy footballs 
decades ago seems likely to 
have been a major factor, 
particularly for someone like 
Moss who was so good in 
the air.

After his death at the age 
of 71 in 2021, his family do-
nated his brain for ongoing 
research being carried out 
by Dr Willie Stewart and 

Ernie! Hearfelt Recollections of the 
Footballing Legend Ernie Moss, by 
Stephen Poxon, published by
Pitch Publishing, Price: £16.99

local hero, but, sadly, his later 
years were largely spoiled by 
dementia, something that has 
affl icted many of football’s 
former favourites. The repeat-
ed heading of heavy footballs 
decades ago seems likely to 
have been a major factor, 
particularly for someone like 
Moss who was so good in 
the air.

of 71 in 2021, his family do-
nated his brain for ongoing 
research being carried out 
by Dr Willie Stewart and 

Rating out of 10: 9

WE all love a cup shock, don’t we? Well, 
apart from those on the receiving end.

In A Sprinkle of Magic, author Aar-
on Moore tells the tale of a number of 
Non-League clubs who battled through 
various qualifying rounds to reach the 
fi rst round proper and beyond.

He covers the period from 2009-10 
onwards, featuring the likes of Bath City, 

Stourbridge (twice), Warrington Town 
and  Lincoln City. 

Some may well stick in the mind of 
neutral football fans as well as those 
who followed their teams to glory. War-
rington’s victory against Exeter in 2014 
is one that captured the public’s imag-

lections on the glory days.

wasn’t able to speak to some 
of the managers and/or players 
involved. It would have been 
fascinating to get their thoughts 
on what may well have been the 
peak days in their career. 

A bit more detail on the show-
piece game(s) in the run would 
have been good, too, though, 
overall, it is a solid offering with 
plenty of depth and content. It 
will bring back plenty of good 
memories for those from the clubs 
covered – and for general football 
fans as well.

Cowley brothers.

the whole of the 
cup runs as well 

about how each 

what happened 

Rating out of 10: 7

DOING ERNIE PROUD
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against St Johnstone, Nevin tripped over his 
own foot in the box and the referee awarded 

a penalty. But Nevin told the referee it wasn’t 

a penalty and it wasn’t awarded, much to 
the shock of the players around him.  

Motherwell fi nished fourth in the SPL as 
they beat Rangers 2-0 in Nevin’s last ever 
game, but he was asked to break up the 
team in the close season to alleviate the 
fi nancial problems. 

He also had the diffi cult task of sacking 
manager Billy Davies when, inevitably, the 
following season’s results weren’t good 
enough. The ownership had broken all their 
promises to Nevin, and they put the club 
into administration despite all his best efforts 

to fi nd another solution.
He left with his head held high and with 

his love of the game still intact. He quotes 
American theologian Reinhold Niebuhr, who 
famously said, ‘God, grant me the serenity 
to accept things I cannot change, courage 
to change the things I can and wisdom to 
know the difference’.

Nevin has managed to provide a deep 
insight into the workings of professional 
football in Britain. It is a remarkable story 
and thoroughly recommended if you want 
to know how football really operates.

Ian Aspinall

popular culture, how society might 
change over the coming years, 
alien invasions, Joe Wicks becom-
ing Prime Minister, assassinations, 
world wars, but then it’s set in the 
future so given the unreal, impossi-
ble series of events which has taken 
place since Ryan and Rob arrived at 
the Racecourse it might not be too 
far away from reality.”

Wrexham fans, in particular, will love this 
book as it weaves some of the past with 
the present and future. It is a bit weird and 
wacky, but doing something different is to 
be applauded. Foley Jones is in talks about 
turning the novel into a screenplay so there 
could yet be, fi ttingly, a Hollywood ending.

John Lyons

enjoyable time at Tranmere under the stew-
ardship of idiosyncratic manager Johnny 
King. Rovers played attractive, attacking 
football and went close to promotion to 
the Premier League on several occasions, 
but they couldn’t quite make the step up to 
round off his time at Prenton Park.

When Nevin returned to Scotland he 
joined Kilmarnock under manager Bob-
by Williamson. Everything went well until 
he suffered a compressed fracture of the 
cheekbone in training. Kilmarnock achieved 
a fourth-place fi nish in the SPL and qualifi ed 
for Europe, but the directors didn’t honour 
their commitment to give the players bo-
nuses and Nevin was rightly upset.

He was offered the opportunity to take 
over as CEO at Motherwell while continuing 
playing. It was the fi rst such role in British 

football at the time. It was inevitably 
very demanding, especially as he 
had a long commute from his family. 

Despite owner John Boyle’s initial 
enthusiasm, fi nancial problems 
began to mount and the club was 
soon £4.4m in debt. The off-the-
fi eld problems, player confl icts and 
media attacks are recounted as well 
as Nevin’s earnestness and remark-
able honesty. 

For example, during a game 

are now under the stewardship of 
two A-list superstars.

“The concept of a man who 
woke up in 2030 from a coma 
without any memory of his life 
beforehand was based on an idea 
I was previously writing about, 
and it became the engine for a 
fl urry of weird and wonderful 
ideas which I managed to weave into 
something tangible,” he said.

“This isn’t a textbook about life, or football 
or even Wrexham AFC. There are plenty 
of publications out there which tell such 
stories much better than I ever could. This 
is my personal version, refl ection, anecdote, 
memory, history, and ultimately a prediction 
of the future.

“The rest is fi ction, and there’s some 
surreal stuff in there, stuff to do with politics, 

Football and how to survive it, by 
Pat Nevin, published by Monoray, 
Price: £22 

It’s Always Sunny in Wrexham, 
by Andrew Foley Jones, Price: £5.99

THIS is Pat Nevin’s second memoir, a follow 
up to his successful ‘The Accidental Foot-
baller’. 

It covers the period with his less glamor-
ous clubs - Tranmere Rovers, Kilmarnock 
and Motherwell - and refl ects on a time of 
what he calls, ‘extreme madness, higher 
levels of fun and deeper levels of pain…’.

Few others have seen football from as 
many angles as Nevin. He was a top player, 
international, PFA chairman, a chief execu-
tive, served on boards, a columnist and TV 
and radio pundit.  

Nevin’s memoir is unlike many footbal-
lers’, which concentrate on the high life, the 
successes and dramas of being a profes-
sional footballer. He is far more 
insightful about the football 
industry and has much more 
to say than the average player. 
He is not afraid to discuss the 
diffi cult times, such as the death 
from cancer of his mother, the 
premature death of his friend 
Tommy Coyne’s wife and his 
own son’s autism.

Nevin enjoyed an eventful but 

AFTER all that’s happened at Wrexham over 

the last few years, it’s not surprising that 
someone would use it as the inspiration to 
write a book.

Not that Andrew Foley Jones has gone 
for the tried and tested chronological tale of 
what’s happened on and off the pitch.

A director of Mackenzie Jones Solicitors, 
who represented the previously fan-owned 
club for a number of years pre-takeover and 
was on the legal team when the acquisition 
by Hollywood stars Ryan Reynolds and Rob 
McElhenney took place in 2021, Foley Jones 
has put an entirely different twist on things.

It’s Always Sunny in Wrexham tells the 
crazy tale of a fanatical fan who wakes from 
a ten-year coma to fi nd the Red Dragons 

very demanding, especially as he 
had a long commute from his family. 

enthusiasm, fi nancial problems 
began to mount and the club was 
soon £4.4m in debt. The off-the-
fi eld problems, player confl icts and 
media attacks are recounted as well 
as Nevin’s earnestness and remark-
able honesty. 

popular culture, how society might 
change over the coming years, 
alien invasions, Joe Wicks becom-
ing Prime Minister, assassinations, 
world wars, but then it’s set in the 
future so given the unreal, impossi-
ble series of events which has taken 
place since Ryan and Rob arrived at 
the Racecourse it might not be too 
far away from reality.”ideas which I managed to weave into 

COVERING ALL ANGLES

Rating out of 10: 8

Rating out of 10: 7

WHAT NEXT FOR DRAGONS?
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IPSWICH TOWN

29th, the clincher was a thumping 6-0 
victory against Exeter:

Ipswich 2023
HIRST Sun Aquarius*
DAVIS Mars Aquarius
CHAPLIN Sun Aquarius Mars Libra
WOOLFENDEN Sun Libra
BURGESS Sun Libra
MORSY Mars Libra
LUONGO Sun Libra

Has Kieran somehow tapped into the 
spirit of the place and the genius of En-
gland’s greatest managers?

History
Ipswich claims, with some justification, to 
be the oldest English town. In the 600s 
the Anglo Saxons extended the settle-
ment along the banks of the Orwell. In 
the 1200s King John granted it a Charter, 
before he was forced to sign the Magna 
Carta. In 1473 the future Cardinal Wolsey 

A 
19-GAME unbeaten run at the 
end of the season saw Kieran 
McKenna’s Ipswich Town, in 
his first full season in manage-

ment, overhaul Sheffield Wednesday to 
claim an automatic promotion place from 
League One alongside champions Plym-
outh Argyle.

McKenna was born in London in 1986 
and brought up in Ireland. He was a 
promising midfielder and aged 16 signed 
for Tottenham. Injury cut short his play-
ing career so he switched to coaching, 
moving on to be assistant manager at 
Manchester United.

In 2021 he was appointed manager of 
Ipswich Town. Their impressive late sea-
son run last term gathered momentum 
on April 7, beating Wycombe 4-0. Picking 
an unchanged team the following week, 
McKenna’s side beat Charlton 6-0. 

Unchanged again the following week, 
they beat Peterborough 3-0, then Barn-
sley away 3-0. Unchanged again on the 

was born in Ipswich. In 1620 Ipswich wel-
comed England’s first recorded refugees 
– persecuted Huguenots. In the 1800s it 
was a hub of free thinkers challenging the 
establishment, including Charles Darwin. 
In 1895 Felix Cobbold gifted the towns-
folk a recreation area and football really 
kicked on. In 1933 Eric Blair changed his 
name to George Orwell, in honour of his 
favourite river and persona (geo= earth, 
georgos= farmer: if you think England’s 
patron saint was a Roman soldier, think 
again). In 1939, just beyond the town 
boundary, Edith Pretty discovered the 
Sutton Hoo gold hoard. In 1962, Ipswich 
won the First Division title under the 
management of Alf Ramsey and they 
won the UEFA Cup in 1981 under Bobby 
Robson.
  
Alf Ramsey
In 1954-55, Ipswich were relegated to Di-
vision 3 (South) and their manager Scott 
Duncan, after 18 years in charge, did the 

On a high: 
Ipswich boss 
Kieran McKenna 
is hoisted aloft 
after clinching 
promotion last 
season

KIERAN FOLLOWS 
IN FAMOUS 
FOOTSTEPS

ALAN AYRE EXAMINES KIERAN MCKENNA
,S IPSWICH TOWN 

SUCCESS . AND THOSE OF HIS ILLUSTRIOUS PREDECESSORS
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player list above how important he was to 

the team dynamic.
Arthur Hopcraft writing in The Football 

Man (1968) said Ramsey was ‘impene-
trable’ to reporters ‘appearing to believe 
that if he opens up his mind to the public 
they will not understand a word he is 
talking about’; words like ‘pattern’ and 
‘blend’ and strange concepts like ‘I don’t 
always pick the best players’.  

Alf worked in mysterious ways. Maybe 
if he had a conventional education and 
pursued a career say as an architect 
he would have used phrases like ‘form 
follows function’ or something more 
mundane.  

He was born into poverty. One of five 
kids, Alfred’s dad drove a horse and cart 
and they lived in a wooden hut. Social 
outcasts, some folk said his family were 
gypsies (including Bobby Moore).

Alf was reticent about his roots, prob-
ably because of the English class system: 
the Landed gentry ran the country and 

honourable thing and resigned. Eccentric 
chairman and gentleman John Cobbold 
offered the job to the eccentric Alfred 
Ernest Ramsey on one condition: Ramsey 
kept the club out of Administration with 
no money for signings. By 1962 he had 
built the best team in the land. 

Ipswich 1962
CRAWFORD Sun Cancer

MORAN Mars Cancer
NELSON Sun Cancer
LEADBETTER Sun Cancer Mars Taurus
STEPHENSON Mars Taurus
BAXTER Sun Taurus
BAILEY Mars Taurus 

Their pivotal player was Jimmy Lead-
better, a deep-lying wing-half - a winger 
by reputation but too slow to make the 
grade at Chelsea. He was a reserve team 
player when Alf joined but Alf ignored 
his shortcomings and exploited Jimmy’s 
accurate passing. You will see from the 

the Upper Class got the top jobs. They 
treated Alf’s ilk like serfs. 

Nevertheless, after transforming 
Ipswich, the FA put their Rule book on 
pause and appointed him. What Rule 
book? The one that said the England 
manager should have coaching qualifica-
tions for a start and Alf never had any.

The Rule that stated anyone with an 
outstanding FA fine didn’t qualify, Alf 
never paid his. In addition, he was an 
outspoken critic of the FA Committee – 
some members never forgot and, in spite 
of all the acclaim, a disappointing season 
in 1973-74 gave them the chance to hu-
miliate, then sack him. 

He continued to live in Ipswich. In later 
life he suffered serious illnesses and in 
1999 died in poverty ‘a broken man’. 
Ramsey is remembered as a football 
genius, a visionary. But where did he get 
his ideas?

As a young Spurs player, he was a 
forward-looking full-back but too slow 

Smart work: England boss Alf 
Ramsey, left, and Bobby  Moore
show off the Jules Rimet Trophy
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FRESH CHALLENGE

Having a ball:
Jonathan Sayer makes
himself at home at
Ashton United
Picture: Colin Thomas

JON
,S 

NON.LEAGUE 
ADVENTURE
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Hurst Cross outfit as David’s dad, John-
ny Burke, played over 400 games for 
the club in the 50s and 60s.

Sayer’s wallet is lighter and there has 
been plenty of stress and strain on the 
journey, but he’s still, just about, laugh-
ing four years down the line.

As for that first season – which was 
ultimately ruled null and void due to 
Covid – he said: “You make quite a lot of 
mistakes partly because you’re doing it 
with someone else and you don’t want 
to be the person saying no, but also you 
get carried away by the enthusiasm. 

“You desperately want everything to 
work but, as you go on, you realise that 
you can’t guarantee that things will go 
well. 

“What I’ve learned about my role is 
that you actually have far less control 

I
F JONATHAN Sayer knew then 
what he does now about what 
running a Non-League club 
would entail, he would proba-

bly have given Ashton United a swerve!
However, the actor and comedy 

playwright has come to appreciate the 
good, the bad and the ugly of foot-
ball below stairs since taking the reins 
alongside his dad, David, four years ago.

He admits they made mistakes in their 
first season as co-chairmen and joint 
owners at the NPL Premier outfit and it’s 

all chronicled in his new book - Nowhere 

To Run: The ridiculous life of a semi-pro-
fessional football club chairman.

It’s an entertaining romp about taking 
over and running an established Non-
League club, and the 34-year-old has 
used his comedy background and a bit 
of poetic licence to good effect.

Sayer admits his own footballing skills 
as a youngster left a lot to be desired 
but the chance to run his local club, 
along with his dad, was a challenge he 
simply couldn’t resist. 

They have a special bond with the 

and power to do anything than I think a 
lot of people would imagine. You really 
can’t affect a lot of stuff.

“You can support the manager as best 
you can, but, outside of that, there’s 
not a lot you can do. As the person 
who’s away a lot more (than my dad), 
I’ve gone on a bit of a journey where I 
realised my job is to support, be that fi-
nancially when needed or in other ways. 

“A lot of the time you are just there 
on the terraces with your head in your 
hands like everyone else!”

As for what advice he would give to 
would-be owners following his own 
experiences in the NPL, he explained: 
“Just go in with your eyes open and 
be kind to yourself. Don’t beat yourself 
up because you’re doing it on top of a 
normal job and you’re doing your best – 
that’s enough. 

“It’s not a binary proposition. It’s a 
little bit like theatre in a sense that it’s 
never done. I work in comedy and you 
might be really funny on Friday but you 
might be awful on Tuesday. You’ve got 
to keep working away. 

“Also, don’t be afraid to make deci-
sions if you have to make them.”

Sayer lives in London and gets to as 
many games as he can, though his work 
can also take him away from his Non-
League fix. When we caught up with 
him, he was on tour in New York, though 

thoughts of the Robins were never far 
from his mind. 

That distance can sometimes be a 
blessing in helping Sayer to keep a cool-
er head. He’s also learned over the past 
four years to let those at the club get on 
with things.

“Really good producers know when 
to intervene a little bit,” he said. “My 
philosophy (if I had one!) would be to 
trust people to do their jobs. When peo-
ple feel like they are in a good position 
they tend to do better. Backseat driving 
never works in any world.”

The last four years have given Sayer 
the chance to study the Non-League 
scene in depth and he has no doubt 
about the best thing about it.

“It’s definitely the people,” he said. 
“It’s all the volunteers that are doing a 
mind-blowing amount of work for noth-
ing. It’s often a thankless task, particu-
larly when results go badly.

Good times:
Ashton United 
celebrate

JOHN LYONS TALKS TO ASHTON
UNITED CO.OWNER JONATHAN 
SAYER ABOUT WHAT IT

,
S REALLY 

LIKE TO RUN A NON.LEAGUE CLUB

NEW ADVENTURE

it was now or never – and he decided it 
was now. A four-year deal with Germa-
ny’s almost permanent champions Bay-
ern Munich proved too tempting – and 
if he doesn’t win anything with them, he 
might as well pack up.

If there’s any such thing as a sure bet 
in football, it’s Bayern Munich. They’ve 

won the Bundesliga 11 times 
in a row and you wouldn’t 

think they’d be a worse 
side with Kane on 
board.

With his goalscor-
ing prowess, you can 
understand why the 

German giants were 
willing to splash 

out an initial 
100m euros 

H
ARRY Kane and 
Tottenham Hotspur. 
They went together 
magically like Saint 

and Greavsie, Torvill and Dean, 
and Morecambe and Wise.

Okay, there were no trophies 
to show for it, but it was a 
partnership that seemed to 
have been made in heaven. 
Harry had even overtaken 
Greavsie to become Spurs’ highest ever 
goalscorer.

But it is a funny old game. Who would 
have thought years ago that Kane would 
one day leave the Lilywhites – to go to 
Germany?

The odds would have been pretty 
tasty, but, right now, I can understand 
why he’s done it. He’s given his all for 
the north London side, but they haven’t 
been able – despite all his goals – to 
become winners.

There were 280 goals in 435 
appearances for Spurs, and yet they 
couldn’t even win a Carabao Cup. 
True, they did make it to a Champions 
League fi nal, but that ended in yet 
more disappointment in a lacklustre fi nal 
against Liverpool in 2019.

And since those heady days under 
Mauricio Pochettino (whatever hap-
pened to him?), Tottenham have only 
gone backwards. Not even serial winners 

like Jose Mourinho and Antonio Con-
te could turn Spurs into winners, and 
the style of play (yawn!) left a lot to be 
desired.

True, if their opening game of the new 
Premier League season is anything to 
go by, then they will be a more enter-
taining team to watch this year. A 2-2 
draw at Brentford will hardly have 
got the big guns quaking in their 
boots but at least it looks as though 
Tottenham’s former Celtic boss 
Ange Postecoglou is going to get 
them playing front-foot football. 

Sadly, though, it will be with-
out Kane. The England captain 
turned 30 at the end of July 
and hasn’t got the time to 
wait and see if Postecoglou’s 
work bears fruit. 

There have been occa-
sions before when we 
wondered if he would 
be on his way, but he 
ended up staying 
put. In 2023, 

(£86.4m) to sign him - and taking 
into account the number of replica 
shirts with ‘Kane’ on the back be-
ing snapped up by fans, they’ve 
earned a chunk of their outlay 
back already.

So, will it prove to be a 
good move for Kane in the 
long run – or will be regret 
not staying put to give 
himself the best chance 
to overtake Alan Shearer’s 
Premier League goalscoring 
record (260)?

Well, I reckon he’s done the 
right thing. He could easily 
have sat back, rested on his 
laurels and cruised towards 
that goalscoring milestone, 
albeit one that only covers 
the last 30-odd years.

However, it’s refreshing to see 
that he wasn’t willing to do that. 
He was prepared to uproot him-
self and his family, go to a foreign 

country, learn the language and take 
on a different football challenge.

Some might say he’s left it 
too late, but 30 isn’t the 
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